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Bios for  

Minnesota Horse Council  

Board of Directors   
 

January 2014 
 

Each year approximately one third of the Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors is up 

for election for a three year term.  This year we will be voting to fill director terms for the 

following years of service:  

 Six positions for a three year term (until our 2017 Annual Meeting) 

 One open position, a two year term (until our 2016 Annual Meeting) 

 One open position, a one year term (until our 2015 Annual Meeting) 

 

A ballot and ballot envelop is included with the mailing of  the Annual Meeting materials.  

Please follow the voting instructions carefully if you choose to vote by mail, especially if you 

will not be able to attend the Annual Meeting.  Ballots will also be available when you 

register at the Annual Meeting. 
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MHC Bio – Barbara Anderson Whiteis 
 

Barb has been in the horse business professionally since 1973.  She got her first horse when she 

was 13 and started training a year later with a 9-month-old colt that had to be roped in order to be 

caught. A career was established.  From that Barb started training and showing in WSCA, then 

the Class A Arab circuit. While attending college at the University of Minnesota – Waseca, 

Scottsdale Community College in Arizona, and the University of Minnesota at St. Paul, Barb 

was training and working in numerous disciplines.  She graduated from the ‘U’ with Bachelor of 

Science (BS) in Animal Science. 

 

After finishing some graduate classes, she went to work at the University of Minnesota for the 

Dept. of Surgery, managing horse serum production for the ALG program.  During the eight 

years at the ‘U’, Barb showed and trained Western, saddleseat, eventing, dressage, reining, 

endurance, carriage driving, foxhunting, drill team, parades and halter,  as well as many years of 

teaching riding – particularly at Golden Ridge Stables in Lakeville. Any activity that involved 

horses she would give it a try.  

 

In 2001, Barb and her husband started Caille Farm Inc. in Monticello, focusing on dressage and 

riding lessons, and with an emphasis on amateurs and young riders.  In the past 12 years, many 

of her students have become dedicated horsepeople, receiving many local and national honors. 

She currently has two students ranked 7th and 8th in the nation in FEI-level dressage. 

 

Barb is a member of United States Dressage 

Federation and has earned the Bronze and 

Silver medals.  She also has been a longtime 

member of the United States Equestrian 

Federation, Arabian Horse Association, and 

the American Quarter Horse Association. In 

addition to just completing two terms on the 

board of directors for the Central States 

Dressage and Eventing Association 

(CSDEA), she has recently joined the 

Cowboy Mounted Shooting Association and 

the Minnesota Mule and Donkey 

Association. 

 

Barbara Anderson Whiteis 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Tim Bonham 
 

Tim has been around horses all his life. His parents were successful breeders and trainers of 

Morgan horses, operating the Bonnie-Lee Farms in Willmar, MN. Horses were a significant part 

of his growing up years, and he continues working with them. 

 

Tim came to the MN Horse Council after serving on the Board of the North Central Morgan 

Association as Treasurer for 9 years. He still works with the North Star Morgan Show, and 

serves as Ringmaster at some Morgan Horse Shows. 

 

He began working with the Minnesota Horse Expo back in 1987, when it was held in the 

Auditorium in downtown Minneapolis. He worked as 'stage director', seeing that the horses were 

ready to enter the arena and that the announcer had the script for those horses, and that the 

matching music was ready, etc. He continued that for many years when the Expo moved to the 

Fairgrounds, as well as creating the schedule of arena events for the weekend, and has worked on 

computerizing some of the Expo office activity. 

 

From the Expo, Tim moved to the parent organization, the Minnesota Horse Council, where he 

was first elected to the Board in 1988 to fill a vacancy. In 1991 he was chosen to be Treasurer, 

and he still serves in that office. 

 

He also serves on the Legislative, Communications, and Horseperson of the Year committees. As 

Treasurer, Tim chairs the Grants committee, and serves on the Financial Committee. He also 

does some work on the Council website. 

