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Goals and Objectives of the
Minnesota Horse Council

w Promote and/or support equine
educational activities

w Improve communication in all 
horse related activities with the
general public

w Gather information of value to
equine related activities

w Distribute gathered information
as appropriate

w Provide expertise, consult 
and advise

w Establish, develop and enhance
equine trails and other infra-
structure and encourage their
prudent use

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

President

Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206
tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

1st Vice President

Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697
darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

2nd Vice President

Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798
trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org

Secretary

Missie Schwartz w 612-868-6041
missieschwartz@mnhorsecouncil.org

Treasurer

Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190
tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

DIRECTORS

Barb Anderson Whiteis...612-598-1696

Glen Eaton.......................952-356-2090

David Fleischhaker.........651-402-5512 

Kris Kelly.....................612-919-5146

Sue McDonough..........651-699-8117

Mindy Means...............208-310-3562

Dawn Moore................952-949-6659

Kari Newman...............952-261-2030

Kim Otterson...............320-412-6389

Doug Persian...............763-242-5570

Marian Robinson.........763-588-0297

Meg Sax.......................320-761-3990

On Saturday, January 21, 2017 the Minnesota

Horse Council announced their 2016 Horseper-

son of the Year recipient. Criteria for the award

includes:

w Long term, serious commitment to equine
activity in the Midwest.

w May be professional or amateur.

w Should have contributed in many areas, i.e., 
Western shows, English shows, 4-H, Little 

Britches and High School Rodeo, trails, 

legislation, clinics and other equine related 

activities. 

w Usually the individual will have been a horse
owner for many years although it certainly is

not a requirement. The person could have 

worked “behind the lines” to great achievement.

w A mature individual, with “long term
commitment.”

w The individual should have excellent character. 

w The individual will likely be recognized by 
members of many horse-related groups and 

perhaps by the general population.

The Minnesota Horse Council takes great pride

in awarding this honor to Mark Ward. Former

Horseperson of the Year recipient Dan Dolan

was on hand to do the presentation and educate

the crowd on a few lesser-known facts of what

Mark has accomplished in his life. Mark grew

up in Rochester, MN where he took lessons from

Jack Brainerd at Diamond B Ranch. Jack was

the ‘Who’s Who’ of horses back in those days.

Mark showed in English, Western and jumping

classes as well as joined Jack’s rodeos when he

was a teen. He rode saddle broncs, bareback

broncs and even the bulls. 

Mark completed a B.A. degree from Stanford in

1973, then became a TA and instructor while

working on his graduate degree and PhD at the

University of Minnesota. While writing his dis-

sertation and teaching, Mark turned his attention

to earning a living in the horse industry. In 1979,

he bought a 22-acre property in Woodbury at

2700 Manning Avenue and named it Windy

Ridge Ranch. He also bought his first horse

Brutus that year and started teaching a fellow

associate professor how to ride. In the 1980s,

Mark added some buildings to the property

including an arena so that he could give lessons

year round. Today he has 50 horses and teaches

over 200 students on a regular basis. 

Mark started the Windy Ridge Riders Horse

Club as a member of the Western Saddle Club

Association and a social riding club. He also

started the Windy Ridge Riders Drill Team,

which competed at the Minnesota State Fair

from 1985 through 2014. They still compete at

the Washington County Fair. He also started the

Windy Ridge Riders Club Junior Equestrian

Team for the Kids (JETS). The JETS performed

at the Minnesota Horse Expo through 2006 and

at the Minnesota State Fair through 2014. In

addition, he started a Windy Ridge Riders

Square Dance Team that also competed regular-

ly at the Minnesota State Fair. In addition to

these activities, Mark composed and recorded

original music for both the drill team and JETS.

He ran the Woodbury Days Celebration. He was

President of the Minnesota Horse Expo for many

years in the late ‘80’s to early ‘90s and under his

guidance made the decision to move the event

from the Minneapolis Convention Center to the

Horseperson of the Year--continued on page 5

MHC Announces 2016 Horseperson of the Year - MARK WARD

Left to right: Dan Dolan, Katie Clapp, Mark Ward
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It has been my privilege to be President of an outstanding Board of Directors.

I would like to thank them, Darrell Mead, First Vice President; Trina Joyce,

Second Vice President; Tom Tweeton, Treasurer; Missie Schwartz, Secretary;

Glen Eaton, Expo President; Tim Bonham, Dawn Moore, Barbara Anderson Whiteis, Dave Fleischhaker, Kris

Kelly, Sue McDonough, Kari Newman, Kim Otterson, Doug Persian, Marian Robinson, and Meg Sax. 

The Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors has been busy over the past year continuing is primary objective

of working with Minnesota horse owners, horse enthusiasts and the horse industry in general. The Minnesota Horse

Council promotes and supports the state’s horse industry through a variety of activities and funding mechanisms.

• We own the Minnesota Horse Expo and run it through its own board of directors. It brings together thou-

sands of horse-related vendors, professionals and enthusiasts to the Minnesota State Fairgrounds every 

April. This year the Expo will be held April 28-30, 2017. 

• We fund development and improvement of horse trails and facilities in Minnesota parks and state forests 

through our Trails Committee.

• We work with national, state and local governmental issues to enact laws and rules that affect the keeping 

of horses, their use and sale.

• We promote youth through our Minnesota High School Equestrian Association and through scholarships to 

students.

• We promote education about various horse breeds through our Aisle of Breeds at the Minnesota State Fair.

• We promote equine related activities through grants and direct funding awards.

• We provide disaster relief when horses need immediate space, feed and care due to natural disasters.

• We certify stables throughout the state to promote quality and safety in the stable industry.

• We recognize outstanding horse people in the state with our Horseperson of the Year Award and our 

Pioneer Award.

• We have taken a lead in the state’s response to Unwanted Horses in Minnesota.

• We provide sponsorships at horse shows and other events.

• We continue to support and manage the MHC website and the Horseman’s Directory.

During 2016, the Minnesota Horse Council has accomplished the following:

We continue to bring the voice of the equine industry to the Minnesota Legislature. We also go to Washington to

promote the horse industry nationally while attending the American Horse Council Annual Meeting. We can say

the Minnesota Horse Council and our national legislators are on the same page when it comes to horse issues.                           

The Minnesota Horse Expo is key to our ongoing effort to help and promote the horse industry of Minnesota.

Money generated from the Expo is used to fund grants for large projects, give direct funds for educational needs

and support small projects, further improve recreational areas for equine camping and trail riding, and provide

scholarships to deserving students. 

In 2016, we organized the Minnesota Horse Council Foundation. This will be a 501c3 charity which will make it

easier to establish long term funding for scholarships and trails and other activities.

Please read about all the programs we continue to support either on our website or in the Annual Meeting Brochure

you will receive at that meeting.  The Minnesota Horse Council, its members and its board are here to support the

Minnesota horse industry in many ways through our many programs. Plus we put on one of the best horse expo-

sitions in the country, the Minnesota Horse Expo.  

Thank you.

Tracy A. Turner, DVM, MS

President, Minnesota Horse Council

2016 President’s
Message

Dr. Tracy Turner, DVM, MS

Minnesota Horse Council President
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2016 MHC SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The scholarship committee evaluates applications that are due every November 1st. The scholarships began with a bequest from Tony

Gasser in the early 1980s. Then the Horse Council voted to start adding 5% of the gross profit from the Minnesota Horse Expo to the

scholarship fund each year. Last  year we gave 12 scholarships of $3000 and this year we’re giving 11 scholarships of $3000. We look

at an applicant's horse experience, their grades, their leadership, their goals, and their three letters of recommendation. We take appli-

cations from seniors in high school through graduate/vet school. The scholarships are for Minnesota residents only. There have been

203 scholarship winners since 1991 receiving scholarships totalling over $469,000. 

Margo Cangemi is a first year vet student at

the University of Minnesota and is interested in

exploring the connection between human and ani-

mal medicine and plans to focus on large animals,

including of course, equines.. 

Kalley Christopherson is a sophomore at

the University of Wisconsin-River Falls working

on a dual degree in Accounting and Animal

Science with an Equine Management emphasis. 

Angie Esselman is a third year student at the

University of Minnesota College of Veterinary

Medicine. After vet school, Angie plans to pursue

an equine internship and a surgical residency.

Cameron Gallenberg is a junior at the

University of Minnesota majoring in Animal

Science with a pre-vet emphasis.

Erin Halla is a sophomore at the University of

Minnesota majoring in Animal Science. 

Josh Johnson is a freshman age college junior

at Southwest Minnesota State University pursuing

a B.S. in Agribusiness Management with a minor

in Marketing..

Charlotte Knopp is a sophomore at Mount

Holyoke College in Massachusetts majoring in

Biology with a double minor in Chemistry and

English, planning to study infectious disease and

epidemiology, and is especially interested in

zoonotics.. 

Hannah Lochner is a junior at the University

of Minnesota working towards an Animal Science

degree with equine emphasis with a minor in

Technical Writing and Communications. 

Courtney Lynch is a freshman at the University

of Wisconsin-Madison pursuing a degree in

Engineering and Veterinary Medicine.

Natasha Spiczka is a third year student at the

University of Minnesota College of Veterinary

Medicine. 

Selena Young is a sophomore at the University

of Minnesota-Crookston. She’s studying Equine

Science with a pre-vet emphasis. 

Front Row (left to right): Kalley Christopherson, Hannah Lochner, Natasha Spiczka, Cameron Gallenberg

Back Row (left to right): Margo Cangemi, Angie Esselman, Josh Johnson, Charlotte Knopp, Trina Joyce, MHC Scholarship Chair
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Minnesota Horse Council Awards $48,324  in Grants
The Minnesota Horse Council uses the revenue from the Minnesota Horse Expo to offer "seed money grants" for new projects and cap-

ital improvements by Minnesota equine groups. At the Annual Meeting held January 21, 2017 in St. Louis Park, the Minnesota Horse

Council announced that $48,324 in grants had been awarded to the following 12 non-profit projects for 2017:

Blazin' Saddles w Newfolden w $5,000
This therapeutic riding program is expanding, and in need of

additional and replacement tack, helmets, boots, and obstacles

for the program. This grant will enable them to purchase the

needed equipment.

Duluth Mounted Patrol w Duluth w $6,849
Duluth Police would like to expand their mounted patrol unit,

but new officers need training to be effective riders of police

horses. This grant will provide training to officers new to mount-

ed patrol work.

Freeborn County Fair w Albert Lea w $4,191 
The horse barn at this county fairground is dark, gloomy &

unsafe, with old and dim incandescent lighting fixtures. This

grant will enable replacing them with new, brighter, more effi-

cient fluorescent lighting.

Hold Your Horses w Greenfield w $4,000 match
This therapeutic riding program just moved to a new, larger

owned facility. This grant will enable them to purchase a motor-

ized vehicle to transport clients around the facility and assist in

maintenance around the farm. We will match whatever amount

they raise locally, up to this total.

Minnesota State College SE (Winona) Equestrian Club

Winona w $2,000
This college, in cooperation with Winona State and Rochester

Community & Technical College, is working to activate an

Equestrian Club and eventually develop a college course provid-

ing training for certification as a PATH therapeutic riding

instructor. This grant will provide funding to get started on this

process.

Mounted Eagles Therapeutic Riding w Nisswa w $7,000 
This therapeutic riding program has several clients, especially

those in wheelchairs, who have difficulty mounting a horse from

a standard mounting block. A powered lift will make it much

easier for them to get onto their horse. This grant will enable the

program to purchase and install such a powered lift.

Northern Lakes Vaulters w St. Paul w $2,400 
This program is growing, but has only a single surcingle for use

at events or competition. This has to be switched between horses

in the limited time between events, requiring rushed changes and

limited warm-up time. Also restricts demonstrations to a single

horse. This grant will purchase a second, matching surcingle.

Pine County 4-H Horse Project w Pine City w $5,000 
The 4-H horse project is working to improve the horse facilities

at their county fairgrounds. They plan to replace a dilapidated

storage shed and wooden bleachers, add new ventilation fans in

the horse barn, replace the wood siding on the announcer’s stand

with weatherproof vinyl, and replace the PA system. This grant

will purchase the materials only; the club members (and parents)

will do the installation work.

Refuge Ranch Ministries w Blooming Prairie w $3,000  
This program for rescued horses and at-risk youth needs portable

fencing panels for use at their facility, and to use at community

outreach events. This grant will purchase the needed panels.

Rideability w Pine Island w $1,884 
Instructors at this therapeutic riding program recently completed

special training for advanced work with disabled clients. They

now need specialized equipment and supplies to use in these rid-

ing sessions. This grant will purchase the needed materials.

Rochester College Equine w Rochester w $2.000 
This educational degree program has been going for 10 years

and has added more students and courses. Now they need addi-

tional and replacement supplies for their Equine Science cours-

es. This grant will help purchase the needed materials.

South Central Minnesota Equine Express w St. James w $5,000
This joint project of local saddle clubs, trail riders, 4-H horse

project and the county fair is working to improve the county fair-

grounds. The outdoor horse arena is good, but the footing has

poor drainage and excessive rocks. This $20,000 project will

completely renovate the arena footing, adding tile drainage,

replacing the base level with non-rocky fill, and adding new

sand to the top layer. This grant will help fund this large project.

Over the past 25 years, the Minnesota Horse Council has
awarded $1,095,914 in grants to equestrian projects in
Minnesota.  This is in addition to other charitable donations by
the Horse Council, such as the Direct Funding awards, the Tony
Gasser educational scholarships, and the Trails funding pro-
gram. The major portion of the Horse Council budget goes right
back into the Minnesota horse industry.

APRIL 28-29-30



Buddy
Buddy is one of the won-

derful therapy horses at

We Can Ride. In fact he

is so wonderful he has

been here longer than any

other staff member! He is

now on his eighth year as

a therapy horse. Buddy is

a client and volunteer

favorite and always puts

a smile on every ones

face as they walk through

the barn and has taught

riders confidence and

riding skills.

Buddy at age 29 is going strong considering the average time

for a therapy horse is 3 years. He has helped so many riders

through his patience and giving heart. He loves his job and has

helped numerous riders with different disabilities from physi-

cal, cognitive and emotional, learn how to ride, as well as face

other obstacles throughout their life. We all know we can count

on Buddy to listen to his riders and volunteers and take care of

his rider.

After so many good years of service to We Can Ride by serving

his community and riders, we have decided to retire Buddy after

fall session to return home to his owner to enjoy his retirement.

We are all sad to see him leave, but we know that after so many

years of amazing work he deserves to enjoy his retirement.
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Horseperson of the Year--continued from page 1

Minnesota State Fairgrounds. The event has now grown from

two buildings to over 12 buildings and close to 50,000 attendees. 

