Mn Horse Council February 8,th 2011



MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL

BOARD MINUTES

February 8th, 2011
Meeting Location:

Nutrena Conference Room – Leatherdale Center U of MN St Paul

Board Members

Present:
Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Mark Ward, Jan Schatzlein, Tim Bonham, Tracy Turner, Jennifer Willey, Dawn Moore, Glen Eaton, Carol Dobbelaire, Sue McDonough, Tom Tweeten, Trina Joyce, Marian Robinson, Judy Jensen, Dave Fleishhaker, Charlyn Cadwell
Absent:
n/a 
Members/Visitors:                Jean Fredlund, Tim Wampfler, Rick Dobbelaire, Kelly Boyd, Miriam McGurran 
I. Meeting called to order: 6:30 P.M. by Mark Ward 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

Mark Ward introduced the aforementioned guests and had the directors of the MHC introduce themselves to guests.  

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

Tim Bonham added Grants to the Committee Reports
Trina Joyce added Scholarships/Grants/Direct Funding to Committee Reports

      Tracy Turner added Legislation to Committee Reports

      Marian Robinson added Disaster to Committee Reports
 
IV.       Election of Officers: election of officers was presided over by out-going president       Mark Ward. Elections were as follows:
President- Glen Eaton motioned for Tracy Turner to assume the position of President. Tom Tweeten seconded, no other nominees, white ballot. Motion carries.

1st Vice President- Glen Eaton motioned for Darrell Mead to maintain his position as 1st Vice President, Judy Jensen seconded. Marian Robinson motioned for Mark Ward to assume the position, Carol Dobbelaire seconded. Results of a paper ballot revealed a 10-7 victory for Darrell Mead.
2nd Vice President- Marian Robinson motioned for Mark Ward to assume the position of 2nd Vice President. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, no additional nominees. White ballot, Mark Ward appointed as 2nd Vice President.

Secretary- Carol Dobbelaire motioned for Dawn Moore to continue in her role as Secretary. Tim Bonham seconded, no additional nominees. White ballot, Dawn Moore appointed Secretary.

Treasurer- Carol Dobbelaire motioned for Tim Bonham to continue his role as Treasurer. Judy Jensen seconded, no additional nominees. White ballot, Tim Bonham appointed Treasurer.

 V.
Treasurer’s Report for February was distributed by Tim Bonham. Total assets: $824, 592.06 with net available funds of $406,720.83.  Mark Ward motioned that grant recipients must use the fund within one year, unless the recipient requests an additional six months to redeem the funds. If the monies are not utilized within 18 months the money is forfeited and they must reapply. Jennifer Willey seconded, motion carries. Judy Jensen motioned that any grant recipients prior to the year 2011, need to apply for a six month extension or lose the funding. This motion also includes Tim Bonham sending a letter advising the aforementioned with a response required in writing by the recipient. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, motion carries. Discussion followed on the time allowed for grant recipients to redeem their funds. Glen Eaton motioned to accept the December treasurer’s report as presented. Darrell Mead seconded, motion carries.
VI. Approval of Minutes – Tim Bonham moved to accept the December minutes. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, motion passed.   
VII. Secretary’s Report –Dawn Moore passed a printed copy of all directors and their contact information. The committee list was circulated as well for updating by the directors. Committee chairs will be appointed at the March meeting. Dawn Moore also advised there are approximately 100 renewal reminders that need to be sent out this month. There are also 50 members who did not renew from 2009 who will get a renewal reminder.
VIII.  OLD BUSINESS
A. MHC Trademark completed- Mark Ward displayed a scam type letter received by the administrative assistant for registration in a worldwide database for a fee of over $2000. This scam was reported by Mark Ward to the USPS. Mark Ward also advised that we will need to file this trademark again between years 5/6 and years 8/9. 
   COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Expo-Glen Eaton reported: Promotion is in high gear for the 2011 Minnesota Horse Expo. Ads are being placed in area equine news papers etc. More will be coming later as the event gets closer. Ads for the program are coming in but slow this time of the year although Linda reports that most of the more expense ad areas are gone.  Requests for Vendor booths and Stalls have picked up and the next three months should be busy. Speakers are being booked and booked at this time are Pat Parelli, Richard Shrake, Tommy Garland, Lainie Deboer. Many more area speakers are booked and some more national are being interviewed. The schedule of events should be complete shortly after March 1. Every Public Horse Ridesthing that has to be done at this time of the year is done. The next Expo meeting is February 22 at Byerly’s in St. Louis Park with meeting starting at 6:30. Most of the time we adjourn by 8:00.

