Mn Horse Council June 8,th 2010



MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL

BOARD MINUTES

June 8th, 2010
Meeting Location:

Nutrena Conference Room – Leatherdale Center U of MN St Paul

Board Members

Present:
Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Mark Ward, Jan Schatzlein, Tim Bonham, Tom Tweeten, Tracy Turner, Dawn Moore, Glen Eaton, Lynn Wasson, Trina Joyce, Judy Jensen
Absent:
Teresa Hanson, Sue McDonough, Marian Robinson, Christie Ward, Carol Dobbelaire
Members/Visitors:                Miriam McGurran, Tim Wampfler, Jessica Rehak, Jean Fredlund
I. Meeting called to order: 6:32 p.m. by Mark Ward 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

Mark Ward introduced the aforementioned guest.  

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

1. Trina Joyce requested correspondence be added to committee reports.
 IV.
Treasurer’s Report for June was distributed by Tim Bonham. Total assets: $702, 902.16 with total liabilities of $293,964.89. Darrell Mead motioned to accept the May treasurer’s report as presented. Tracy Turner seconded, motion passed. Discussion followed regarding the MHC policy regarding mileage reimbursement.  Trina Joyce was charged with clarifying the current policy and presenting it at the July meeting. 
V. Approval of Minutes – Tracy Turner moved to accept the May minutes with one correction ( the date of the AHC meeting). Tim Bonham seconded, motion passed.
VI. Secretary’s Report –Dawn Moore reported Teresa Hanson has a new phone number. The new number will be emailed to the directors.
VII.  OLD BUSINESS

A. Funding of Attorney’s Retainer- Mark Ward reported he is still searching for the funds, within the current budget, to retain Allison Eklund. Tim Bonham was charged with reporting in July details regarding the original budget and current amount paid out to Allison Eklund as of this point in time. Mark Ward requested discovery and findings be reported to the executive committee within a few days following the meeting. Darrell Mead suggested using the unused 2009 trail committee funds of $4,667.98 to retain Allison Eklund. Tracy Turner motioned to use $4500 the $4667.98 of unused trail funds from 2009 to retain Allison Eklund for one year, with the understanding that any litigation would be charged seperately. Glen Eaton seconded, discussion followed. The board charged Dawn Moore with contacting Allison Eklund regarding a contract and attending monthly board meetings. Motion passed by a vote of the board. 
B. State Fair $25,000 donation- Mark Ward reported a thank you has been received from the MN State Fair. They also advised that the MHC has been given a full page ad in their 2010 show program. 
VIII.   COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. EXPO –Glen Eaton reported the following: Most of the figures are complete for the 2010 Minnesota Horse Expo. with the attendance at 46,000 people. Indications from the surveys are that most Vendors had a good Expo.  The bottom line for the financial figures is not complete as we just got the State Fair bill and some of us want go over line by line. All in all we had a great Expo. The Expo will a booth at the Wisconsin Farm Technology Days , July 20 through 22 at the  Peterson Family Farm in River Falls.


On to the 2011 Minnesota Horse Expo which will be held April 28, 29, and 30. More improvements are going to be made at the State Fair Grounds before Expo 2011. The first contracts for Vendor Booths and Stall space will be mailed on August 28.


The next Expo meeting is June 29 at Byerly’s Community Room St. Louis, Park. The meeting starts at 6:30 and usually over by 8:00.

B. Direct Funding –Christie Ward absent, Mark Ward relayed that another request had been submitted and she will be presenting it to the committee.
C. Communications- Missie Schwartz reported several articles have been received for the July newsletter. Miriam McGurran inquired whether an article on the IRS audits would be of interest to the readers. The board advised the AHC has pertinent tax information on their website and the link to the information should be included in the July newsletter. Discussion followed regarding email vs postal mail delivery of the newsletter.
D. Inventory/Storage- Glen Eaton reported the bill has just been received and will be paid.  
E. Certified Stables- Sue McDonough absent. Report received via email. The Certified Stable Program has welcomed 5 new Stables to the Program.

 We have certified five new stables in 2010 and enjoyed meeting everyone and viewing these beautiful facilities.  Welcome.

Marlett Stables in Prior Lake

JD Bar Ranch in Oak Grove

Amador Acres in Shafer

Merlot Farm in Carver

Manahan Stables in St. Frances

We will continue working on re-certifying and updating the list.

Thanks to all the stables in the Certified Stable Program.  You show “Pride in Ownership”

F. SHCAC- Glen Eaton reported the AHC wants a written record of delegates from the MHC. Glen Eaton motioned to appoint the following delegates: Glen Eaton, Tracy Turner, Darrell Mead and Tom Tweeten in that order. Tracy Turner and myself will be going to Washington June 20th through the 23rd. Tracy will be attending the AHC meetings as I will the SHCAC meetings.
G. Aisle of Breeds: Glen Eaton reported: The Minnesota State Fair is August 26th through September 7th. We will have the Aisle of Breeds in the Horse Barn and setup will be August 24. We will need a lot of help to set up and of course people to attend the information table for the Council/Expo. More in the July report.
H. Trina Joyce presented an invitation received to an event as well as a thank you card for a recent sympathy card sent.

I. Trails- Darrell Mead reported since early may I have been trying to visit as many of the horse camps as possible, we have worked a lot at St. Croix State Forest trimming trails, there has been more wind storms than normal, I have also been to Pillsbury State Forest, Lincoln County Park Hole in the Mountain Horse camp we have spent $1650.00 there to rebuild the picket lines, we are also working with the camps up north with some projects that won't start till this fall.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Trail at Afton Park-Mark Ward reported one of the best trails in the park has been closed. Mark Ward requested Darrell Mead look into the situation and report back at the July meeting.
B. IRS Audits of Horse Businesses- Miriam McGurran shared that she is being audited and is concerned that others may be, or will be, in a similar situation and would like to pool resources (attorneys, Equine appraisers, accountants, etc) to help with these situations. 
C. Covered walkway from horse barn to cattle barn at the State Fair grounds- Miriam McGurran presented an idea to have a covered walkway from the horse barn to the coliseum. Mark Ward will mention the idea to Mark Goodrich at the State Fair. Miriam McGurran will take the idea back to MAHA to see if they would like to pursue it.
D. Tim Bonham inquired whether any more information has been received regarding the Dept. of Transportation stopping truck/trailer combinations. Mark Ward advised that no additional information has been received, however, he has discussed this issue with Allison Eklund and she will be researching the issue.

E. Mark Ward advised the MHC tax bill has passed. Information will be presented in the July newsletter.
X. Mark Ward adjourned the meeting at 7:57PM. 
NEXT MEETING

July 13th, 2010
6:30 p.m.

University of MN

Leatherdale Equine Center

PAGE  
3