Mark co-hosted a radio show with ‘Calamity Jeanne’ Jeanne

Ahrenholz who owned the saddle shop of the same name in

Long Lake in the ‘70s and ‘80’s. He also raced his stallion at the

Washington County Fair and competed in many other classes at

the event. Mark used to bring 28 horses and riders to the St. Paul

Winter Carnival each year, winning numerous awards up

through 2013. His Windy Ridge Riders parade unit has also par-

ticipated in the Woodbury Days Parade, the Afton Parade and the

Oakdale Parade. He ran a summer camp for the Science

Museum, provided Girl Scout rides and birthday parties. He also

gave lesson to Special Olympic riders and hosted a show for

them to compete. 

In 2004, Mark’s Windy Ridge Riders were the first drill team to

compete wearing helmets. He also pushed for the 4-H kids to

wear helmets back in the 1980s. It was not adopted across the

country for nearly two decades. Mark was also the leader of the

Valley Shamrocks 4-H club for over 20 years.

More recently, Mark has served on the Board of Directors of both

the Minnesota Horse Expo and Minnesota Horse Council. He cre-

ated the Minnesota Horseman’s Directory, a free website where

local equine business can promote and advertise. He and his wife,

Katie Clapp, still maintain the site on a volunteer basis. They also

helped create the Minnesota Horse Council website and assist

with the maintenance of that yet today. While serving as President

of the Minnesota Horse Council, Mark spearheaded efforts to pro-

vide key input to the Minnesota Department of Revenue to create

clear and fair guidelines for classifying properties which are

homes to businesses involved in the keeping of horses. His goal

was to have the properties classified as agricultural and the tax

laws were changed to agree with the MHC position.

Mark Ward was joined by his wife Katie Clapp, along with sev-

eral of his family and friends on Saturday night as he received the

Minnesota Horse Council’s highest honor, Horseperson of the

Year for 2016 at the Minnesota Horse Council’s Annual Meeting.

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL

BOARD ELECTION RESULTS

The following people were elected to the

Minnesota Horse Council board:

David Fleischhaker

Kris Kelly

Darrell Mead

Mindy Means

Dawn Moore

Tracy Turner 

Chocolate Chip
Kisses

Choco was 16 years old in 2016.

His Grand Sire is Zips Chocolate
Chip - the All Time Leading Sire

of Western Pleasure Horses and

his Great Grand Sire is Zippo Pine
Bar. Choco completes a third gen-

eration of Breyer horse models. I

know of no other horse in

Minnesota that has been immor-

talized by Breyer.

As Carla said in the beginning of this quest, Choco represents a

little girl’s dream pony who took her to the World and fulfills

her need for a friend as she faces this cancer toe to toe, and

hoof. This once in a lifetime horse, er pony, has been a member

of the Demchuk family since 2010. Choco is 15 years old and

is one tenth of an inch under 14 hands, qualifying him to be re-

typed as a Pony in the Pinto Horse Association of America.

Choco proves his versatility, going in the Western Classes,

English - he especially loves the Show Hack Class, Trail, Halter

and Showmanship. And yet, at home you'll find him being rid-

den bareback, sometimes without a bridle, sometimes not even

a chest strap and just being a huggable horse with Lauren.

Horse of the Year Presentation
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EXPO IS CELEBRATING

Expo and PRCA Rodeo
Advance Tickets

Both 2017 Minnesota Horse Expo and
PRCA rodeo tickets are now on sale online
and by phone. Rodeo information and seat-
ing chart can be found on the Expo website.

Online Purchases:
www.mnhorseexpo.org

Phone Purchases:
800-514-3849

Monday-Saturday 9 am to 7 pm CST
Sunday 11 am - 7 pm CST

EXPO DAILY ADMISSION

Friday April 28

8:30 am - 9:30 pm
(Cattle Barn, Poultry Barn, Dairy Building

and CHS Building close at 7:00 pm)

Saturday April 29

8:30 am - 9:30 pm
(Cattle Barn, Poultry Barn, Dairy Building

and CHS Building close at 7:00 pm)

Sunday April 30

8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Adults (13-61)........$11.00
Seniors (62+).........$ 7.00
Youth (6-12)..........$ 7.00

Child (5 & under)..... FREE

Advance group (15+) Expo admission 
tickets available. See Expo website.

PRCA RODEO

Friday April 28 7:15 pm
Saturday April 29 7:15 pm
Sunday, April 30  3:15 pm

Box Seat...............$12.00*
Reserved A...........$ 9.00*
(Sections 1,2,3,13,14,15)

Reserved B............$ 7.00*
(Sections 16-28)

Reserved C...........$ 5.00*
(Sections 4-12)

*plus daily Expo admission

FREE Horse Expo PARKING in 
State Fair Parking Lots

Keith started his rodeo career in 1972 at the age of 15 competing in
the junior rodeo division in the bareback riding and bull riding. He also
tried his hand at bullfighting. It got to the point where he enjoyed the
bullfighting (protecting the cowboys) more than the competition. That's
more or less how his career as a contract performer began.

