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Goals and Objectives of the
Minnesota Horse Council

w Promote and/or support equine
educational activities

w Improve communication in all 
horse related activities with the
general public

w Gather information of value to
equine related activities

w Distribute gathered information
as appropriate

w Provide expertise, consult 
and advise

w Establish, develop and enhance
equine trails and other infra-
structure and encourage their
prudent use

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

President

Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206
tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

1st Vice President

Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078
darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

2nd Vice President

David Fleischhaker w 651-402-5512 
davidfleischhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Secretary

Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708
dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Treasurer

Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190
tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

DIRECTORS

Barb Anderson-Whiteis...612-598-1696

Karen Clark.....................763-682-5324

Glen Eaton.......................952-356-2090

Judy Jensen..................763-972-6397

Trina Joyce..................612-729-7798

Sue McDonough..........651-699-8117

Kari Newman...............952-261-2030

Doug Persian...............763-242-5570

Meg Sax.......................320-761-3990

Missie Schwartz...........612-868-6041

On Saturday, January 20, 2018 the

Minnesota Horse Council announced their

2017 Horseperson of the Year recipient.

Criteria for the award includes:

w Long term, serious commitment to 
equine activity in the Midwest.

w May be professional or amateur.

w Should have contributed in many areas,
i.e., Western shows, English shows, 4-H,

Little Britches and High School Rodeo, 

trails, legislation, clinics and other 

equine related activities. 

w Usually the individual will have been a 
horse owner for many years although it 

certainly is not a requirement. The

person could have worked “behind the 

lines” to great achievement.

w A mature individual, with “long term 
commitment.”

w The individual should have excellent 
character. 

w The individual will likely be recognized by
members of many horse-related groups 

and perhaps by the general population.

The Minnesota Horse Council takes great

pride in awarding this honor to Karen Clark.

Karen Clark of rural Buffalo has been

involved with horses her whole life. Clark

said her 12 years of parochial schooling

taught her discipline, respect and her beliefs.  

In 1969, Karen became an active member of

Paint and Pinto groups, locally and national-

ly, and began showing these spotted horses.

In 1973, she began teaching and was off and

running with her career in horses!

She became immersed in 4-H, served on

the board of the Agricultural Society for

Hennepin County, became the Horse

Leader for Hennepin County and at one

point, was the chairman for the State 4-H

Horse Show for 2 years. She also served

with pride on the board for the Minnesota

Horse Council, was instrumental in the

development of the Certified Stable pro-

gram and was on the ground floor of the

planning and development of the Minnesota

Horse Expo. 

Then life led her into serious Pinto showing.

Names like Call Me Mister, Poco's Hot
Cinder, Ms Honeysuckle Rose, Carnivals
Rocky Road, I Feel Good, Star Oaks Star
Dust, Bittzy Bonanza, Zip to Texas,

Chocolate Chip Kisses, all hover with many

others through a very colorful life in Pinto.

Rightfully so, the farm that she shares with

her husband Ron and a varied group of

birds, dogs, cats, mini donkey and many

equines of all types and sizes, is named

Rainbow's End.

On the third Tuesday of each month, Karen

and her 28-inch Miniature Horse, Prince of
Faith visit a local nursing home. Prince with

his Build a Bear shoes and dressed for the

season or holiday, they also dress to match.

Riders and friends come along to chat room

by room with all their friends. She finds it an

honor to be able to share the love they all

have for this industry.

A life lesson that she wanted to share is, an

early mentor once told her, "When you're

green you're growing, when you're ripe

HPOY--continued on page 10

MHC Announces 2017 Horseperson of the Year - KAREN CLARK

Left to right: 

Ron Clark, Karen Clark & Orville Volkmann
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I apologize for not being present at our Annual Meeting. I am presently in Ocala, Florida

educating other veterinarians how to provide better veterinary care to the horses they work

on. I want to thank Darrell Mead, MHC First Vice President for presenting my message.

