Mn Horse Council April 12,th 2010



MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL

BOARD MINUTES

April 13th, 2010
Meeting Location:

Nutrena Conference Room – Leatherdale Center U of MN St Paul

Board Members

Present:
Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Mark Ward, Jan Schatzlein, Tim Bonham, Tom Tweeten, Tracy Turner, Dawn Moore, Trina Joyce, Glen Eaton, Teresa Hanson, Christie Ward, Lynn Wasson, Sue McDonough, Carol Dobbelaire, Marian Robinson, Judy Jensen
Absent:

Members/Visitors:                Tim Wampler, Mariam McGurran
I. Meeting called to order: 6:32 p.m. by Mark Ward 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

Mark Ward introduced the aforementioned guests.  

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

1. Mark Ward requested Attorney Retainer Fees, Horse Trail Commercial Pass and KY Proposed Legislation for Equine Use of Public Land be added to Old Business.
2. Tracy Turner requested a Legislative report be added to Committee Reports and Board of Animal Health Project be added to New Business.

 IV.
Treasurer’s Report for April was distributed by Tim Bonham. Total assets: $738,221.21, total liabilities: $360,581.76. Tracy Turner motioned to accept the March treasurer’s report, Jan Schatzlein seconded, motion passed. Tim Bonham asked Christie Ward about the status of some outstanding direct funding accounts. She is prepared to send the final letter to those with outstanding accounts stating they have now exceeded the time allowed to redeem their funds.
V. Approval of Minutes – Tim Bonham moved to accept the March minutes with one spelling correction. Tracy Turner seconded, motion passed.
VI. Secretary’s Report –Dawn Moore asked all directors who have not yet paid dues for 2010 to remedy the situation. The Certified Stable list has been generated and reviewed by Sue McDonough. Current membership is at 325 with 115 renewals outstanding for 2010. New trail maps are finished and Darrell Mead will get copies to Andrea Dubay and Dawn Moore for distribution to membership upon request.
VII.  OLD BUSINESS

A. Constant Contact Newsletter to be Sent Out- Mark Ward reported the newsletter updating the membership on the MHC legislative bill’s progress, is ready to be emailed. This newsletter will also instruct individuals on how to contact their representatives (especially urban Democrats) to share their support for the bill. There will be a second emailing of the Constant Contact newsletter to the 280 (email sharing) users of the MN Horsemen’s Directory. Tracy Turner requested that additional information on other legislative items involving Equines be added to future emailings.
B. State Fair premium payment to be made in 2010- Mark Ward reported the Tri-State Horsemen’s Association has reported they have raised approximately $13,300.00 towards their matching $25,000 matching grant. MHC will turn the funds over to the MN State Fair during the Expo.
C. Attorney Retainer Fees- Mark Ward reported the surplus generated in the budget from the Tri-State Horsemen’s Association not using their complete grant funds will be used to fund retaining Allison Eklund.
D. KY Proposed Legislation for Equine Use of Public Land- Mark Ward reported …NEED INFO

E. Horse Trail Commercial Pass- Mark Ward reported the commercial pass has been available since 2009.

VIII.   COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. EXPO –Glen Eaton reported the following: Everything is in the final stages of the planning of the 2010 Minnesota Horse Expo. Promotion is in high gear with TV ads on channel 9 and 29 and ads in Equestrian publications. An insert will be in the St. Paul Pioneer Press this Sunday. The Expo had a Vendor booth at the Central Minnesota Horse Fest this last week-end and everything went well. The Schedule of Events were passed out as well as other info. Program ads are up from a year ago. Hits on the web site are up from a year ago and all reports the hotels are doing very well. All inside Vendors booths are taken and we have a waiting list. The Horse barn is full with over 50 breeds of horses. Speakers are all in place and the schedule of events is on the web site   Interest in the 2010 Minnesota Horse Expo are way up this year. We will start working at the Fairgrounds on Monday the 19th with the real work starting on Tuesday the 20th. We do need help to get the trailer etc from the locker. We will be at the locker about 10:30 on Tuesday. EXPO 2010 IS HERE

The following are recommended for the Directors for the 2011 Minnesota Horse Expo to be held  

April 29,30 and May 1. Missie Schwartz, Glen Eaton, Linda Dahl, Brenda Miller, Del Bauerfeind, Laura Lyseng, Darrell Mead , Jennifer Buskey, Tracy Turner, Janet Schatzlein, Mark Ward 

 Mark Ward distributed the wristbands and nametags to the directors. 