Keith had no desire to tell jokes or perform clown acts. Being somewhat
shy, he found the large audiences intimidating. However, after a period
of time he found that the baggy pants and make-up that he wore pro-
vided him a comfort shield between himself and the spectators. Slowly
but surely, he began telling jokes and performing clown acts.

Isley travels with his equine companions Badger and Punkin. Badger
is a 13-year-old palomino gelding who performs tricks at the rodeo.
Punkin is a 28" miniature horse who is part of Isley's entourage. Isley
is the most decorated rodeo entertainer with 19 awards from the
PRCA. He won the triple crown of rodeo comedians back to back in
2010 and 2011 - The PRCA Comedy Act of the Year, Coors "Man in
the Can" and PRCA Clown of the Year.

Keith travels throughout the year to rodeos all over the U.S., Puerto
Rico and Canada.

His awards include:
PRCA Comedy Act of the Year (2009-2011,2013) 
Coors "Man in the Can" (2006,2009-2012) 
PRCA "Clown of the Year" (2006-2011) 
Dodge Circuit Finals (2010) 
First Frontier Circuit Finals (2010) 
NFR "Barrel Man" (2009) 
PRCA "Specialty Act of the Year" (2006)

PRCA RODEO

ENTERTAINER

KEITH ISLEY
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Board Members Present: Darrell Mead, Meg Sax, Kris Kelly, Missie

Schwartz, Kim Otterson, Trina Joyce, Kari Newman, Barb Anderson-

Whiteis, Dave Fleischhaker, Sue McDonough, Tom Tweeten, Glen

Eaton, Doug Persian

Absent: Dawn Moore, Tracy Turner, Marian Robinson, Tim Bonham

Members/Visitors: Barbara Fleischhaker, Allison Eklund

I. Meeting called to order: 6:38 P.M. by Vice President Darrell Mead. 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

A. Meg Sax added Horse Crazy Market to New Business.

B. Trina Joyce added Scholarships to Committee Reports.

C. Dave Fleischhaker added TEEFA to Committee Reports.

D. Darrell Mead added AHC Membership to New Business.

IV. Treasurer’s Report for October was presented by Tom Tweeten in

electronic format prior to the meeting. October treasurer’s report present-

ed for approval. Darrell Mead motioned to approve the treasurer’s report

as presented. Kim Otterson seconded, motion carries. Tom Tweeten pre-

sented the Management Report/Statement of Activity for November.

Tom Tweeten then presented the Budget vs. Actual Annual Budget for

the same time frame. 

V. Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the October meeting were pre-

sented to the board electronically prior to the meeting, as well as in hard

copy at the meeting. Dave Fleischhaker motioned to approve the October

minutes as presented. Kim Otterson seconded, motion carries.

VI. Secretary’s Report: Missie Schwartz shared a report from the MHC

Facebook page that encompassed the past 28 days. Missie Schwartz

asked any directors who find items suitable for the Facebook page to

send them to Missie Schwartz, Meg Sax or the Administrative Assistant

to post. Missie Schwartz opened a conversation on the current meeting

location and other possible locations that may suit the needs of the MHC

Board of Directors. The board decided to meet in December at the Libby

Conference Center as Missie Schwartz completes her search for a long

term meeting location.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

A. MHC Vision: Tracy Turner absent, no report. 

B. MHSEA Update: Dawn Moore advised the number of those regis-

tered and met the qualifications are down, but we all agree that our goal

as MHC is to get the numbers back up. We did add at least two new

schools. Rochester Mayo area has a barn that is trying to tell all the stu-

dents that they have to ride at that particular barn to qualify for the school

letter program. That is not true. We will be doing some research and hope

that everyone on the board will assist in getting the word out for next

show season about the program and any 8th-11th graders are eligible to

register this April. We lost the Leatherdale donation this year because

they felt that with MHC taking over that MHSEA should no longer need

their assistance. Thank you to one of our own board members for step-

ping in to fill that void when we had to pay insurance in the Spring. The

next meeting is November 15th at 4:30 with Laura and Brigid at Laura’s

house. We will go over final reports for participants, and then send

emails to schools as far as who has met the requirements for Varsity or

Junior Varsity. After that, the current MHSEA board will resign and the

MHC board will take over 100%. Allison and Brigid have been in contact

and everything is in place. There are very few documents that need to be

changed as most of them have the email info@mhsea.org so that will just

be rerouted to me instead of Laura. This was perhaps the most time con-

suming part of the transition earlier in the Spring but should make it easy

going forward. New photos of the 2016 show season participants are

being gathered and will go up on the website in the next few weeks. Most

of the time now needs to be committed to promoting the program when

MHC members are at Equine and school events. Please use the flyer pro-

vided to help get the word out to potential participants. Also, maybe we

can print this in the newsletter each month since it is now our program.  

C. Investment Update: Tom Tweeten offered a brief explanation of cur-

rent rates of return based on different investment levels. As of this meet-

ing, no investment has been made.

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Expo: Glen Eaton reported. Everything is on schedule for the 2017

MN Horse Expo. Kathy Juhl is interviewing speakers. Reservations for

vendor booths and stalls are arriving at a rapid pace. A last notice that

any remaining vendors from 2016 that are not in by the October 25 Expo

meeting was to have an extension until November 10. That is the last day

for 2016 vendors to claim their same vendor booths. The November and

December vendor meetings will be held at Byerly’s in St. Louis Park.

