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Goals and Objectives of the
Minnesota Horse Council
Promote and/or support equine
educational activities
Improve communication in all 
horse related activities with the
general public
Gather information of value to
equine related activities
Distribute gathered information
as appropriate
Provide expertise, consult 
and advise
Establish, develop and enhance
equine trails and other infra-
structure and encourage their
prudent use
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The Sons of the Wind School of Equestrian Arts
is gearing up for its 2013 Tour, where they will be
conducting informational clinics for dressage rid-
ers and trainers, as well as showcasing the talent
of their Lusitano mounts. The second of the tour
will be at Equine Affaire in Columbus, Ohio,
from April 11-14, and then they will be traveling
to the Minnesota Horse Expo from April 26-28.
During these events, Sons of the Wind will be
teaching clinics focused on different training
techniques that can help improve a horses’ dres-
sage performance.

One of the clinics conducted by Sons of the
Wind will focus on long-lining. Vitor Silva and
Julie Bottum will concentrate on when to use it
during the training progression of a horse, which
is unique depending on the horse’s discipline.
They will also discuss developing the strength
of a performance horse through the Pendulum of
Elasticity. This clinic will include recommenda-
tions on how to ride and train horses through
specific exercises as well as common mistakes
and evasive behaviors of the horse.

There will also be a clinic about how to do lat-
eral work. Sons of the Wind will focus on test-

ing the riders’ aides and reinforcing the basics.
They will also be observing common mistakes
and evasive behaviors during the training of lat-
eral work at all three gaits, while discussing how
to work through these problems

The next clinic will discuss tempi changes: from
recognizing when to start the progression to
common mistakes, and then the solutions
through training exercises. The final clinic will
focus on when and why to introduce the
piaffe/passage progression into your training.
They will discuss how to recognize whether to
start with piaffe or passage training first. This
clinic will also include common problems in
training and techniques to solve those problems.

The Sons of the Wind Tour will also include
Cornell University from April 5-7, 2013, and the
Midwest Horse Fair in Wisconsin from April
18-21, where they will also be conducting clin-
ics. In addition to the clinics, Sons of the Wind
will be performing a Quadrille and athletic
movements including Airs Above the Ground
for those in attendance. 

About Sons of the Wind
Sons of the Wind School of Equestrian Arts cur-
rently has locations in Merrimac, MA, and Palm
City, FL. Founder Vitor Silva, Sons of the Wind
provides students the opportunity to experience
and understand the correctness of all the move-
ments of dressage. These establishments offer
the training and schooling to horses and riders
of different backgrounds and levels. Sons of the
Wind is also a full service breeding facility for
the talented Lusitano breed as it is very impor-
tant for the growth of the school to keep training
horses that could be great mounts and prospects
for lessons and for sale.

For more information about Sons of the Wind
School of Equestrian Arts please visit www.son-
softhewindfarm.com.

Minnesota Horse Expo to Feature Classical Dressage Clinics
by Sons of the Wind Farm
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What is a Drum Horse?
I am sure many of you are wondering, "What is a Drum Horse?"
This question has two answers, which plays a part in why there
is much confusion surrounding the Drum Horse. One Drum
Horse is a type of horse, a horse named for the job it performs
and so called purely in Britain. The other Drum Horse is a breed
of horse (American). 

The Drum Horse as a "Job"
Originally named for the job it performs, the Drum Horse is
assigned to carry two extremely heavy, solid silver kettle drums,
along with a fully outfitted rider, in the Band of the Life Guards.
The breed of horse selected to be used as a Drum Horse in the
Band of the Life Guards does not matter so long as the horse
meets the requirements of the Household Cavalry Regiment.

The Riding Master of the Household Cavalry Regiment is the
person who inspects and selects each Drum Horse. To be an eli-
gible Drum Horse candidate for the Band of the Life Guards, one
must be a minimum of 16.3 hands tall and well-built, for the
combined weight of the fully outfitted rider and the two solid sil-
ver kettle drums along with the drum furniture can easily exceed
300 pounds. A sound temperament is also a must as the Drum
Horse is expected to be ridden through large crowds with drums
beating loudly, being controlled solely by reins attached to their
rider's feet, without so much as the flick of an ear. 

The Cavalry Drum Horse of today is traditionally a Clydesdale
cross and is most often piebald or skewbald in color, though
sabino and solids have been used as well. Each Drum Horse,
once training is complete, is given a name reflecting a hero from
Greek mythology. To date, only one mare has ever been used by
the Household Cavalry Regiment as a Drum Horse; all others
have been geldings.

Her Majesty The Queen has an avid interest in the Regiment's
Drum Horses, and she has personally bred horses for the
Regiment solely for this purpose. 

Once the Drum Horse has fulfilled his duties in the Band of the
Life Guards, he is retired and sent to live out his days at Home
of Rest for Horses, a service provided by The Horse Trust, a
horse charity that was established in 1886.