B. Direct Funding- Mark Ward reported he will be receiving correspondence from Christie Ward regarding the outstanding and the new applicants of the Direct Funding program.  
C. Promotions- Jennifer Willey reported the promotions committee gave away refrigerator clips and fortune cookies with horse themed fortunes at the annual meeting. She advised the advertising in publications would mirror the 2010 presence. Jennifer Willey asked directors to submit articles approximately 450 words in length for the Horse Digest publication. Jennifer Willey also advised a change in the top three expenses incurred by the promotions committee in 2010 (advertising, merchandise, Expo) to advertising, trade shows, Expo in 2011. Discussion followed on MHC sponsorship of shows. The next committee meeting date is February 21st at 6PM, Perkins on 694 and Hemlock. 
D. Annual Meeting- Dawn Moore reported the bill from the Northland Inn has been received and is $10,122. A deposit has been made for the annual meeting date in 2011. Dawn Moore also advised she has requested the exact menu as received this year. The man who has provided the ice sculpture has retired. Discussion followed regarding the annual meeting and positive comments received this year.
E. Unwanted Horse- Tracy Turner reported nationally the castration project Operation Gelding has some funds remaining that will be applied for by members of the local Equine welfare supporters.Tracy Turner advised a free castration clinic (need referral from a Humane Officer or veterinarian to participate) will be held on April 16th, 2011. A misunderstanding between the Humane Society, AHC and MHC has been resolved.
F. Legislation- Tracy Turner advised that 500 million metric tons of horse meat is being imported into the United States every year. This fact is being utilized in the ongoing discussion regarding Equine slaughter. Tracy Turner advised the senate agriculture committee members have shown an interest in attending the 2011 MN Horse Expo. Discussion followed on the license and transportation bill that was presented recently in Oregon. 
G. Scholarship/Grants/Direct Funding- Trina Joyce reported several thank you cards have been received from recipients of the aforementioned programs. Trina Joyce passed the cards for all directors to see. Dawn Moore requested a date for the upcoming Scholarship meeting. Trina Joyce will schedule the meeting and advise the committee.
H. Coalition of the State Horse Councils- Glen Eaton reported: A conference call has been called by Jay Hickey to be held at 9:00 AM on Tuesday, February 15. This call is concerning the finances of the CSHC. I am chair of that Committee. I will give a report at the next Council meeting.
I. Grants- Tim Bonham received a call from Wright County Fair regarding their arena and they would like permission to call it the MN Horse Council Arena. Discussion followed. Tim Bonham will contact the individual and gather more information.
J. Disaster- Marian Robinson reported a letter was sent to the governor regarding obtaining permission to contact local military commanders regarding utilizing their aircraft to deliver hay and feed to animals stranded by flood. A disaster survey was received and Marian Robinson answered all the questions and sent it back. Marian Robinson advised this year may be the worst flood season seen in many years. The committee is working on a disaster brochure. Discussion followed on anticipating the upcoming flood season and attempting to educate and prepare MHC members. David Fleishhaker will draft an article for the next issue of the MHC newsletter. 
K. Aisle of Breeds- Glen Eaton reported: The State Fair is several months away but I am receiving calls for people that want to be a part of it. We try to use mostly horses that are at the Expo but will take more breeds.

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Trina Joyce distributed the current handouts available for circulation at the MN Horse Expo and Aisle of Breeds. She advised many are outdated and others are low in quantity. Trina Joyce requested that directors assist in the updating of the materials relevant to their committee(s).
Announcements:

· February 11th is the deadline for submissions for the next newsletter.
X. Tracy Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:13PM. 
NEXT MEETING

March 8th, 2011
6:30 p.m.

University of MN

Leatherdale Equine Center
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