 

Tim says that his main goals in serving on the Minnesota Horse Council are:  

 First, seeing that the Council Board understands where 

the Council is spending it's money.  

 Next, seeing that the money is spent on projects that 

benefit most of the horse owners in the state.  

 Then, seeing that the Council money is invested as 'seed 

money' to help local horse groups start projects in their 

area -- the Council can't do everything, it must cooperate 

with local horse groups (and one of the ways the ways 

we can cooperate is by using our financial resources).  

 Finally, seeing that the Council stays focused on 

activities that provide specific benefits to horse people in 

the state. We should be a functional organization, not a 

research group!  

Tim Bonham 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Charlyn Cadwell 
 
My name is Charlyn Cadwell, and I’m running for a second (3 year) term, as a Director for the Minnesota 

Horse Council.  My first year on the Board, I watched, listened and learned about the various committees, 

and became involved with the committees listed below: 
 

1. Certified Stable Committee  
2. Disaster Relief Committee  

3. Grants Committee  

4. Aisle of Breeds Committee  

5. TEEFA  
 

Before becoming involved with the Minnesota Horse Council, I 
volunteered for the Minnesota Horse Expo for 25 years.  Some of 

the volunteer positions were: 
 

1. Opening and closing gates for the coliseum 

2. Helped with horse and pony rides 
3. Cleared out the coliseum for the rodeo 

4. Got our saddle club members to volunteer collecting tickets, 

when people entered the coliseum to watch the rodeo 

5. I was asked to do security for vendors in the cattle barn  
6. I worked in the front office with registration and answering 

phones/watched front and back office when needed 
 

 A disability slowed me down, and I talked to President Glen Eaton about not being able to do some of the 

volunteering that I was doing.  He told me that I was not getting away that easily, and he asked me to work 
in the back office.  I was asked to apply to be on the MN Horse Expo (Board of Directors), was nominated, 

approved, and I’m enjoying it!  I asked if we could rent wheel chairs (for a small fee), and have them 

available at the MN Horse Expo for those who needed them.  With Board approval, I started the Wheel Chair 

Program, and ran it successfully for 2 years prior to retiring from working at the Expo.  I’m glad that the 
Wheel Chair Program is still going strong.   I was asked to apply for a seat on the Minnesota Horse Council, 

and started attending their meetings.  Currently, I’m on the Minnesota Horse Expo (Board of Directors), and 

am on the MN Horse Council (Board of Directors) as well.  I’m hoping to get your support this year, to 
continue my work on the above mentioned committees.  Thank you for your consideration!  
  

As for equine related activities, well, there have been many.  My daughter started riding at 7 years old, 

showed for her first time at State Fair when she was 10.  My daughter and I were fortunate to have fun riding 

in the Torchlight (day and night) Parade in Minneapolis, and other local parades in Plymouth and Delano, 
MN to name a few.  She has done team penning/sorting in Buffalo at the rodeo.  We had 3 horses, a black 

and white Paint (for team penning/sorting), an  Appaloosa (for halter and Western Pleasure), and we still 

have our old man, our National Show Horse, half Arab/half Saddlebred, who has done everything from lead 

line, halter, dressage, jumping, Western, English, Saddle Seat, (which he was so fun to watch), he’s been a 
real all around horse for her.  We were at Champ Show every year and always had fun!  My daughter also 

took our National Show Horse to Breed Shows, and I enjoyed watching them compete.  We are still having 

fun with him to this day.  We now have a 14 year old girl riding him, her nickname is Alex, and our horse’s 
barn name is Alex.  When I say, “Hey Alex”, they both turn their heads and look at me at the same time.  

Wish I had that on video!   
 

I look forward to serving another 3 year term on the Minnesota Horse Council, and I would appreciate your 

support.  Thank you. 

Charlyn Cadwell 
November 2013 

 



Page 6 of 14 

 

MHC Bio – David Fleischhaker 
 

Raised on a farmstead in eastern South Dakota, David grew up around animals with a special 

fondness for the work horses used on the farm where he mastered harnessing skills, driving 

wagons and plows.  He learned the value of horses both as working partners and companions, 

spending many hours on horse back.   