B. Direct Funding –Christie Ward reported the following:
 Proposals to be considered today:

1.
Minnesota Mounted Shooters Association


Kerri Steinbrecher, Board of Directors

This organization is requesting $500 to support two upcoming “New Shooter” clinics The clinics will be held this spring at the Broken Bit Arena in Braham, MN and the Birch Coulee Arena in Morton, MN. The clinics are designed to provide an introduction to mounted shooting and gun safety, teach basic horsemanship for mounted shooting, and teach participants how to safely desensitize their horses to gun fire. Funds awarded would be used to pay for facility rental and instructor fees, and will allow the organization to keep participant fees low at $55 per person.
Direct Funding proposals approved for 2010 to date:

Victory Riders, Inc: $500
Total Direct Funding approved for 2010: $500 to date
C. Website/Horsemen’s Directory- Mark Ward reported there is now the capability to export lists from both the website and the horsemen’s directory directly to Excel. He also reported a free castration clinic was also added under “news”. Mark Ward requested directors send him information regarding items they would like to see posted on the website. Mark Ward advised the directors that spam mail has been received by some board members. In an attempt to thwart future issues the security question was changed. 
D. Legislative- Tracy Turner reported the MHC property tax bill will be going into committee. He asked that those directors working the Expo booth also promote the bill and contacting local legislators. The Horses are Agriculture bill is being worked on currently. The Racino bill has changed to request only a Racino at Canterbury Park in Shakopee, not at Running Aces in Forest Lake. The United States Olympic Committee has decided not to pursue a 2020 Olympic bid. Tracy Turner reported the horse enthusiast license plate has been tabled currently and he suggested starting a petition of interested parties and an opinion poll to determine where the funds should be distributed. Tim Bonham motioned to allow the Legislative committee  authorization for them to have a petition in favor of an Equestrian Enthusiast License Plate at our Expo booth. Darrell Mead seconded, discussion followed. Motion carried with twelve votes. Note: Christie Ward recused herself from voting on this issue.
E. Promotions- Teresa Hanson described the booth at the St. Cloud Expo. She also reported that this is the 75th anniversary of the MHC. She has had special banners made to alert attendees to this fact. Teresa Hanson also passed around the new advertising cards for the MHC, MN Horse Expo and MN Horsemen’s Directory that included email addresses for all entities and a description of the Horsemen’s Directory on the backside. Mark Ward requested these cards be inserted into the in-state vendor packets at the Expo. Teresa Hanson will see that the Expo staff gets the cards with time to be included in the packets. Teresa Hanson passed around an ad proof promoting the new trail maps, the 75th anniversary and the free mugs for new members. She also passed the sign-up sheet for director’s to staff the booth at Expo. There will be a surprise for all directors who work the booth. 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. MHC Director’s Stipend- Dawn Moore reported the idea of travel expenses to meetings has been brought to her attention by more than one individual. Sue McDonough motioned that travel expenses be paid to directors for attending a monthly meeting. Teresa Hanson, seconded, discussion followed. Tom Tweeten motioned to table the discussion until the May meeting. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, motioned tabled until May meeting. Mark Ward asked the motion makers to research questions posed during discussion regarding wording, budget, and tax issues to be researched and answers presented at the meeting in May.
B. Committee List Sign-Up- Dawn Moore passed the revised 2010 committee list around to all directors and asked they review it for accuracy.
C. Board of Animal Health Project- Tracy Turner reported a project is being conducted to catalog the animals in the state of MN. The reported purpose for the project is disease control. The project is expected to last three years to four years. The general information resulting from this project will be available to the MHC in the future.
D. Mark Ward reminded the directors that the deadline for newsletter submissions is this Friday.

X. Mark Ward adjourned the meeting at 8:38PM. 
NEXT MEETING

May 11th, 2010
6:30 p.m.

University of MN

Leatherdale Equine Center
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