Bank balance as of the October 25 meeting was $52,000.00. As of

November 6th, over 200 have registered for stall and vendor booths.

B. Direct Funding: Mark Ward absent, no report.  

C. Budget: Darrell Mead led a review of the proposed 2017 budget. Dave

Fleischhaker motioned to approve the budget as presented. Glen Eaton

seconded, discussion followed. Motion carries. Discussion followed on

creating a foundation, charitable donations and the relationship between

the MHC and the MN Horse Expo, led by Allison Eklund. Doug Persian

motioned to spend $3,500 from the cash reserves to create a foundation.

Dave Fleischhaker seconded. Allison Eklund asked for a steering commit-

tee of interested individuals to work on the project. Motion carries. The

steering committee will consist of Kris Kelly (chair), Tom Tweeten,

Marian Robinson and Trina Joyce. Discussion followed on putting the

investment monies on hold while the foundation is created. Tom Tweeten

will consult with our investor on the best way to proceed.

D. Aisle of Breeds: Glen Eaton advised there is no report. 

E. Coalition of State Horse Councils: Glen Eaton reported: a full

report will be presented in December. 

F. Annual Meeting: Dawn Moore absent, no report.  

G.  Horse Welfare: Tracy Turner absent, no report.

H.  Nominations: Darrell Mead advised there are currently no additions

to the ballot. Tracy Turner, Darrell Mead, Dawn Moore, Dave

Fleischhaker, Kris Kelly and Tim Bonham will be on the ballot for the

MHC board of directors in 2017. 

I. Grants: The committee presented their recommendations for grant

recipients and advised the currently recommended grants total $48,324.  

J. TEEFA: Dave Fleischhaker advised one application has been approved. 

K. Newsletter: Missie Schwartz motioned to decrease the newsletter

production to eight issues per year. The committee will utilize the web-

site and the facebook page more frequently. The months the MHC will

issue a newsletter are February, April, June, August, September, October,

November and December. Trina Joyce seconded, motion carries.

L. Scholarships: Trina Joyce advised 22 complete scholarship applica-

tions have been received, copied and distributed to the five committee

members for evaluation. Four additional applications were received that

were either late or incomplete.

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

A. AHC Membership: Tom Tweeten advised the grassroots member-

ship will no longer be available in 2017. There is discussion of having a

discounted membership rate. The MHC Administrative Assistant will

clarify the costs and alter promotional materials accordingly.

MHC Minutes--continued on page 9

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES - November 8, 2016
Meeting Location: Nutrena Conference Room - Leatherdale Center, U of MN St Paul
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MHC Minutes--continued from page 8

B. Horse Crazy Market: Meg Sax advised the MHC having a presence

and will be setting up on December 2nd with the event running

December 3rd and 4th. Meg Sax will be distributing a sign-up sheet for

volunteers.

C. Darrell Mead advised the Administrative Assistant and the Secretary

have met and shared both job descriptions and the Administrative

Assistant’s current job duties. The Task Force meeting scheduled for

Wednesday November 8th will be postponed and rescheduled if needed.

Announcements:

November 11th is the deadline for submissions for the next newsletter.

X. Darrell Mead adjourned the meeting at 9:08 PM. 

NEXT MEETING - December 13, 2016 * 6:30 p.m.

Libby Conference Center, 1311 Cosgrove St, St. Paul, MN 55108

JOIN THE MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL
Join MHC and make a difference. Our member stables, saddle clubs,

breed organizations, tack shops, businesses and horse people represent

over 7,000 horse lovers in the state. Join now, using the form at

www.mnhorsecouncil.org. 

Your membership in the Minnesota Horse Council will help us foster

growth in and promote a vibrant Minnesota equine community.

The MHC stays in touch with members through its monthly newsletter,

"For Horses Sake," which is also mailed to other state horse councils,

state and national publications, tack shops, local, state and federal

agencies, various media, and other interested individuals and groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US! The Minnesota Horse Council is mainly

run by volunteers and has many active committees that could use your

help and expertise. Interested in becoming involved with MHC as a

volunteer? Email us at www.mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net.

EXCESS PERSONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE
The Minnesota Horse Council has teamed up with Equisure to offer

Excess Personal Liability insurance to our members.

Coverage description:

w $1 million dollar Excess Personal Liability Insurance

Cost (when applied for using our Paypal connection in on our website

membership page):

w $21 for individual coverage

w $41 for family coverage (to include you, your resident spouse, and 
your resident children under the age of 18 years of age at the time  

the policy is purchased).

Terms:

All Excess Personal Liability coverage will begin January 1st, 2016

and end December 31st, 2016.

Personal Excess Coverage is not available to business memberships,

including limited liability partnerships or corporations of any nature.

For Frequently Asked Questions, see

www.mnhorsecouncil.org/docs/link-to-equisure-2016.pdf

JOIN THE AMERICAN HORSE COUNCIL

The Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors encourages MHC

members to also become members of the American Horse Council.