 

David moved to the Twin Cities to pursue an education and eventually the ownership of two 

businesses.   He is an active volunteer in a variety of organizations and held leadership roles in 

many including Radio Emergency Action Citizen Team (REACT), Minneapolis Aquatennial, St 

Paul Festival and Heritage Foundation. 

 

He eventually settled on a small hobby farm in the south Metro which he shares with his wife, 

three horses, and a collection of small dogs.  Dave has served canine rescue and re-homing 

organizations for the last ten years, providing home based foster care for approximately 300 

dogs, managing procurement, assisting with relay transport, and fulfilling many roles in the 

canine rescue system.   

 

Dave is active in Emergency Animal Disaster Response and 

serves on the Board of Directors for MN Animal Disaster 

Coalition.  He has completed a variety of Disaster Response 

certifications and conducts training exercises for disaster 

response and animal sheltering.  Dave is passionate about 

animals, their role in society, and insuring resources are 

available to animal enthusiasts.  David is dedicated to quality 

equine care, welfare and safe management of horse related 

facilities.  He is an advocate for the humane management of 

all animals.   

 

Dave has also served as a Board member on the MN Horse 

Council for the last three years and is Co-Chair of the MHC 

Disaster Team in addition to being appointed Parliamentarian 

for the MHC Board of Directors.  He is also a Board member 

of the MN Horse Expo Board and been representing both at 

the Aisle of Breeds at the Minnesota State Fair as well as 

other sponsored MHC events . 

David Fleishhaker 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Kris Kelly 
 

My name is Kris Kelly and I live in White Bear Lake. I was active with horses as a youngster, as 

many horse crazy young girls are. As an adult, for the past 30 years, I have been involved with 

horses both privately as an owner and publicly in the business arena.  

 

I have had the good fortune to have worn many hats in the horse world. I started out as a horse 

owner and quickly became a successful competitor in both the open show circuit and the Quarter 

horse circuit in both the english and western disciplines. I was involved with Minnesota High 

School Rodeo through my daughter’s activities. I worked both as an assistant trainer and have 

been an instructor for over 20 years, including designing curriculum and training seminars for 

instructors. I have had the experience of managing a 140 horse commercial boarding facility for 

23 years.  For 18 years, I have owned and now currently own a full service public horse facility 

offering horse activities to the general public.   

 

On the retail side, I owned a tack shop for 24 years.  I have been instrumental in the formation of 

Minnesota Stable Owners Association, Stable Pathways, Inc. (therapeutic riding program) and 

the Gordon Nelson Memorial Foundation (scholarships awarded to the horse community) and 

also serving on their Boards. Locally, I have been an active member of Northwest Saddle Club 

for 25 years, serving on their Board, and am a founding member of DeadBroke Saddle Club. 

Over the years, I have served on the Boards of WSCA, MQHA and MAQHA. I chaired the 

WSCA Championship show one year.  

 

On the volunteering end, I have coordinated and run the Minnesota State Special Olympics 

Equestrian Show, consisting of 140-160 athletes, for the past 15 years providing both horses and 

volunteers. I love to trail ride and still take many 

people on their first “out of the arena” experience 

on overnight camping trips. I feel that to be a part of 

something, you must give something back and I 

have tried to do that with all the organizations I 

have joined. 

 

Needless to say, I have been involved in many 

aspects of the horse industry in Minnesota over a 

long period of time and know personally, and as a 

business owner, the issues that we, we who have 

horses are facing, both humane, economically, and 

environmentally. We are being impacted by state 

and federal regulations daily and it is important to 

be proactive so the sport remains a viable 

recreational pursuit. I feel I can bridge old and new 

thoughts to forge ahead and help the Minnesota 

Horse Council do the best job it can for the horse 

owners and for the industry in our state.  