The Drum Horse as a Breed
Inspired by the Drum Horses used in the Band of the Life
Guards, the American Drum Horse is a breed of horse achieved
by breeding a Shire, Clydesdale, or Friesian with a
Gypsy Cob. At any given time, no single breed listed can
exceed 87% (7/8) of the total make-up, and the percent-
age of Gypsy Cob blood cannot fall below 12.5% (1/8).

The aspiration of the American Drum Horse is to produce
the ideal heavy riding horse; therefore, it should display
athleticism and the ability to be competitive in both rid-
ing and driving disciplines. Like the Cavalry Drum
Horses that inspired the breed, the American Drum Horse
should be of sound temperament and a willing partner. At
maturity, the American Drum Horse should reach a min-
imum of 16 hands with the smaller of the two parents

being a minimum of 15
hands. It should display
copious amounts of
mane, tail and feather,
and it can be found in a
wide array of coat colors
and patterns.

Some people refer to the
American Drum Horse as
a "Gypsy Drum." This
term is incorrect. The
Gypsy Cob and the
American Drum Horse
are two separate breeds.
Likewise, an American
Drum Horse is not a large Gypsy Cob.

American Drum Horse Registries
There are three registries in America with which you can regis-
ter your American Drum Horse: the International Drum Horse
Association, the Gypsy Cob and Drum Horse Association, and
the Gypsy Horse Association. As a whole, they generally advo-
cate the same breed standard. However, the International Drum
Horse Association is the only registry which is solely dedicated
to the American Drum Horse, whereas the Gypsy Cob and Drum
Horse Association as well as the Gypsy Horse Association, as
their names imply, also focus on the registration of the Gypsy
Cob. Furthermore, the International Drum Horse Association is
the only registry that does not allow Friesian blood to be used in
the make-up of an American Drum Horse; only Shires,
Clydesdales, and Gypsy Cobs may be used.

DRUM HORSES AT EXPO

Info provided by
Ashley Holte and

drumhorseassociation.com
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See these breeds &
more at the 2013
MN Horse Expo

American Quarter Horse
American Saddlebred

Appaloosa
Arabian

Bashkir Curly
Belgian

Buckskin
Chincoteague Pony

Clydesdale
Donkey

Drum Horse
Fell Pony

Foundation Appaloosa
Foundation Quarter Horse

Friesian Blood Horse
Friesian Heritage Horse

Friesian Purebred
Gypsy

Gypsy Cob
Gypsy Vanner

Haflinger
Half Arabian

Icelandic Horse
Mini Arabian
Mini Gypsy

Miniature Horse
Miniature Pinto

Morab
Morgan

Mule
Nokota Horse

Norwegian Fjord
Paint

Paso Fino
Percheron
Peruvian
Pintabian

Pinto
Rocky Mountain Horse

Shetland Pony
Shire

Spanish Mustang
Spotted Draft Horse

Standardbred
Tennessee Walking Horse

Thoroughbred
Warmblood
Welsh Pony
Welsh Cobb

Tour the U of M Equine Center During
the Minnesota Horse Expo

Tours of the Leatherdale Equine Center will be held Friday afternoon at 2:30 pm and  4:00 pm and
on Saturday at 10:00 am, 11:30 am and 1:00 pm. A bus will run between the Minnesota Horse Expo
and the Equine Center. Free tickets for the bus can be picked up at the Equine Center Booth (Poultry
Barn Booth 809) or near the bus stop outside the North Expo Gate--look for the person in the
Leatherdale Equine Center hat! Tours this year will include live horses with demonstrations of car-
diac (EKG) testing and neurological examinations and a review of what internal medicine is all about!

BB..JJ..  SSCCHHUUMMAACCHHEERR  TTOO  AAPPPPEEAARR
AATT  22001133  EEXXPPOO  RROODDEEOOSS

B.J. Schumacher, former 2006 world champion bull rider
who qualified for the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in
eight of his nine full seasons, will perform at all three Horse
Expo rodeo performances as the PRCA's newest specialty
act. Horse Expo PRCA rodeos are scheduled for Friday and
Saturday nights at 7 pm and Sunday at 3 pm. Advance Horse
Expo ($6 Ages 6-12 and Seniors 62+; $9 ages 13-61) and
Rodeo tickets ($4-$10 depending on seating) are available at www.mnhorseexpo.org. Rodeo tickets are
also available at Expo.

B.J. Schumacher will be signing autographs Friday and Saturday from 1:00 pm-2:00 pm at the Arena
Trailer Sales booths in the Cattle Barn L100-L145.

Needed for Expo
Do you have a piece of
antique horse equipment?
Would it fit in a display
case similar to a two-shelf
jewelry case? Would you
be willing to loan it for
display in the MHC/trails
booth? The case is locked
at all times and security
patrols at night.

If you can loan any-
thing, please contact

Trina Joyce at
612-729-7798 or

trinajoyce@earthlink.net

VOLUNTEER - Be part of the MN Horse Expo Experience!
When you volunteer as an individual (must be 16 or older) for a shift of 4 or more
hours, you will receive free admission to the Horse Expo on the day you work
UNLESS you work on Thursday, the set-up day, in which case you will get a pass
for another day at Expo.

Earn Money for your Club!
If a group (can be a horse-related group but doesn’t need to be) comprised of 10 peo-
ple (must be 16 or older) agrees to work a minimum of 40 hours during Expo, that
group will earn $10 per 4-hour shift for their group. Hours must be verified as worked
by Expo Staff prior to payment. Check will be mailed after hours are verified.

Call Missie Schwartz, MN Horse Expo Volunteer Coordinator, at 952-451-9581
or e-mail her at bmschwartz@msn.com for available jobs and shifts.

Volunteers should enter through the North Gate after getting their hand stamped
for free admission at the Will Call Booth located just outside the North Gate.
Volunteers' names must be on the Will Call volunteer list to qualify for free admis-
sion. Paid entry through another Expo gate will not be reimbursed. All volunteers
must go to the Expo Office (Northwest end of Coliseum) to get their instructions,
volunteer T-shirt and to sign in. Children ages 6 and older may accompany adult
volunteers whose job is handing out programs but must pay admission.
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Westman at his 100th
Birthday Party February 4Westman receiving the 2002 MHC Horseman of the Year Award

Walter Westman spent his life on horseback -- nearly 103 years of it
By Mary Divine, mdivine@pioneerpress.com

Walter Westman believed in riding horses. 

"There's nothing so good for the inside of a man as the outside
of a horse," he told many visitors to his Hilltop Riding Academy,
one of Minnesota's first indoor riding arenas. 

Westman, who died Feb. 6 at age 103, continued riding until just
before his 100th birthday, said his son Charlie Westman of White
Bear Township. 

"He had a deep fondness for horses," said Westman, a veterinari-
an who specializes in equine chiropractics and acupuncture. "He
always said, 'You treat that horse right, and he'll treat you right.' " 

Walter Westman grew up working with horses on his family's
farm in rural Anoka County. In 1936, he opened the Hilltop
Riding Academy in Columbia Heights, which his wife,
Margaret, operated after he was drafted into the Army during
World War II. 

"When they drafted me, I told them all I knew was horses, so they
put me in the cavalry," Westman told the Pioneer Press in 2006. 

Westman trained on horseback for a year in Texas and patrolled
the Mexican border. "We were as fit as fiddles, and so were the
horses," he told the Pioneer Press. "We were riding every day,
probably four hours a day. To be in the cavalry, you have to be
top of the line." 

Charlie Westman said his father liked being in the cavalry
because the horses "did all the work" and "you didn't have to
march a 10-mile march like you would in the infantry." 

Westman's unit was sent to the South Pacific during the war. 

He received a Purple Heart for an injury he received in the
Admiralty Islands; he was struck by the white phosphorous from
a mortar round. 

When the war was over, Westman bought 34 horses from the
Army at an auction in Kansas. "They were from the Cavalry
Officers School, and they were the best horses you could find,"
he told the Pioneer Press. "I shipped them by train up to New
Brighton and herded them 6 miles to my stables on a road that
they were building" -- a road, he said, that is now Interstate 694. 

In 1948, Westman moved the academy to Maplewood, where he
worked until he retired in 1977. 

Westman was named
Horseperson of the Year
by the Minnesota Horse
Council in 2002 and was
honored by the
Minnesota Hunter and
Jumper Association in
2005. 

When he was 92,
Westman founded the
Minnesota chapter of
the 1st Cavalry Division
Association. Called the
Walter H. Westman-
Northland Chapter, the
group meets quarterly
and raises money for
grocery-store gift cards
for the families of
deployed service members. 

"That helped him have some purpose," Charlie Westman said.
"He was purpose-driven. He wanted to do some good -- not just
get together with a bunch of guys for coffee." 

Westman died of natural causes at his assisted-living apartment
at the Lodge at White Bear in White Bear Lake. 

His first wife, Margaret, died in 1964; his second wife, Evelyn,
died in 2002. In addition to Charlie Westman, he is survived by
son Doug of St. Paul; a granddaughter; and two great-grandsons. 
Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. Monday, Feb. 18, at Roselawn
Cemetery in Roseville, with a visitation at 10 a.m. at Roselawn. 
Friends and family will gather after the service at Running Aces
Card Club in Columbus Township. 

"It was his favorite place to go, and playing cards was his
favorite thing to do," Charlie Westman said. "He would rather go
to the card club than eat. Blackjack, 500 and bridge. He liked to
win money. He would always say, 'Let's go to the card club and
make some money.'" 

Westman said his father won $4,200 playing blackjack at
Running Aces during one visit to the club -- when he was 102.

~ Reprinted with permission from the Pioneer Press

WWII veteran and Anoka native Walter
Westman is shown at the 63rd Annual
1st Cavalry Division Association
Reunion in Bloomington on Thursday,
June 3, 2010. (Pioneer Press file photo)
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Minnesota Horse Council Helps and Thanks We Can Ride!

Minnesota Horse Council was approached by We Can Ride, Inc.
(WCR), at our December 12, 2012 meeting by HPOY VeeAnn
Wood and Brad Thorsen to ask for some temporary assistance.
The Horse Council voted to give the organization $20,000 to
help them get back on their feet and start the New Year out right. 

That same night, after the meeting, it was decided by the Annual
Meeting committee, with the suggestion coming from a Board
member, to host a silent auction to benefit WCR at the Horse
Council's Annual Meeting in January. With only a month or so
to go, and the holidays in between, several board members rose
to the occasion. Who knew Trina Joyce made jewelry? Trina
donated several pieces of handcrafted jewelry to the auction.
Treasurer Tim Bonham started talking about the fundraiser while
he was at the bank one day and low-and-behold a plush white
Wells Fargo stuffed horse was born! Everyone dug deep in their
own pockets and made calls, did some pickups of items in prepa-
ration for the event and then there was the last minute set up at
the auction itself! Corporate donors included local tack shops
such as Schatzleins, Pleasant Hills, Dover Saddlery, Stone Ridge
Equestrian and more. Chuck & Don's Pet Food stores and JUUT
Salons donated very nice gift baskets. The Marriott West donat-
ed a certificate for a free room as well as a $50 gift certificate to
Kiplinger's. As word spread, members coming to the meeting
brought items. Certified Stables called in stating they were send-
ing in items and when it was all set up over 100 items/baskets
were donated to the cause. All proceeds were turned over to We
Can Ride in February with a total dollar amount of $2,700.

A week or so later, We Can Ride contacted MHC and said that
they would like for the MHC to attend their 18th Annual Chefs'
Brigade Dinner. With a short notice, it was a scramble to find
board members that were available, but when it was all said and

done, eight members and two guests enjoyed themselves to an
evening of good food, good people and more fundraising. For
those that have never attended, they have a wonderful silent auc-
tion, hors d'oeuvres, and cash bar first, followed by a 5-course
meal and a live auction. The dinner theme was Kentucky Blue
Grass featuring a main course of Maker's Mark Braised Brisket.
The meal was wrapped up with a Sweet Potato Cheesecake
topped with N'awlins Praline.

The MHC Annual Meeting is in the process of finalizing details as
to how we will select an organization for the 2014 Annual
Meeting. Our initial plan is to select an organization before our
November meeting and then we will have an extra month to help
request auction items. If your 501(c)3 organization is interested,
please send your request to MN.Horsecouncil@comcast.net.
Guidelines will be established and included in a future newsletter.

Front center: MHC Director Marian Robinson
Left to right: MHC Director Sue McDonough, MHC Treasurer Tim
Bonham, Deb Mead, MHC President Darrell Mead, Andrea Dubay,
Ashley Moore, MHC Secretary Dawn Moore, MHC Director Charlyn
Cadwell

MN Hooved Animal Rescue Foundation has been
around for 21 years helping horses and other hooved ani-
mals when owners are not able to provide for them.
Drew Fitzpatrick is faced with more and more situations
every single week. One of her biggest challenges once
she has the horses in her care is trying to find adoptive
families to take the horses once they are back in good
condition. Drew states over and over "I can find a home
for well-broke horses all day long. It's the ones that aren't
trained to ride that no one seems to want."

Everyone wants to see the horse that can do "every-
thing", which is understandable. We all have day jobs,
there are bills to pay, people to see, and things to do.
When it comes to the horse, wouldn't it be nice to just
jump on and go? Well, because of this attitude (and it's a
fair one), we oftentimes overlook the horse with limited
or no training. We don't have the "eye" to see a diamond
in the rough, or we've got too much going on.

MHARF Challenge of the Unwanted Horse

The Challenge
On Saturday, August 17, 2013 beginning at 9:30 AM, the 2013 Trainer's
Challenge of the Unwanted Horse (6th Annual) will be held at the
Leatherdale Equine Center at the University of Minnesota. It is there,
before a panel of judges, that trainers will demonstrate how they've taken
a horse that no one wants - a horse that recently had been untrained and
inexperienced - and with the right amount of time and investment in train-
ing, turned it into a horse who is now a willing companion.

MHARF Challenge--continued on page 8

2012 Challenge

Submitted by Dawn
Moore, MHC Director
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The Minnesota Horse Expo
wishes Darrell Mead a swift
recovery after back surgery.

Hope you are 100% by Expo!

The horse community is always just one step from a calamity and
that calamity is a disease outbreak of such proportion as to wide-
ly imperil the health of our horses and threaten the economic via-
bility of our industry. The ever-present risk is due to the equine
industry’s reliance on the timely movement of healthy horses for
sales, breeding, racing, showing, work and recreation. In this
environment an infectious disease outbreak can result in federal
or state restrictions on horse movement to stop the spread of the
disease.

Since the beginning of 2013 there have been outbreaks of the neu-
rologic form of Equine Herpesvirus-1, called Equine Herpesvirus
Myeloencephalopathy (EHM), in New Jersey, Utah, Colorado,
Florida, Illinois, Tennessee, California and Quebec, Canada.
These and other disease outbreaks have cost the industry millions
of dollars for the care of horses, implementation of biosecurity,
and lost revenue in the form of cancelled or restricted commercial
equine activities.    

