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MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL 

BOARD MINUTES 

October 12th, 2010 

 
Meeting Location:  Nutrena Conference Room – Leatherdale Center U of MN St Paul 

 

Board Members 

Present: Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Mark Ward, Jan Schatzlein, Tim 

Bonham, Lynn Wasson, Trina Joyce, Christie Ward, Marian 

Robinson, Tom Tweeten, Carol Dobbelaire, Tracy Turner, Jennifer 

Willey, Judy Jensen, Dawn Moore 

 

Absent: Sue McDonough, Glen Eaton 

 

Members/Visitors:                David Fleischhaker, Tarren Turner, Rick Dobbelaire 

 

I. Meeting called to order: 6:31 p.m. by Mark Ward  

 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors 

Mark Ward introduced the aforementioned guests and had the directors of the MHC 

introduce themselves to guests.   

 

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda 

 Mark Ward added the following to the agenda: 

1. MN DOT update to Old Business 

2. Washington County Tax Issue to New Business 

3. Promotions to Committee Reports 

Darrell Mead added Elections to Old Business 

Trina Joyce added Grants to Committee Reports 

Tom Tweeten added World Equestrian Games to New Business  

 

 IV. Treasurer’s Report for August/September was distributed by Tim Bonham. Total 

assets: $897,375.52 with net available funds of $413,336.99 Carol Dobbelaire 

motioned to accept the September treasurer’s report as presented. Tracy Turner 

seconded, motion passed.  

 

V. Approval of Minutes – Jan Schatzlein moved to accept the September minutes. Tracy 

Turner seconded, motion passed.  It was requested the minutes be distributed to 

directors as soon as they are completed.  

 

VI. Secretary’s Report –Dawn Moore - no nominations for Horseperson of the Year have 

been received to date. Business cards, with updated contact information, were ordered 

for all directors not up for reelection this year. Cards were distributed to the 

appropriate directors. 
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VII.  OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. MN DOT Update- Mark Ward stated a summary of last month’s presentation is being 

compiled by Allison Eklund for presentation in the MHC newsletter. 

 

B.   Elections- Darrell Mead- six positions are currently available. Two Bios have been 

received by persons not currently directors ( David Fleischhaker and Charlyn Cadwell 

respectively). The six directors currently up for re-election are: Tracy Turner, Dawn 

Moore, Tim Bonham, Christie Ward, Darrell Mead and Lynn Wasson. Lynn Wasson has 

chosen not to run for re-election. 

 

VIII.   COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Direct Funding –Christie Ward reported the following: 

 Proposals approved at the September 2010 meeting: 

1. National Versatility Ranch Horse Association – Northern Lights Affiliate 

 Jan Rooney-Nordvall, Clinic OrganizerThis organization was awarded $500 to subsidize 

costs associated with a free youth clinic held August 24, 2010. Funds awarded will be used to 

pay expenses for the two clinicians, Jay and Gina Henson, as well as costs associated with 

facility and cattle use. Fifteen girls from all around the state participated in this event, which 

focused on riding, roping, cutting, and sorting skills. 

2. Traverse County 4-H Horse Project 

 Melissa Persing, 4-H Program DirectorThis organization was awarded $500 to support a 

series of 7 equine horsemanship and showmanship clinics held between June and August 2010 at 

the Traverse County Fairgrounds in Wheaton, MN. Clinics addressed activities such as 

showmanship; drill team fundamentals; horsemanship; roping and goat tying; games; pleasure; 

and grooming and hoof care. Funds will be used to help cover instructor and mileage fees. 

Participation in each of the clinics was priced at $5 - $10. 

3. Natural Connections Learning Center 

 Tanya Welsch, Education DirectorThis animal-assisted therapy organization was 

awarded $312 to support the purchase of a Saddle-Lite modified treeless saddle approved by 

NARHA. Participants interact with horses through both groundwork and mounted exercises, 

most of which involve the use of minimal tack to allow participants to better feel the horse’s 

body movements, breathing, and warmth. 

Direct Funding proposals approved for 2010 to date: 

Victory Riders, Inc: $500 

Minnesota Mounted Shooters Association: $500 

Whips and Wheels Carriage & Driving Society: $500 

Polk County 4-H Council: $500 

North Central Morgan Association: $500 

National Versatility ranch Horse Association - $500 

Traverse County 4-H Project - $500 

Natural Connections Learning Center - $312 

Total Direct Funding approved for 2010: $3812 to date 
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B. Disaster- Marian Robinson reported the following: As September came along we were 

gearing up for a really nice Fall and preparing for Winter....never expecting a rainfall to hit SE, 

SW, and Central Minnesota with up to 10" of rain.  Some towns like Hammond and Zumbro 

Falls were almost wiped off the map.  Pine Island became a virtual island and many roads were 

closed to a lot of towns.  Some of those roads are still closed.   

I had the pleasure of being able to get on almost every Disaster Conference Call since this event 

has happened.  Several incidents required help from the Horse Council for sheltering and food 

for horses. 

The first one was for shelter for a 16hh mare and a 44" pony that had to swim for high ground 

from their barn.  While I was talking to the owners they said they could just see the top of the 

barn coming through the receding flood waters.  Several hours before calling them Tim Bonham 

did some research on where horses could possibly find shelter in Dodge County.  I read off the 

different locations to the owner and one turned out to be someone she used to work for and she 

would check it out.  Haven't heard from her again so I assume everything is ok.  

A few days later someone on the conference call said someone in Pine Island needed help.  There 

were 8 horses that had lost all their winter food, bale feeders, etc.  I got in touch with Rick and he 

called the lady back to get more information before finding the hay that was needed.  We weren't 

going to send her a whole Winter supply of hay....that was out of the question and not expected 

of MHC anyways.  We were thinking of sending down 8 round bales within a few days,,,,what 

with the 29th IDS PrepareFair going on the next day.  While at the Fair Rick did get a call that 

the lady wasn't going to need the hay since her neighbors found out about her problem they were 

willing to help her out.  That saved our committee a lot of money just in case there would be a 

need much bigger down the line.  

Diane Logue, of Cannon Falls, who had helped us get 8 semi loads of hay down to Miss. and La. 

after H. Katrina returned my call from the day before and said that she had talked to the semi 

drivers down there to see if they would be willing to help out with hay.  They said "Sure, we're 

willing to help our neighbors.  When do you need us?"  She told them "We will let you know."  

Well it turns out that they won't be needed, unless the areas get hit with a lot more rain again.  

At the IDS PrepareFair the MHC's booth had a good spot where people on the escalators and 

skyway could see us in any direction.  I passed out quite a few brochures of how to prepare to get 

their animals out of danger and answered a lot of questions.  They had four or five streets 

blocked off for emergency agency vehicles to be displayed. They didn't have room on the street 

for a truck/horse trailer to represent MHC's disaster vehicle but next year they promise us a spot.  

 

C. Budget- Mark Ward led the directors through a line by line budget review for 2011. Mark 

Ward motioned to increase the Administrative Assistant’s salary to $13.50/hour, effective 

January 1st, 2011. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, motion passed. Tracy Turner motioned to approve 

the budget as presented. Christie Ward seconded, motion passed. 

 

D. Website/Horsemen’s Directory- Mark Ward navigated the site showing the new “News and 

Lists” feature, current newsletter, and Horsemen’s Directory listing applications. Mark Ward 

asked that all directors review the website to ensure accuracy. Any changes or updates need to be 

sent to Mark Ward directly. Due to reported difficulty in finding the “search” box, extra space 

will be added around it to make it more visible. 
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E. Promotions- Jennifer Willey reported a test ad was put in the EquiFest program. Discussion of 

the sample ad followed. In addition to the ad a MHC drawing will be held at EquiFest. Jennifer 

Willey intends to track ROI on this advertising. Also being developed is a MHC Facebook page. 

Mark Ward will contact Kathy Juhl to obtain the Expo master mailing list. 

 

F. Certified Stables- Sue McDonough absent, the following report was sent electronically. 

Welcome to our newest Certified Stables 

Oak Haven Farm 

Michele/Dave Doebbeling 

Oak Grove, MN 

It was a pleasure to meet Michele and Dave and see there wonderful facility. 

As owners they go the extra mile for their boarders. 

Welcome to the CS program. 

West Lawn Farm 

Faribault, MN 

It was a pleasure to meet Penny and see her beautiful Arabians. 

Welcome to the CS Program 

Three stables are interested in our program and will be inspected when a day and time are 

scheduled. Four stables have been re-inspected  in 2010.  We appreciate their continued interest 

in the CS Program as we do all the participants in the program. With the addition of these 

facilities we have 73 Stables in the CS Program. 

 

G. Grants- Tim Bonham reported thirty requests have been received. The committee will meet 

Monday October 25
th

 at the U of MN at 6:30pm to determine awardees for 2011. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS  
A.Washington County Property Tax Issue- Mark Ward reported a letter sent by 

Washington County seeking information on boarding facilities is being reviewed by 

Allison Eklund. Allison Eklund has also contacted the county to help reword the letter in 

order to encourage a better response. 

 

B. World Equestrian Games- Tom Tweeten, Mark Ward, Tracy Turner- Tom Tweeten 

reported there were three parts: competition, trade show and the Equine Village 

(consisting of educational activities). Several other horse councils had representatives at 

the games. Tracy Turner reported on the veterinary side of the games. Isolated horses, vet 

students from the entire nation, Canada and Ross University received the opportunity to 

travel to the games to assist the official veterinarians, and FEI regulation enforcement. 

Mark Ward requested Tracy Turner write an article regarding the games for the MHC 

newsletter. Mark Ward visited with the Executive Director of the KY Horse Council who 

complimented MN on having such an active council and advised they obtain revenue 

from an Equine enthusiast license plate.   

 

Announcements: 

 October 15
th

 is the deadline for submissions for the next newsletter. 

 

X. Mark Ward adjourned the meeting at 8:32PM.  
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NEXT MEETING 

November 9th, 2010 

6:30 p.m. 

University of MN 

Leatherdale Equine Center 

 

 

 

 