 

Kris Kelly 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Darrell Mead 
 

Darrell Mead has been riding most of his life. For many years he has actively participated in 

trail riding and trail development. In 1992 he became a director for the MHC and focused on 

working with the Trail Blazer’s Committee. This committee has been instrumental in the 

opening of new horse camps, maintaining current horse camps and trail repair and 

maintenance. Currently he is working on opening 3 new horse camps. With his position on the 

Board of Directors of MN Recreation Trail User’s Association (MRTUA) he is able to assist 

the Horse Council with matching funds. 

 

The MN Horse Expo takes up a large amount of his time 

which he greatly enjoys. He manages the barn, campgrounds 

and security at the Horse Expo. 

 

Darrell is a baker by profession and owns the Old Fashion 

Donut Shoppe for the past 30+ years. He is married and he 

and his wife own two mules. 

 

Committees he is involved with include being a director on 

the MN Horse Expo Board, Expo Oversight Committee 

Chair, Trail Blazer’s Committee Chair, State Horse Council, 

Nominations, Inventory/Storage, Horse Person of the Year, 

Grants, Budget, Annual Meeting and current President of 

the MN Horse Council. Also Darrell is Co-Chair of the 

Equine Advisory Group which oversees money from 

Trail Passes.  

Darrell Mead 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Dawn Moore 

 
Committees: Horseperson of the Year (Chair), Pioneer Award, Web Oversight Committee, 

Annual Meeting, Nominations, Certified Stables, Budget, MN Horsemen's 

Directory 

 

Dawn grew up near Mound, MN and had horses and ponies as a young child and throughout her 

high school years. She was an active member of Trista Riders, a now defunct WSCA saddle club 

based out of Minnetrista. She showed her grade horses at local open shows, fun shows, Parkdale 

Riders shows, and other smaller WSCA shows in the area. Then off to college, she took a 

sabbatical from the horse industry. 

 

Her return to the horse industry was in 1998, when a neighbor introduced her then 11 year old 

daughter, Ashley, to American Saddlebred horses. Ashley and Dawn started riding lessons and 

driving lessons at Westwood Farm in Plato, MN. Dawn currently owns a Country Pleasure 

Saddlebred and competes on both the local and national circuit. Her dedication to the breed can 

be seen her support of the local shows as a correspondent for Saddle Horse Report and Horse 

World, two breed specific publications.  

 

Dawn is currently a member of MSHA (MN Saddlebred Horse Association), along with MN 

Horse Council. She has been on several show committees, most recently, F.A.S.H, (Friends of 

the American Saddle Horse), North Star Morgan Americana Horse Show, MN Futurity Show 

and volunteers at other horse related events. She has even volunteered over the years for WE 

CAN RIDE, INC therapeutic riding program. 

 

Her main involvement with the MN Horse Council focuses on the Annual Meeting, which 

continues to grow each year. She Chairs the Horseperson of the Year Committee and sits on 

several other committees. She currently serves as Secretary for the Council. She has been  

involved in several ad-hoc committees. 

She has volunteered at the Aisle of 

Breeds and the MN Horse EXPO. She 

represented Minnesota at the 2008 

American Horse Council Meeting in 

Washington DC. Through her committee 

responsibilities, positions, and 

experiences, Dawn has developed a 

broader sense of how today’s Minnesota 

Horse Council can serve the Horse 

Industry of Minnesota. Dawn has been a 

board member since January 2002 and 

looks forward to working with the 

Council as the horse community 

continues to grow in Minnesota. 

 

Dawn Moore 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Leda Mox 
 

My name is Leda Mox. I grew up on a small hobby farm in Ramsey, MN.  I started riding horses 

at a young age and when I was old enough I was able to participate in our local 4-H program.  I 

am so thankful to have had that opportunity.  My love of horses only grew stronger over the 

years and I started competing in Barrel Racing.  I participated in High School Rodeo, Minnesota 

Rodeo Association, and National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association.  Now we are very active in 

our WSCA saddle club, where I am currently the Secretary.  My husband and I, and our two 

children recently began an adventure and purchased a horse farm in Becker, MN. This is our 

dream come true.  We offer boarding, lessons and Massage Therapy Services.  We currently 

have 3 horses that I and my daughter ride. 

