Mn Horse Council February 9,th 2010



MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL

BOARD MINUTES

February 9th, 2010
Meeting Location:

Nutrena Conference Room – Leatherdale Center U of MN St Paul

Board Members

Present:
Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Mark Ward, Jan Schatzlein, Tim Bonham, Christie Ward, Tracy Turner, Marian Robinson, Tom Tweeten, Dawn Moore, Trina Joyce, Carol Dobbelaire, Glen Eaton, Lynn Wasson
Absent:
Sue McDonough, Judy Jensen, Teresa Hanson 
Members/Visitors:                Miriam McGurran, Katie Flemming, Allison Eklund, Doug Persian
I. Meeting called to order: 6:30 p.m. by Mark Ward 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

Mark Ward introduced the aforementioned guests.

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

1. Election of Officers opened by Darrell Mead:
President- Marian Robinson nominated Mark Ward, Carol Dobbelaire nominated Darrell Mead. Darrell Mead declined the nomination and withdrew. Mark Ward elected President of the MN Horse Council by unanimous vote of the board.  

First Vice President- Glen Eaton nominated Darrell Mead. Darrell Mead elected as Second Vice President by unanimous vote of the board.

Second Vice President- Glen Eaton nominated Tracy Turner, Carol Dobbelaire nominated Tom Tweeten.  Directors cast their vote via paper ballot; resulting in the election of Tracy Turner to the position of Second Vice President.
Treasurer- Mark Ward nominated Tim Bonham for the position. Tim Bonham elected to the position of Treasurer by unanimous vote of the board.

Secretary- Mark Ward nominated Dawn Moore. Dawn Moore elected to the position of secretary by unanimous vote of the board.

2. Additions to agenda: Mark Ward added mileage rates under new business. Darrell Mead added Trails under committee reports.
 IV.
Treasurer’s Reports for Year End and January were distributed by Tim Bonham.   Tracy Turner motioned to accept the year end treasurer’s report with the stipulation the Direct Funding report will be revised, Darrell Mead seconded, motion passed. Carol Dobbelaire requested TTEFA be used instead of the Silverado notation currently used in the Treasurer’s report.
V. Approval of Minutes – Tracy Turner moved to accept the November minutes with one correction. Tim Bonham seconded, motion passed.
VI. Secretary’s Report –Dawn Moore, reported a letter was received from a member who has an interest in being updated on the situation regarding the slaughter issue. Message was passed to the Legislative Committee for response. Dawn Moore also stated the renewal reminders will be going out this month. Reminded the directors to be certain their 2010 dues are current.
VII.  OLD BUSINESS

A. Follow up on MHC Director Insurance- Mark Ward reported the MHC is covered currently under the Expo’s policy.
B. Trademark- Mark Ward reported he has spoken with a trademark attorney who will donate her time to assist in obtaining a federal trademark. Application has been submitted. Approximately three months will pass before notification will be received.
C. Written Conflict of Interest and Gift Policy- Mark Ward passed around the policy with two changes suggested by members of the board. Each director would need to complete the conflict of interest statement and it would need to be updated as needed. Jan Schaltzlein motioned to accept the written Conflict of Interest Disclosure and Gift Statement. Glen Eaton seconded. Carol Dobbelaire requested to add a friendly amendment to have the motion state, also making this statement available online as a PDF able to be completed online. Both Jan and Glen accepted the amendment. Motion passed. Mark Ward requested that the policy be completed and turned in by the March meeting.   
VIII.   COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. EXPO –Glen Eaton, presented the proposed by-laws for the MN Horse Expo. Tim Bonham motioned to approve the by-laws as presented. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, motion passed.
 With the 28th Annual Minnesota Horse Expo being only about 2 ½ months away the planning is in great shape. International Clinicians are booked namely, Lynn Palm, Julie Goodnight, Andy Marcoux (Driving), Jay Henson and Nicole Carswell as well as other local Clinicians. Program ads are coming in but slow because of the economy. Three hundred and Six completed contracts for booths and stalls have been received and many more have been sent out and should be returned. The Coliseum is full of Vendors and the Livestock (Cattle) Barn is just about full. Over 50 breeds of horses are booked. The web site is updated just about daily and we are getting many complements on it. Set up will start on Tuesday April 20st with the first Vendors arriving on Wednesday, April 21nd. Horses start to arrive on Thursday, April 22nd. All is well with the Expo. The next Expo meeting is February 23rd at the Community room at Byerly’ in Sr. Louis Park 
B. Direct Funding –Christie Ward reported the following: 
    Proposals to be considered today:

1.
Riders-In-Cahoots Saddle Club


Bobbie Kleffman, President

This 50+-member organization is requesting $500 to support development of a new website. Total costs associated with website design and construction are estimated at $1200. The current website may be seen at: http://www.ridersincahoots.com. Club members are active in a range of equestrian disciplines, and the club hosts a large Sleigh Rally each winter, with participants drawn from MN, WI, ND, and Canada. of  event is scheduled for May 9, 2009 at the Martin County Fairgrounds in Fairmont, MN.
2.
Victory Riders, Inc.


Shelly DeRosier, Director

This therapeutic riding organization is requesting $500 to support installation of an ADA-compliant bathroom in the barn they operate within. The riders and volunteers currently use an outdoor port-potty, which is particularly challenging for those who use wheelchairs. Some of the supplies have already been purchased (toilet, sidebars, and sink), totaling $423. The remaining funds will be used to purchase a small cabinet and mirror.

Total Direct Funding approved for 2010: $0 to date
C. Annual Meeting- Dawn Moore reported 150 plates were used. 155 were paid for. Bill was $10,292.69 plus expenses for Uline and flowers.  
D. Unwanted Horse- Tracy Turner reported there have been more Equine practitioners given gelding project tablets. The programs available to complete the required education for the Gelding Project at Expo will be designated in some form. Tracy Turner also stated Montana is in the process of working on establishing a horse processing facility. 
E. SHCAC- Glen Eaton reported the following: budget is currently being drafted for the meeting in Washington DC. SHCAC is looking to clarify the income and expenses.  
F. Promotions- Teresa Hanson absent, no report. Mark Ward reported it was suggested that magnets and/or small cards for the MHC and the new websites be printed and given out at Expo.
G. Trails- Darrell Mead reported grant for trail maps ($6,000) was approved. 20,000 will be printed and the DNR will retain 5,000 of them.  
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Next Step for Property Tax Legislation- MHC has incurred a cost of $10,500 thus far. The next step to take will be to address the law with regard to training, lessons and other Equine endeavors aside from breeding and selling. Allison Eklund presented a proposed bill that has been drafted. Tom Tweeten motioned to accept the spirit of the bill. Glen Eaton seconded, discussion followed. Motion passed. Tracy Turner motioned to have the MHC create a resolution is support of this bill as soon as it is assigned a number. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, motion passed.  Discussion followed on the classification of horses as livestock. Allison Eklund will continue to investigate the matter and report back to the MHC board of directors. Carol Dobbelaire motioned to have the MHC support revised House File 835, Immunity from Liability. Glen Eaton seconded, motion passed.
B. New MN License Plates- Krishona Martinson has requested the opportunity to speak on this topic next month. Mark Ward has added her presentation to the agenda for March. 
C. Racino- Former Senator Dick Day and Mr. Olson presented a brief update on the Racino project. 18 Casinos in the state of MN bring in approx. 800 million dollars without paying taxes. Senate and House bills will be prepared within the next several weeks. A percentage of the revenue generated from the potential taxes on a Racino would be returned to the Equine industry in MN. Senator Day asked to have those interested to contact your legislators. He also will do a 20 minute presentation to Equine clubs and associations interested in Racino. MHC will consider a resolution to support the revised Racino bill.
D. Report on KY’s Proposed Legislation for Equestrian Use of Public Land- Mark Ward tabled item until next meeting.

E. Mileage Rates- Mark Ward reported the IRS mileage rates are $0.50 per mile for the year 2010.
X. Mark Ward adjourned the meeting at 9:02PM. 
NEXT MEETING

March 9th, 2010
6:30 p.m.

University of MN

Leatherdale Equine Center
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