The industry has been able to deal with various diseases – so far.
The United States Department of Agriculture, Veterinary
Services, has joined the effort as needed, and State Animal Health
authorities have been responsive, often taking the lead in dealing
with outbreaks. Equine organizations and affected participants
have responded, but all this has often been in a reactive, ad-hoc
manner. It is time for the broader industry to be proactive in deal-
ing with disease outbreaks with increased biosecurity, education,
and a plan to immediately stop the spread of diseases. 

One of the best ways to contain any disease outbreak is to provide
accurate and timely information about the current status of the
problem and how to break the cycle of disease transmission. Even
though modern communication systems allow access to informa-
tion continuously, it is often plagued with inaccurate information
or too little accurate information. This leaves horse organizations,
owners, events, veterinarians and health officials susceptible to
the same misinformation generated about the affected horses and
wondering about the risk of infection to currently healthy horses.

The American Horse Council, the American Association of
Equine Practitioners, and the National and State Animal Health
officials are in the process of creating a National Equine Health
Plan (National Plan) that will outline the issues surrounding the
prevention, diagnosis and control of diseases and the responsibil-
ities and roles of the federal and state authorities and the industry.
Fundamental to such a plan is an Equine Disease Communication
Center (EDCC) to help coordinate and disseminate accurate
information about equine diseases throughout North America.
Plans are underway to create a network involving practicing vet-
erinarians and Federal and State Animal health officials to relay
time-sensitive information through a central communication sys-

tem so reliable and updated information will be available to all
segments of the horse industry in real time.

We hope to convince all members of the equine community of the
importance of this initiative. We are asking all horse owners,
horse organizations, and event managers to be involved in the
preparation of a National Plan and the formation of an EDCC.
While Federal and State Veterinary Regulatory officials’ help is
critical and already being formulated, without industry input and
support this program will never achieve the goals of an effective
National Plan and communications system which can help stop
the spread of disease that can kill horses and cripple the industry.

A major focus of the American Horse Council’s National Issues
Forum in June will be discussion about the National Plan and the
creation of a working model of the EDCC. Once we have a
detailed plan we will need support and participation from all parts
of the equine industry to make both realities. 

Please share your thoughts with us at the American Horse Council
and American Association of Equine Practitioners about essential
components of a National Plan and Equine Disease
Communication System that will to help make both a success for
the equine community.

Jay Hickey  Nathaniel White
President  DVM, MS, DACVS
American Horse Council  American Association
info@horsecouncil.org  of Equine Practitioners
nawhite2@vt.edu

An Open Letter to the Horse Industry
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Hope Rides Receives MHC Grant for Two Round Pens
Hope Rides is a registered 501(c)3 youth ranch where broken
kids and families have the opportunity to heal and grow. Each
child who comes to the ranch is an individual that needs to be
treated in a unique and special way. The ranch program is
dynamic. It flexes to meet the specific needs of each child. We
work with one child, one leader and one horse so that each child
gets private and focused time suited to help facilitate their
unique situation and healing. 

Hope Rides is founded on four cornerstones: Hope for the
Future, Mentor the Youth, Rescue the Equine and Strengthen the
Outreach. Everything that we do at the ranch is done on a frame-
work of love. It is our deepest desire to teach, support and
encourage children to see that they are not their circumstances.
To help them learn to value who they are and what they are capa-
ble of doing and becoming. To help children build confidence,
independence, accountability and a sense of purpose.  

Horses that live at the ranch are everything from backyard hors-
es that need a new home to rescue horses that are in tough shape
when they arrive. Many of the kids come from similar situations.
It is the shared experience of the kids and horses that allows
them to understand each other perhaps better than anyone else
can. Within moments of pairing a broken child and horse togeth-
er you can physically see children soften and begin to respond.
This connection allows healing to take place in a way that was
not previously possible. As kids realize that the horse does not
care about their clothes, their social or economic status, their
cognitive ability or that their life is falling apart. As the children
realize that they are accepted and loved just as they are, the walls
come down and healing and growth begin.

Every day that the ranch is open we never know what is going to
happen or who is going to come, but we get an angel’s view of
peaking over the back of a horse and watching as two broken
creations come together and become something beautiful right
before our eyes.  

In 2012, the Minnesota Horse Council shouldered our efforts by
awarding us a grant that allowed us to purchase two 60 foot
round pens. The round pens have helped us create safe spaces for
the kids and horses to interact. The round pens are an incredible
tool for facilitating interaction between often timid horses and
children. The round pen space creates a boundary which allows
both the horse and child to have just the "right" amount of space
to interact within a reasonable comfort zone. Often times chil-
dren who come to the ranch know very little about what it means
to receive love/acceptance and know even less about horses. The
ability to use the round pen for the simple exercise commonly
referred to as "join up" between a horse and human has been a
powerful tool that we have been able to use to reach kids and talk
about messages of love, hope, acceptance, and trust.

Thank you Minnesota Horse Council for helping to make our
outreach efforts to support and encourage horses and kids that
much easier!

To learn more about Hope Rides visit www.hoperides.org 
Call 612.310.6350  or email info@hoperides.org

Admission to watch the event is donation of a nonperishable
food item, toiletries or $5.00 cash. To be a trainer, please visit:
http://www.mnhoovedanimalrescue.org/trainerschallenge2013/t
rainers_challenge01.html and review the application and
process. Trainers are expected to spend approximately 3-1/2
months with the horse, and there are some basic expectations of
what they should accomplish in that time frame. 

Horses included in the Challenge have all been vet checked, had
their teeth and hooves done and are in good working order. It is
up to the trainer to take them home, teach them some basics and
then in August bring them back and demonstrate how well that
horse has done. There is some monetary motivation in the deal as
well. This year the purse has increased to $10,000 with the Grand
Prize for the Challenge being a $4,500 purse and second place
taking home a $2,500 purse - the remaining prize money will be

distributed to first to fourth place in each of five classes, along
with gift baskets for the Best Groomed, Best Blog, and People's
Choice. In addition to the Challenge, there will be a silent auction
of equestrian artwork - including several different mediums and
subjects. Also, horses are available to pre-qualified bidders only
in the silent auction for the Trainers Challenge participants. A
Tack Sale featuring select items from MN Hooved Animal
Rescue Foundation's inventory will also be part of the event. And
of course, JR's No. 19 BBQ will have plenty of food! The day is
full of fun including raffles of various types. And just like all the
past years, bragging rights are certainly part of each award. 

For more information on the Trainers Challenge, the MN Hooved
Animal Rescue Foundation or to make a donation visit
www.mnhoovedanimalrescue.org or call Drew @ (763)856-3119.

MHARF Challenge--continued from page 6
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Board Members Present: Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Tim Bonham,
Jan Schatzlein, Marian Robinson, Tracy Turner, Mark Ward, Dawn
Moore, Judy Jensen, Sue McDonough, Glen Eaton, Jennifer Willey, Tom
Tweeten, Dave Fleischhaker, Trina Joyce

Absent: Charlyn Cadwell

Members/Visitors: Allison Eklund, Doug Persian, Miriam McGurran,
Meg Sax, Kris Kelly, Barb Colombo, Stacy Bettison

I. Meeting called to order: 6:46 P.M. by President Tracy Turner. Tracy
Turner immediately called for an executive session. Visitors were
excused for this special session. Discussion item: conciliation court. See
letter C under New Business for report. Discussion item: Proxies. Allison
Eklund led a discussion and interpretation of the by laws as it relates to
proxy voting by a director at a regularly scheduled meeting of the board
of directors. She advised proxies must be in writing and filed with the
secretary and only apply to known voting items. Discussion followed.
Tim Bonham voted to allow proxies for the election of officers at this
meeting. Sue McDonough seconded, motion carries. Adjourn executive
session at 7:24 P.M.

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda
1. Trina Joyce added 4-H library to Old Business
2. Trina Joyce added mileage reimbursement to New Business.
3. Trina Joyce added Scholarships to Committee Reports.
4. Dave Fleischhaker added Flinthill Refinery to New Business.

IV. Treasurer's Report for January and the Year End Report were pre-
sented by Tim Bonham. December Treasurer's Report was moved to be
accepted by Mark Ward. Jan Schatzlein seconded, motion passed. Tim
Bonham advised two checks were mailed to one of the direct funding
recipients. The first check was not cashed as of the time of this meeting
and will be cancelled. Tracy Turner advised Operation Gelding has
received two $1,000 installments that are not reflected as a line item
under that budget. Tracy Turner requested it be shown as a line item in
the future. Jennifer Willey requested the Promotions budget show the
$5,000 increase it received in the 2013 budget planning session. Tim
Bonham and Jennifer Willey to discuss Promotions line items to clarify
the current report.

V. Approval of Minutes - Mark Ward motioned to approve the
December minutes as presented. Trina Joyce seconded, motion carries. 

VI. Secretary's Report - Dawn Moore passed around conflict of inter-
est forms for review and update by all directors. Dawn Moore referred
the directors to By Laws Section 3.2 and asked that they all be certain to
update the forms with all Equine organizations to which they are dues
paying members. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS
A. 4-H Library - Trina Joyce introduced Meg Sax who is working with
the 4-H program as they transition to a Project Development Committee.
Meg Sax advised the library will run as it has in previous years and the
only change will be that transactions will pass through the University of
MN. Mark Ward motioned to continue the funding of $500 to the 4-H
Library for the year of 2013, Trina Joyce seconded, motion passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Expo - Glen Eaton reported:  Vendor booths and stalls are being rent-
ed and all should be full by Expo time. Speakers are mostly in place with
a few additions to be added. Rodeo and volunteer committees are pretty
well set. New this year, advance tickets for the event and rodeo can be
ordered on line starting March 1. Everything is going well so we should
be ready for Expo.

B. Direct Funding - Mark Ward advised that in 2012 we spent $4,900
of our total $5,500 budget. The remaining $600 returned to the general
funds of the MHC. In 2013, our total budget includes $6,000 for direct
funding grants, which would allow for a total of twelve $500 grants.
February update - For 2013, we have so far received one application, for
$500 to fund a Hoofbeats Douglas County 4-H clinic/horse show. That
application is under review and the committee is waiting for more infor-
mation from the applicant.

C. Annual Meeting - Dawn Moore Final numbers are being calculated.
The bill from the Marriott has been received and totaled $11,242.76. The
silent auction raised over $2,500. The new surveys gleaned interesting
information for use in planning the Annual Meeting in 2014.  

D. Promotions - Jennifer Willey advised. Facebook has 2,608 "fans" at
this time. The Budweiser commercial was a big hit increasing by 45 new
"likes" and a 67% increase in people talking about our page.
Sponsorships have begun rolling out already for 2013. The next
Promotions event will be the MN Horse Expo. The director sign up sheet
was passed around during the meeting. Ads are going in five publications
again this year. Jennifer Willey advised she has been approached about
supplying the directors with MHC jackets. The directors will think about
how they would like to proceed with ordering jackets for directors desir-
ing them. Jennifer Willey provided three options for obtaining a jacket:
1.Directors cover total cost 2. MHC splits cost with director 3. MHC
absorbs entire cost. Jennifer Willey shared an idea for use on Facebook
for April Fool's Day. Judy Jensen moved to allow the April Fool joke on
Facebook. Mark Ward seconded, motion carries. Jennifer Willey pro-
posed having a director hay ride at Bunker Park Stable. 

E. Horse Welfare - Tracy Turner advised educational classes to earn a
castration will be available again at the MN Horse Expo as will the raffle.

F. Aisle of Breeds - Glen Eaton advised: The Aisle of Breeds at the State
Fair is again changing for 2013. The Council/Expo will just have the
west stalls as before with the east stalls being taken over by Equi-Mania.
The east stalls will most likely be replaced with portable stalls.  I am sure
we will work together very well and have a lot of people attend the Aisle
of Breeds and Equi-Mania.

G. Coalition - Glen Eaton advised: The Spring meeting will be held in
Washington DC and the fall meeting will be in North Carolina. We are
in good shape with the financial situation.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. EquiMania - Michelle Butler has sent an email looking for a super-
intendent for the new EquiMania exhibit. Michelle Butler asked the
MHC to spread the word and assist in the search. 

B. Hay Bank - Stacy Bettison presented information on the MN Hay
Bank which launched in 2012. They currently have approximately
$13,000 of funds dedicated to hay and are hoping to increase those avail-
able funds to $30,000. The Hay Bank is geared towards individuals who
are having financial difficulties and are in need of temporary hay assis-
tance. She asked for the MHC to assist in spreading the word both to
those in need and those with a desire to donate. Thus far they have
received thirteen applications for feed assistance. Stacy Bettison request-
ed the assistance of the MHC via financial assistance in the way of
$15,000 with a 3-year commitment to these funds. The Hay Bank is not
a 501(c)3 at this point of time. The hay bank is utilizing Federated
Humane Agents to conduct home visits. 

MHC February Board Minutes--continued on page 10
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Missie Schwartz
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For Horse’s Sake are those of the authors and not necessar-
ily those of the MHC. To reprint any material published in
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Minnesota Horse Council is a non-profit member-support-
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May 2013                4/12/13
June 2013             5/17/13
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Jan-Feb 2014      01/17/14
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April 9, 2013
May 14, 2013
June 11, 2013
July 9, 2013

September 10, 2013

October 8, 2013
November 12, 2013
December 10, 2013
January 18, 2014 -
Annual Meeting

February 11, 2014
March 11, 2014
April 8, 2014
May 13, 2014
June 10, 2014

April 16, 2013
May 21, 2013
June 25, 2013
July 30, 2013

September 24, 2013

October 29, 2013
November 26, 2013
December 31, 2013
January 28, 2014
February 25, 2014

March 25, 2014
April 15, 2014
May 20, 2014
June 24, 2014
July 29, 2014

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO BOARD MEETINGS
Byerly’s Community Room 6:30 pm

3777 Park Center Blvd St. Louis Park, MN

MHC February Board Minutes--continued from page 9

C. Conciliation Court - Allison Eklund advised the directors that a
case has been filed in conciliation court for the perceived value of a
MHC jacket and filing fees. The executive board had received the
notice and responded with a counter offer that was rejected. Allison
Eklund advised the directors of the current status of the case and a pro-
posed settlement. The directors of the MHC elected to proceed with the
recommended settlement. Mark Ward motioned to settle for full amount
asked for as value of the jacket. Darrell Mead seconded, motion carries.
Sue McDonough abstained. Full amount to be deducted from the
Promotions Committee budget. Letter and check to be sent via USPS
certified mail with return receipt.

D. Election of Officers: President, Tracy Turner was nominated by
Mark Ward and Trina Joyce respectively. Darrell Mead was nominated
by Dawn Moore and Marian Robinson respectively. A paper ballot fol-
lowed in which both nominees received eight votes. Tracy Turner with-
drew the nomination, thereby Darrell Mead assumed the role as
President. First Vice President: Tom Tweeten was nominated by Glen
Eaton and Sue McDonough respectively. Jennifer Willey was nominat-
ed by Mark Ward and Jan Schatzlein respectively. A paper ballot fol-
lowed in which Tom Tweeten received eleven votes and Jennifer Willey
received five votes. Tom Tweeten is elected First Vice President.
Second Vice President: Glen Eaton was nominated by Marian Robinson
and Darrell Mead respectively. Jennifer Willey was nominated by Jan
Schatzlein and Mark Ward respectively. A paper ballot followed in
which Glen Eaton received ten votes and Jennifer Willey received six
votes. Glen Eaton is elected Second Vice President. Treasurer: Tim
Bonham was nominated by Mark Ward and Judy Jensen respectively.
No other nominations for the position of treasurer. Tim Bonham is
elected Treasurer. Secretary: Dawn Moore was nominated by Marian
Robinson and Mark Ward respectively. Missie Schwartz was nominat-
ed by Trina Joyce and Jennifer Willey respectively. A paper ballot fol-
lowed in which Dawn Moore received ten votes and Missie Schwartz
received six votes. Dawn Moore is elected Secretary. 

E. Mileage Reimbursement - Trina Joyce requested and will receive
clarification on the MHC mileage reimbursement policy at the March
meeting.

F. Scholarship Funding - Trina Joyce asked for clarification on the
funding on the Tony Gasser Fund. Glen Eaton clarified with the follow-
ing: five percent of Expo funds turned over to the board of directors of
the MN Horse Council will cease when the funds reach $200,000.

G. Flinthills Refinery - David Fleischhaker advised the board the
Flinthills Refinery had their monthly meeting the previous night. They
discussed their Community Action Committee and future plans.

Announcements:
February 15th is the deadline for submissions for the next newsletter.

X. Darrell Mead adjourned the meeting at 8:51 PM. 

NEXT MEETING - March 12, 2013 - 6:30 p.m.
University of MN - Leatherdale Center
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Aisle of Breeds
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 gleneaton@minnesotahorsecouncil.org
Annual Meeting
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org
Budget
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@mnhorsecouncil.org
Certified Stables
Sue McDonough 651-699-8117 suemcdonough@mnhorsecouncil.org
Communications
Missie Schwartz 612-868-6041 missieschwartz@mnhorsecouncil.org
Direct Funding
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@mnhorsecouncil.org
Disaster Response
Marian Robinson 763-588-0297 marianrobinson@mnhorsecouncil.org
David Fleishhaker 651-450-6710 davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org
Expo
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org
Expo Budget Review
Darrell Mead 763-420-3697 darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org
Grants
Tim Bonham 612-721-1007 timbonham@mnhorsecouncil.org
Horseperson of the Year
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org
Inventory/Storage
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org
Legislative
Tracy Turner 651-351-7206 tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org
Thomas Tweeten 952-226-4190 thomastweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org
Minnesota Horsemen’s Directory
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@mnhorsecouncil.org
Nominations
Darrell Mead 763-420-3697 darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org
Pioneer Award
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org
Promotions
Jennifer Willey 612-669-7564 jenniferwilley@mnhorsecouncil.org
Scholarships
Trina Joyce 612-729-7798 trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org
Show Facilities
Thomas Tweeten 952-226-4190 thomastweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org
State Horse Council
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org
Temporary Emergency Equine Feed Assistance (TEEFA)
Vacant
Trail Blazers
Darrell Mead 763-420-3697 darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org
Horse Welfare
Tracy Turner 651-351-7206 tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org
Website
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@mnhorsecouncil.org
Administrative Assistant
Andrea Dubay 763-755-7729 mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

Name

Farm/Business Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone                            

Alt. Phone

E-mail

Website

Brief description of your stable/business/involvement with horses:

Would you like to volunteer with MHC? If so, please list any
interest you have:

I’d like to receive the MN Horse Council newsletter, “For Horse’s
Sake” by:

E-mail - color (saves on postage and paper)

United States Postal Service - B&W

Please complete this form and send with your check to:
Minnesota Horse Council

PO Box 223 Plato, MN 55370

Individual - $15
Family - $20
Organization - $25
Corporation - $25
Certified Stable: First Year - $35
Certified Stable: Renewal - $25
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MINNESOTA HORSEMEN’S DIRECTORY
The Minnesota Horsemen's Directory is a free resource provided
by the Minnesota Horse Council to help you find horse-related

information and services in and near Minnesota.

Find a farrier, trail riding stable, boarding, lessons, tack stores, and
much more! Use the Events Calendar to find shows, clinics and other
horse-related activities. Use the new Jobs category to find a job or
skilled job seeker.

Find what you're looking for by choosing a category, or search the
directory. Once you are in a category, browse the results alphabetical-
ly or by a sub-category or region.

Help make this site comprehensive and accurate. Submit a free list-
ing of your Minnesota horse-related business or organization. Once
listed, you can edit your listing as often as you wish. 

Whether you are looking to hire or looking for an equine-related job
in or near Minnesota, submit a Help Wanted or Seeking a Job ad here.

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com

Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 223 Plato, MN 55370

763-755-7729
mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net

www.MnHorseCouncil.org
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