 

I attended the University of Minnesota, Crookston and 

received my Bachelors of Science degree in Equine 

Industries Management.  At Crookston I was able to compete 

in Hunt Seat, Western Pleasure, and Dressage on the IHSA 

team. 

 

In 1997 I was certified as an Equine Sports Massage 

Therapist.  This allowed me to help many horses and their 

owners discover how to manage or prevent injuries that are 

common in our Equine Athletes. Currently, I am a Sr. Animal 

Technician for Cargill. I have worked for Cargill for 7 years 

and I am in the Animal Nutrition Business Unit. 

 

 

Leda Mox 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Kim Otterson 
 

Kim Otterson grew up as one of those kids who always wanted a horse. “A horse” was at the top 

of every Christmas wish list for the first 11 years of her life. At the age of 11, she had saved 

$100 and was able to purchase her first horse, a weanling part-Arab colt. The deal was, “she 

could have a horse, and do what she wanted with him, but she had to pay for everything herself.” 

That was the beginning of a career in the horse industry.  

 

An entrepreneur from an early age, Kim started by taking in a boarder or two and did a little 

training over the next few years to support her own horse. This led, eventually, to a B.S. in 

Agriculture from UW-RF, and a career that has included such diverse jobs as starting 

Thoroughbreds for the track, working on large Quarter Horse breeding operations, working with 

young cutting prospects in Oklahoma, owning her own small AQHA breeding farm, and working 

for most of the last 25 years as a full time farrier.  

 

During that time she also served on the briefly on the board of the Minnesota Horse Council. She 

also served as an election judge and has always been happy to help out groups like 4-H and FFA.  

 

When Kim bought that first horse she was fortunate enough to have an excellent mentor in Bill 

Eckert the man who sold her that colt. Anytime there was a problem or a question, he was ready, 

willing, and able to help. Since that time, her path has been blessed by the help of countless 

others. This has left her with a deep appreciation of the importance of giving back to the industry 

that has given so much to her. It has also left her with a deep appreciation for the many ways that 

a horse can have a significant influence in the life of a person. 

 

The state of Minnesota has a history of having a vibrant and 

diverse horse industry. The Minnesota Horse Council has 

played a significant role in protecting and supporting the 

many aspects of that industry. Kim’s interest in the 

Minnesota Horse Council stems from the desire to both give 

something back to the industry and to support this group in 

its efforts to do the same. 

 

Kim lives in central Minnesota in a rural area, about an hour 

north of St Cloud. She feels that with both her background in 

the horse industry and living outside the Twin Cities she can 

bring to the board a slightly different perspective on the 

diverse nature and needs of the horse industry in the state.  

 

Kim Otterson 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Doug Persian 
 

Doug Persian bought his first horse eleven years ago, and he’s been addicted ever since.  In his 

journey of learning everything he could about horses, he found the Minnesota Horse Council.  

Doug has been a member for many years and attended the MHC board meetings on a regular 

basis since 2008. One of the issues he has been instrumental in is the boarding stable property tax 

issue. Doug took the issue to the Farm Bureau Federation and it was added to the state platform.  

  

Doug has enjoyed trail riding and is an active member and Vice President of the Buffalo Stars & 

Stirrups Saddle Club. Doug has helped at the MN Horse Expo as a volunteer as well as 

volunteered his time for some of the heavy lifting (literally) at the MHC storage locker, helping 

to put in new shelving for storage. 

 

Doug currently boards horses and provides horse activities 

for disadvantaged youths through a non-profit organization 

he started called So Others May Shine.  

 

In Doug’s words:  

Attending MHC board meetings as a visitor has given me 

insight to the scope and range of the benefits the MHC 

provides to the horse industry.  To indicate my commitment 

to the MHC, I am currently serving on the promotions 

committee and the education committee.  I look forward to 

taking a more active role should I become elected. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Douglas G. Persian 

November 2013 
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MHC BIO – Tracy A. Turner 

 
Tracy Turner was raised on a small ranch in southwestern Colorado. As a youth he was active in 

the local 4-H Horse Program. As a young adult he apprenticed with a farrier in 1972 and used 

those skills to help finance his education. From that time on he has dedicated his life to horses. 

He received his DVM degree from Colorado State University in 1978, after which he was able to 

pursue his interest in equine medicine and surgery. He is board certified in Veterinary Surgery 

(Dipl.ACVS) and Equine Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation (Dipl.ACVSMR). He served on the 

faculty of the University of Illinois, University of Florida and the University of Minnesota. He 

left the University to join Anoka Equine Clinic in 2004 where his responsibilities include Sports 

Medicine, Lameness, and Surgery. Turner consults for the USDA Horse Protection, Federation 

Equestriene Internationale (FEI) and United States Equestriene Federation. 

 

Turner is a member of the Am Vet Med Assoc (AVMA), the Am Assoc of Equine Practitioners 

(AAEP), the Minnesota Assoc of Equine Practitioners (MAEP), the Am Farrier's Assoc (AFA), 

the American Association of Professional Farriers and the Minnesota Farrier's Assoc (MnFA). 

Turner has served as chairman of the AAEP's Farrier Liaison Committee and is serving on the 

AAEP Foundation and Educational committees. He is a past president of the MAEP. He rides 

and competes at eventing. He is also a member of the United States Eventing Assoc, the United 

States Dressage Federation, and the Central States Dressage and Eventing Association. He 

served 2 terms on the board of directors of the Central States Dressage and Eventing Association.  

 

Presently he has been a member of the board of 

directors of the Minnesota Horse Council since 

2002 and has served 2 terms as president of the 

board of directors. He has served on the Minnesota 

Horse Expo board of directors. He serves on the 

Direct Funding, Grants and Scholarship 

committees. He is chair of the Legislative 

committee, the Horse Welfare committee and co-

chair of the Educational Committee. Turner’s goals 

for the Minnesota Horse Council are for the council 

to become the voice of the horse and horse industry 

in Minnesota. The Minnesota Horse Council should 

support the horse industry throughout the state. The 

MHC should promote horse welfare through 

educating the public and industry about best 

practices. Turner would like to be re-elected to the 

Minnesota Horse Council board of directors 

because there remains a lot of work to do to reach 

these goals.  

Tracy Turner, DVM 

November 2013 
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MHC Bio – Andrea Widmark 
 

Hello, my name is Andrea Widmark and I would like to become part of the Board of Directors 

for the Minnesota Horse Council. I have been a member for 2 years and have attended the 

amazing Horse Expo.  

 

I have always loved horses; however, I did not have the support to own one as child. My 14 year 

old, almost 15, was born a horse. She has loved them since she first rode one at 5 years old. She 

is a very large driving force as to why I have begun to pursue my horse passion further. Being on 

the board creates many wonderful opportunities for my family and me, by allowing us the 

support to grow in our horse endeavors and passion, such as volunteering for events. Being on 

the board affords me the knowledge and further education for our own horse. I can easily 

implement any training tips, especially those learned from events such as the Expo.  

 

I enjoy spending time with my family and kids; 

reading and writing; running two successful 

businesses; and going deer hunting. I love to play 

and watch soccer and hockey. Overall, I am 

outgoing and like to try new adventures. I believe 

that if you are not learning, you are not growing; 

and if you are not growing, you are dead. So I 

believe in living life to the fullest, especially with 

the peaceful encouragement and healthy 

wellbeing of a horse by your side. 

  

   

 

 

 

Andrea Widmark  

November 2013 

 

 

 