The AHC is offering a $10 discount on a first year membership when

entering the discount code:  SHC10.  

Legislative Member ($50) 

• Quarterly roundup of the issues impacting the industry and other 

noteworthy articles with the AHC News

• Keep current of contacts within your state, at the various breed 

registries, racetracks, state horse councils, and more with the yearly 

Horse Industry Directory

• Learn how to effectively get in contact with your member of 

Congress with the Grassroots Lobbying Guideline

• Up to the minute information on legislation and regulations with 

our Washington Update

• Save money! AHC Members receive discounts with Hertz car 

rental, John Deere, Nationwide Insurance, Redbrand Fencing, 

HotelStorm, and MORE

• Display your support for the AHC with an AHC window decal

Most importantly these memberships support the work that the AHC

does in Washington DC and helps keep individual horse people

engaged and up to date on what's going on in Washington.  We encour-

age you to participate in the membership program to support the many

initiatives of the American Horse Council. For additional information

on the American Horse Council, visit www.horsecouncil.org.

AHC to Offer Student Internships Starting

in 2017!

In 2017, the American Horse Council (AHC) will begin offering

three different internship programs available to both high school

and college students. Students will be eligible to apply to one

internship per year in the AHC Internship Program.

Also starting in 2017 is the addition of a Student Membership to

the AHC Membership categories. The AHC felt it was important

to continue the trend of being able to educate youth of the impor-

tance of the AHC in order to ensure the industry’s long-term sus-

tainability. The internship opportunities being offered in 2017 are

another way for students to understand exactly what it is the AHC

does here in Washington, DC, and educate the next generation to

advocate on behalf of the industry at the local, state or national

level.

The three internships available are:

• 1 or 2 week shadowing program to gain a broader understanding

of the AHC with a focus on expanding knowledge of equine

industry and policymaking. Transportation and housing not

included; stipend of $250 available to offset expenses. Open to

high school and college students.

• 1 or 2 month internship- includes overview of AHC, student

would conduct a research project and write a white paper on a

specific topic of interest for academic credit. Transportation and

housing not included; stipend of $500/month available to offset

expenses. Open to college students.

• Semester internship- includes overview of AHC, research project

and white paper for academic credit and attendance at annual AHC

meeting. Transportation and housing not included; Stipend of

$500/month available to offset expenses. Open to college students.

The AHC’s encourages those that apply for the internships to also

join at the Student membership level in order to get a fully

rewarding experience.  Students will be able to see the relation-

ship between the work that the AHC does daily, and the ensuing

information that gets shared with AHC members.

Please visit the AHC website herefor more details and to down-

load the application form. If you have any questions, or would

like more information about the internship program, please con-

tact the AHC at  info@horsecouncil.org. 
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Newsletter Deadlines

April 2017           3/17/17

June 2017            5/12/17

July-Aug 2017   6/16/17

Sept. 2017         8/11/17

Oct. 2017             9/15/17

Nov. 2017        10/13/17

Dec. 2017          11/17/17

Jan-Feb 2018      1/22/18

April 2018           3/16/18

June 2018            5/11/18
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Feb. 14, 2017

March 14, 2017

April 11, 2017

May 9,2017

June 13, 2017

July 11, 2017

Sept. 12, 2017

Oct. 10, 2017

Nov. 14, 2017

Dec. 12, 2017

Jan. 20, 2018

Annual Meeting

Feb. 13, 2018

March 13, 2018

April 10, 2018

Feb. 28, 2017

March 28, 2017

April 18, 2017

May 30, 2017

June 27, 2017

July 25, 2017

Sept. 26, 2017

Oct. 31, 2017

Nov. 28, 2017

Dec. 26, 2017

Jan. 30, 2018

Feb. 27, 2018

Mar. 27, 2018

April 17, 2018

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO

BOARD MEETINGS

www.mnhorseexpo.org
6:30 pm

Call 952-356-2090 for location.

MEETING SCHEDULE

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL
BOARD MEETINGS

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

6:30 pm w Libby Conference Center, MN State Fairgrounds

1311 Cosgrove St. w St, Paul 
MHC Board Meetings are open, MHC members welcome to attend..

MINNESOTA HORSEMEN’S DIRECTORY

The Minnesota Horsemen's Directory is a free resource provided
by the Minnesota Horse Council to help you find horse-related

information and services in and near Minnesota.

w Find a farrier, trail riding stable, boarding, lessons, tack stores, and
much more! Use the Events Calendar to find shows, clinics and other

horse-related activities. Use the new Jobs category to find a job or

skilled job seeker.

w Find what you're looking for by choosing a category, or search the
directory. Once you are in a category, browse the results alphabetically

or by a sub-category or region.

w Help make this site comprehensive and accurate. Submit a free list-
ing of your Minnesota horse-related business or organization. Once

listed, you can edit your listing as often as you wish. 

w Whether you are looking to hire or looking for an equine-related job
in or near Minnesota, submit a Help Wanted or Seeking a Job ad here.