It has been my privilege to be President of an outstanding Board of Directors. I would like

to thank each of them, Darrell Mead, First Vice President; Dave Fleischhaker, Second Vice

President; Tom Tweeten, Treasurer; Dawn Moore, Secretary; Glen Eaton, Expo President;

Barbara Anderson Whiteis, Trina Joyce, Kris Kelly, Sue McDonough, Mindy Means, Kari Newman, Kim Otterson, Doug

Persian, Marian Robinson, Meg Sax, and Missie Schwartz. Four of these members will be leaving the Board of Directors

and I want to acknowledge their dedication: Kris Kelly, Mindy Means, Kim Otterson, and Marian Robinson, Thank you.

The Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors has been busy over the past year continuing its primary objective of

working with Minnesota horse owners, horse enthusiasts and the horse industry in general. The Minnesota Horse Council

promotes and supports the state’s horse industry through a variety of activities and funding mechanisms.

• We own the Minnesota Horse Expo and run it through its own board of directors. It brings together thousands 

of horse-related vendors, professionals and enthusiasts to the Minnesota State Fairgrounds every April. This 

year the Expo will be held April 27-29, 2018. 

• We fund development and improvement of horse trails and facilities in Minnesota parks and state forests 

through our Trails Committee

• We work with national, state and local governmental issues to enact laws and rules that affect the keeping of 

horses, their use and sale.

• We promote youth through our Minnesota High School Equestrian Association and through scholarships to students.

• We promote education about various horse breeds through our Aisle of Breeds at the Minnesota State Fair.

• We promote equine-related activities through grants and direct funding awards.

• We provide disaster relief when horses need immediate space, feed and care due to natural disasters.

• We certify stables throughout the state to promote quality and safety in the stable industry.

• We recognize outstanding horse people in the state with our Horseperson of the Year Award and our Pioneer Award.

• We have taken a lead in the state’s response to Unwanted Horses in Minnesota.

• We provide sponsorships at horse shows and other events.

• We continue to support and manage the MHC website and the Horseman’s Directory.

During 2017, the Minnesota Horse Council has accomplished the following:

We continue to bring the voice of the equine industry to the Minnesota Legislature. We also go to Washington to promote

the horse industry nationally while attending the American Horse Council Annual Meeting. We can say the Minnesota

Horse Council and our national legislators are on the same page when it comes to horse issues.                                    

The Minnesota Horse Expo is key to our ongoing effort to help and promote the horse industry of Minnesota. Money gen-

erated from the Expo is used to fund grants for large projects, give direct funds for educational needs and support small

projects, further improve recreational areas for equine camping and trail riding, and provide scholarships to deserving stu-

dents. 

In 2017, we launched the Minnesota Horse Council Foundation. This is a 501c3 charity which will make it easier to estab-

lish long term funding for scholarships and trails and other activities.

Please read about all the programs we continue to support either on our website or in the Annual Meeting Brochure you

will receive at the meeting. The Minnesota Horse Council, its members and its board are here to support the Minnesota

horse industry in many ways through our many programs. Plus, we put on one of the best Horse Expositions in the country,

the Minnesota Horse Expo.  

Thank you.

Tracy A. Turner, DVM, MS 

President, Minnesota Horse Council

2017 President’s Message
Dr. Tracy Turner, DVM, MS

Minnesota Horse Council President
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Minnesota Horse Council Awards $47,478  in Grants
The Minnesota Horse Council uses the revenue from the 2017 Minnesota Horse Expo to offer "seed money grants" for new projects &

capital improvements by Minnesota equine groups. At the Annual Meeting held January 20, 2018 in St. Louis Park, the Minnesota

Horse Council announced that $47,478 in grants had been awarded to the following 11 non-profit projects for 2018:

Washington County Ag Society w Lake Elmo w $7,000
This heavily-used county fairgrounds is finally going to add an

indoor arena on the County Fairgrounds. This grant will help

them by providing 1% of their funding goal to build this facility.

University of MN w St. Paul  w $2,300
Where to feed your hay, and the effect this has on dental wear

has long been a subject of speculation (and legend) among horse

owners. This grants assists the University in doing research to

determine scientifically the effect of how hay feeding affects

dental wear, and general health in horses. When completed, they

will provide the results to our newsletter and other publications

to inform horse owners in the area.

St. Paul Police Mounted Patrol w St. Paul w $5,000
Some of the horses used in this patrol have served well, but are

now at retirement age and need to be replaced with younger

horses. This grant will help the patrol to acquire appropriate

horse(s), and provide needed training to them.

River Valley Riders w Woodbury w $6,000
This therapeutic riding program has improved their outdoor rid-

ing facility, and is now at the point of adding an indoor riding

arena so they can be open year-round. This grant will help them

in building that facility.

River Trail Riders Saddle Club w Verndale w $3,000
This saddle club needs to replace the old and worn outdoor arena

fence and the announcers stand at their show grounds. This grant

will help in purchasing materials for the arena fence, which the

members will use to replace the fence as the first part on their

upgrade project.

Ramsey County Mounted Patrol w Hugo w $7,000
This Mounted Patrol provides service to 24 cities with over

500,000 people within Ramsey County. The patrol needs various

safety and visibility items such as helmets, saddle blankets,

breast collars, reflective leg wraps, saddle bags, and rain gear.

This grant will enable the program to purchase this equipment.

Pope County 4-H Equine Team w Starbuck w $3,828
The outdoor arena fence at their county fairgrounds is in poor

condition with rotting posts and broken patched boards. They

plan to replace the arean fence with new posts, metal fence pan-

els, and to move it further from a drainage ditch to prevent occa-

sional flooding of one end. This grant will only purchase the

materials; members will do the work to remove the old fence,

and build and install the new one.

Martin County 4-H Horse Project w Truman w $2,400
The warm-up area outside this fairgrounds horse show arena is

wide open, treeless, and exposed to the broiling summer sun.

Because of the location, they can't put up any permanent roof or

shelter. So this group is proposing to build a retractable canvas

awning that will slide on cables over the area. These canvas pan-

els can be furled up in case of heavy winds and will provide

shade for horses waiting between classes in hot summer weather.

This grant will purchase the materials only; members will build

and install the shade awning.

Itasca County Fair w Grand Rapids$ w 4,000
The wash racks at this county fairgrounds are too small, have

poor water pressure, and allow dirty, soapy water to drain into a

lake. This project would replace the old racks with new, expand-

ed concrete wash racks, with increased water supply and

drainage connected to the city treated sewer system, closing off

the old drainage that leached into the lake. Total project cost is

over $36,000. This grant will help fund the horse racks portion

of the project.

Healing Through Horses w St. Frances w $3,500
This program provides summer horse camp for at-risk youth,

especially those in foster care or with incarcerated parents.

Besides introduction to riding, students learn safety around ani-

mals, horse care, respect for the horse and other students, and

self-respect. This grant will fund one week of camp for students.

Freedom Farm w Waverly w $3,450
This therapeutic riding program also serves injured veterans and

at-risk youth. They need a portable horse shelter for the small

bare paddock where they keep new horses or isolated horses.

This grant will purchase the needed shelter building, and have it

delivered to the site.

Over the past 26 years, the Minnesota Horse Council has
awarded $1,143,392 in grants to equestrian projects in
Minnesota. This is in addition to other charitable donations by
the Horse Council, such as the Direct Funding awards, the Tony
Gasser educational scholarships, and the Trails funding pro-
gram. The major portion of the Horse Council budget goes right
back into the Minnesota horse industry. 
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2017 MHC SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The scholarship committee evaluates applications that are due every November 1st. The scholarships began with a bequest from Tony

Gasser in the early 1980s. Then the Horse Council voted to start adding 5% of the gross profit from the Minnesota Horse Expo to the

scholarship fund each year. Last  year we gave 12 scholarships of $3000 and this year we’re giving 10 scholarships of $3000. We look

at an applicant's horse experience, their grades, their leadership, their goals, and their three letters of recommendation. We take appli-

cations from seniors in high school through graduate/vet school. The scholarships are for Minnesota residents only. There have been

213 scholarship winners since 1991 receiving scholarships totalling over $499,000. 

Kalley Christopherson is a junior at the University of

Wisconsin River Falls majoring in animal science with equine

management emphasis and a minor in agricultural business. 

Angie Esselman graduated from the University of Wisconsin

River Falls. She proceeded to vet school at the University of

Minnesota to pursue a surgical or sports medicine residency.

Paige Gabrielson is a junior at the University of Wisconsin

River Falls majoring in animal science with minors in chemistry

and music.

Cameron Gallenberg is a senior at the University of Minnesota

majoring in animal science with a prevet emphasis.

Erin Halla is a college senior at the University of Minnesota

majoring in animal science with a prevet emphasis and plans to

go to vet school. 

Sabrina Hart is a high school senior at Farmington High School.

She’s planning on going to the University of Wisconsin River

Falls and majoring in animal science focusing on equine. She’s

also interested in teaching therapeutic riding. 

Charlotte Knopp is a junior at Mount Holyoke College major-

ing in biology with a minor in chemistry. She’s interested in

equine infectious disease and would like to get a PhD and

become part of a teaching university. 

Alexandra Resnick is in her second year at the University of

Minnesota Vet School. Once she graduates, she wants to get cer-

tified in equine acupuncture, massage, and chiropractic.

Morgan Schmidt is a senior at Montevideo High School. She’s

planning on going to Ridgewater College in Willmar for an AAS

degree in Vet Tech and an AAS degree in equine science at

Minnesota State Fergus Falls. She’s interested in equine chiro-

practic.

Natasha Spicza is a fourth year student at the University of

Minnesota. She was admitted to vet school at the University of

Minnesota through the Vet FAST program.  

Left to right: Trina Joyce, MHC Scholarship Chair; Paige Gabrielson, Kalley Christopherson, Morgan Schmidt,

Erin Halla, Alexandra Resnick, Cameron Gallenberg, Sabrina Hart, Natasha Spicza, Angie Esselman



These Belgians are pulling what is known as a

Forwarder. This is a modern piece of equipment and is

used to take logs out of the woods in various lengths

and could be pulled with 2 or 3 horses. It has a motor

on it that runs a hydraulic boom to lift the logs into the

Forwarder.
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The Gentle Giants
The Gentle Giants are back for the 2018 Minnesota Horse Expo. With the help of the Northern Minnesota Draft Horse Association, the

Minnesota Horse Breeders Association and the North Star Draft Horse Association members, the 2018 Minnesota Horse Expo will be

displaying Percherons, Shires and Belgian draft horses as part of Friday and Saturday AgStar Arena demonstrations. These beautiful

horses weighing approximately 2000 lbs each and standing 16 to 18 hands high will be pulling many pieces of equipment. Some of the

equipment is antique while others are recently manufactured to meet today’s requirements on the farm. An interesting fact is that

Minnesota has a great background in manufacturing horse drawn equipment. One piece will be a Russel Fresno scraper made by the

Russel Manufacturing Company right here in Minneapolis. Another will be a plow made in Long Prairie, MN.

The men and women from the organizations will demonstrate how logging was done in the late 1890s as well as some of the modern

horse drawn equipment available to them today. In addition they will demonstrate Minnesota-made equipment as well as other unique

rarely seen farm equipment used by our ancestors on their farms. 

The Percherons Matt and Major are pulling what is called a

Reversible Disc plow. Used for pulling or turning over the

soil, these disc plows were used in some of the lighter soils.

This disc plow has a very unique way of turning around in

the field. See it demonstrated at Expo.

The snow roller being pulled by

Belgians Gus and Frank. This piece

was used to pack the snow on the

roads so the sleds and wheeled vehi-

cles had a harder surface to travel on.

It also allowed those roads or trails to

last a little longer during the spring.

Harlan Gekeler plowing with a two

wheel Oliver sulky plow and his

team of Belgians.

A McKinnon rope hitch used

with Shire and Percheron 12-

horse hitch. Look for a simi-

lar hitch at the Friday and

Saturday Horse Expo demos.

The mules Ruth and Festus, pulling a tool called a Go-

Devil. With the log loaded on the Go-Devil it kept the

log off the ground and with the runners on the equip-

ment making pulling the log easier for the mules, hors-

es or oxen.

See the
Gentle Giants
at the 2018

Expo
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The tack sale is held annually at Minnesota's Horse Expo. The

tack sale will again take over all of the Dairy Building. They will

be adding a fifth checkout lane on Friday to help handle the vol-

ume of sales. