Mn Horse Council March 9,th 2010



MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL

BOARD MINUTES

March 9th, 2010
Meeting Location:

Nutrena Conference Room – Leatherdale Center U of MN St Paul

Board Members

Present:
Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Mark Ward, Jan Schatzlein, Tim Bonham, Christie Ward, Marian Robinson, Dawn Moore, Trina Joyce, Carol Dobbelaire, Glen Eaton, Sue McDonough, Lynn Wasson, Judy Jensen
Absent:
Tracy Turner, Tom Tweeten, Teresa Hanson 
Members/Visitors:                Rick Dobbelaire, Jan Fredlund, Allison Eklund, Krishona Martinson
I. Meeting called to order: 6:36 p.m. by Mark Ward 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

Mark Ward introduced the aforementioned guests.  

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

1. Tim Bonham requested Additional Requests for Funds be added under new business.
2. Carol Dobbelaire requested a discussion of the MHC by-laws as it pertains to director attendance at the monthly meeting.

3. Mark Ward requested the addition of a discussion regarding Allison Eklund as MHC legal counsel.

4. Teresa Hanson sent word that business card handouts will be available and distributed at the 2010 Expo for both the MHC website and the MN Horsemen’s Directory website.
5. Glen Eaton advised there will be an overlap of the MHC and Expo monthly meetings in April. As a result Glen Eaton, Darrell Mead and Missie Schwartz will not be in attendance for the April meeting of the MHC.

 IV.
Treasurer’s Report for March was distributed by Tim Bonham. Carol Dobbleaire motioned to accept the February treasurer’s report, Jan Schatzlein seconded, motion passed. Mark Ward requested the notation “surplus” be removed from future treasurer’s reports.
V. Approval of Minutes – Carol Dobbelaire moved to accept the February minutes as presented. Christie Ward seconded, motion passed.
VI. Secretary’s Report –Dawn Moore passed the current committee list around to all directors present. She asked that it be checked for accuracy, changed as needed and returned to Andrea Dubay at meeting’s end for updating.
VII.  OLD BUSINESS

A. Written Conflict of Interest and Gift Policy- Mark Ward reminded all directors to be certain they have filled out the policy and turn it in.

VIII.   COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. EXPO –Glen Eaton reported the following: Promotion is in high gear with full and half page ads in Equine magazines and newspapers. The Expo will have the insert in the St. Paul Pioneer Press the Sunday before the Expo event. Kathy is working with TV and radio stations for ads. The web site is up to date and is being updated as  information changes. The Expo will have a vendor booth at the Central Minnesota Horse Fest April 10th and 11th at the Benton County Fairgrounds in Sauk Rapids MN. Ads for the program are coming in and the dead line is about March 15.Three hundred and Sixty Six completed contracts have been received with many more out to be returned. The Coliseum and Livestock (Cattle Barn) is full and I feel the rest of the buildings will full before Event time. International speakers are the same as in the February report and are listed on the web site as well local speakers and demonstrations. Set up will start on Tuesday April 20. Changes are being made by the State Fair in the Cattle and Horse barns. Everything is on schedule and we will be ready for a large Expo

The next Expo meeting is March 30 at Byerly’s in St .Louis Park.
B. Direct Funding –Christie Ward reported the following: 
Proposals to be considered today:

1.
Mounted Eagles Therapeutic Horsemanship


Aggie Stroot, Executive Director

This therapeutic riding organization is based at Spirit Horse Center in Brainerd, MN. They are requesting $490 to support the purchase of 7 heavyweight turnout blankets; one for each of their program horses, which live outside year round. They have identified State Line Tack as a source of quality blankets at $70 each.

Proposals approved at the February 2010 meeting:
1.
Victory Riders, Inc.


Shelly DeRosier, Director

This therapeutic riding organization was awarded $500 to support installation of an ADA-compliant bathroom in the barn they operate within. The riders and volunteers currently use an outdoor port-potty, which is challenging for those who use wheelchairs. Some of the supplies have already been purchased (toilet, sidebars, and sink), totaling $423. The remaining funds will be used to purchase a small cabinet and mirror.

Direct Funding proposals approved for 2010 to date:

Victory Riders, Inc: $500
Total Direct Funding approved for 2010: $500 to date
C. Trail Blazers- Darrell Mead reported that he has reviewed the final draft for the reprint of the trail maps. The booth for Expo is ready to go.
D. Legislative- Tracy Turner absent, information presented by Mark Ward. Tracy Turner asked the directors to list the bills regarding horses, that are currently before legislature, on the website and in the newsletter. Mark Ward reminded all directors present of the current bill regarding Racino that is to be presented to the legislature this year. Discussion followed. It was decided that further discussion would occur only after additional information is received from the bill’s author. Christie Ward requested that in addition to all bills being listed on the website, that a link be implemented to allow access directly to legislators to allow them to express their opinion. Mark Ward reported there is also a Horse Trails Modification Bill that would allow commercial facilities to provide a trail pass for multiple riders. In addition, there is a bill before the house and the senate regarding a new MN license plate that would be Equine related. Funds generated from this new plate would be directed to the University of MN for research.
E. SHCAC- Glen Eaton reported the following: budget is currently being drafted for the meeting in Washington DC. SHCAC is looking to clarify the income and expenses.  
F. Disaster- Marian Robinson reported the following: 
Marian and Rick have taken DART (Disaster Animal Response Training) and EAS (Emergency Animal Sheltering) classes that the Minnesota Animal Disaster Coalition and HSUS had put together.  HSUS didn’t charge a fee since it was through a Minnesota grant.  Close to several hundred people took advantage of the classes in Eagan (Fall), St. Cloud (Winter) and New Brighton (late Winter).  The last EAS class is being offered this weekend in New Brighton at the NB Fire Station…March 13th and 14th.

Marian contacted Carrie Hammer of the N.D. University Horse Park to see how things are going as far as flood stages in Fargo.  She said “it may be as bad if not worse than last year”.  County officials are very worried about flooding this year because of the heavy water content in the snow packs left on the ground and this very ‘welcoming’ warm weather we have been having.

What with the shortage of hay this Spring we may have a hard time getting hay to flooded areas.  We were told by one source that the 5 state area may have to get their hay from Canada.  

March 16, 17, and 18:  Minnesota Governor’s Annual Conference is being held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in St. Paul where all county and state officials meet to network on what to do for this year.  Marian will be having a booth that represents our idea of a plan for a holding facility if there are no adequate housing in the area.  

At the Mn. Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters conference Feb. 27th in New Brighton we had a booth with our plans and suggestions.  Quite a few of our handouts were taken so there was an interest in our ideas.  Carol, Rick and I were there to represent MHC.  Dr. Mike Hennen was a speaker on how to handle Large Animals:  horses, cows, etc.

About a month ago Marian was approached with a request to be a volunteer on the Scott County animal evacuation plan that ALL counties across the country have to have ever since Katrina.  Marian has been working with Chris Weldon, Scott County emergency manager and his head volunteer Lesle Lynch mostly through emails.  Marian was told she was a wealth of information:  how MHC got involved in the 1997 flood and other incidents.  

When they asked if I knew of other volunteers I suggested Rick Dobbelaire and Charlie O’Brien for help with large animals and small animals.  My suggestion to use the Scott County fairgrounds was a good idea and Chris is looking into it.  The 4 of us had a night meeting last week for 1 ½ hours and it was very interesting to get ideas from all sides.

About a month prior the Hennepin County E.M.  emailed me to ask how many horses were in Hennepin County for their evacuation plan.  At the time Carol Dobbelaire and I thought 1,000-4,000 just in Western Hennepin but Rick later figured that there’s about 10-15,000.

Sometime this year the annual event  “Are YOU Ready?” at the St. Paul Children’s Museum Rick has offered to show their pony at the ADC booth to show people how to be prepared for larger animals.   As of yet no decision has been made on what will be done for that event through the ADC.

March 9th:  today I received an email from an animal control agent in Eagan that the Wisconsin Horse Council is trying to bring a large animal rescue course to the Univ. of Wisc. River Falls facility.  It would be great if one could be that close to Minnesota.  Is there any way that the Mn. Horse Council could do the same?  More information at a later date.

G. Communications- Missie Schwartz asked for the newsletter deadline to be added to the bottom of the agenda permanently. The deadline is always the Friday following the director’s meeting. 
H. Budget Review Expo- Darrell Mead advised the council directors of the costs of hosting the rodeo and retaining Kathy Juhl and Linda Dahl for their services.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Next Step for Property Tax Legislation- Mark Ward reported the property tax bills supported by the MHC are identified as SF 2685 and HF 3107 respectively. It has been recommended to the House Tax Committee by John Haven. The Senate bill will be heard before the senate property tax committee March 10th, 2010. There is the intention to send out a legislative newsletter to update and advise members regarding the Equine related bills currently in legislation. The title will be Legislative Update. Sue McDonough requested this information be available at the MHC booth at the MN Horse Expo.
B. New MN License Plates- Krishona Martinson reported that she has developed an Equine enthusiast license plate that would support the University of MN Equine research. The bill was introduced on Feb. 4th and the hearing was March 8th, 2010. SF 2411 is the file name for the Equine Enthusiast License Plate Bill. The bill is currently tabled. Christie Ward motioned to support the bill regarding the Equine Enthusiast License Plate. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, discussion followed. The directors voted to support this bill and a resolution will be drafted.
C. Contract with Allison Eklund will expire in June. Mark Ward presented the idea of keeping Allison Eklund on retainer with the MHC.  Dawn Moore motioned to hire Allison Eklund on retainer after the completion of her current contract. Christie Ward seconded, discussion followed. The motion passed via a vote of the directors. Mark Ward requested the directors brainstorm possible areas from the budget that could fund this retainer.
D. Report on KY’s Proposed Legislation for Equestrian Use of Public Land- Mark Ward tabled item until next meeting.

E. Carol Dobbelaire presented her interpretation on the MHC by-laws regarding director attendance at monthly meetings. Discussion followed. It was requested that Andrea Dubay compile a list of attendance for the past year. It was suggested that the use of teleconferencing/video conferencing could be implemented. Discussion followed.
F. Tim Bonham presented a request from the MN Zoo for the funds to support the MN Cream Draft Horse. Also presented a request from MN 4-H for an ethics in horses video that they would like to buy in bulk (approx 125 copies at $1800). In addition there was a request from Freeborn County (who had received a previous grant and mistakenly spent the money on lime for the arena footing without a top covering) they are requesting additional funds to rectify the situation. The board of directors decided that all requests must be made via traditional direct funding or grant request.
X. Mark Ward adjourned the meeting at 8:53PM. 
NEXT MEETING

April 13th, 2010
6:30 p.m.

University of MN

Leatherdale Equine Center
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