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com

Thank You to the
Minnesota Horse Council

Thomas Tweeten

Treasurer

Minnesota  Horse Council

Dear Mr. Tweeten,

On behalf of the American  Association  of Equine Practitioners (AAEP)

Foundation, I want to express sincere thanks for your support of the

Equine Disease Communication Center (EDCC). Your generous dona-

tion in the amount of $500.00 is a welcome contribution and will help

us to continue  to maintain and enhance the efforts of the EDCC for the

welfare of horses and to keep the equine industry informed and safe.

Operating costs for Foundation staff and supplies are paid by the AAEP,

so 100% of your commitment is used to support the EDCC and its oper-

ations. In addition, in-kind support for the EDCC website and call cen-

ter is being provided thanks to the generosity of the United States

Equestrian Federation. Organizational assistance for the EDCC is being

provided by the American  Horse Council.

You will continue to receive information from the EDCC and encour-

age you to help us promote the EDCC, alerts and more.  Your organi-

zation will continue to be recognized on the EDCC website as a sup-

porter of our efforts.

For more information about the AAEP Foundation, its efforts to help

horses and those who care for horses, please visit our website at

www.aaepfoundation.org.

Again, please accept my heartfelt thanks for your contribution  to the

AAEP Foundation. 

Kindest regards,

Jeffrey T. Berk, VMD

AAEP Foundation  Chairman



MEMBERSHIP

APPLICATION

Name _____________________________________________

Farm/Business Name _________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________

Alt. Phone _________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Website URL _______________________________________

Brief description of your stable/business/involvement with horses:

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Would you like to volunteer with MHC? If so, please list any

interest you have: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

The MN Horse Council newsletter, “For Horse’s Sake” is sent

by email (arrives faster and saves postage and paper costs). If

you cannot receive it by email, check below.

q United States Postal Service - B&W

If you would like to purchase Excess Personal Liability

Insurance for yourself or your family, check the appropriate box

below. Note: Organizations, Corporations, Businesses and

LLCs are NOT eligible for this insurance. Read about this

insurance on the membership page on our website.

q Individual Insurance  $20     q Family Insurance  $40

If you have any questions, please call 763-755-7729 or email

mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net.

Please complete this form and send with your check to:

Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362

or join online at www.mnhorsecouncil.org/membership

q Individual - $15

q Family - $20

q Organization - $25

q Corporation - $25

q Certified Stable: First Year - $35

q Certified Stable: Renewal - $25
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Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362

763-755-7729 w mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Aisle of Breeds
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@minnesotahorsecouncil.org

Annual Meeting
Dawn Moore w 952-949-6659 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Budget
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Budget Review-Expo
Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Certified Stables
Sue McDonough w 651-699-8117 w suemcdonough@mnhorsecouncil.org

Communications
Missie Schwartz w 612-868-6041 w missieschwartz@mnhorsecouncil.org

Direct Funding
Mark Ward w 651-436-6557 w markward@mnhorsecouncil.org

Disaster Response
Marian Robinson w 763-588-0297 w marianrobinson@mnhorsecouncil.org

David Fleischhaker w 651-450-6710 w davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Expo
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Grants
Tim Bonham w 612-721-1007 w timbonham@mnhorsecouncil.org

Horseperson of the Year
Dawn Moore w 952-949-6659 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Horse Welfare
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Inventory/Storage
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Legislative
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota High School Equestrian Assn
Dawn Moore w 952-949-6659 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota Horsemen’s Directory
Kari Newman w 952-261-2030 w karinewman@mnhorsecouncil.org

Nominations
Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Pioneer Award
Doug Persian w 763-242-5570 w dougpersian@mnhorsecouncil.org

Promotions
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org

Scholarships
Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798 w trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org

Show Facilities
Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

Kris Kelly w 612-919-5146 w kriskelly@mnhorsecouncil.org

State Horse Council
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Temporary Emergency Equine Feed Assistance (TEEFA)
David Fleischhaker w 651-450-6710 w davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Trail Blazers
Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota Horse Council Website
Kari Newman w 952-261-2030 w karinewman@mnhorsecouncil.org

Administrative Assistant
Andrea Dubay w 763-755-7729 w mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net
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Out the Back Door . . .

The MHC Challenge
For those who attended the 2017 Minnesota Horse Council Annual meeting and banquet, you

heard me issue a challenge to all of our members. I suppose that is you heard if you paid

attention! So just in case and for those that were unable to attend, here it is again.

The challenge is for each and every member to reach out and contact an MHC board member

this year. We would like to hear directly from our members whether it be an issue, concern,

a complaint, question or compliment!

The Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors are elected by our membership to represent

the interests of the horse industry in the State of Minnesota. While the board members do not

have the last word in everything horse, we strive to have industry knowledge, resources and

aptitude to obtain or facilitate our members to garner the information they may need.

Please accept the challenge! The contact information for the board members is listed on the

front page of every newsletter and can also be found on the website.

Keep in mind the only way to address an issue is by venturing out your back door. 

Missie.Schwartz@MNhorsecouncil.org


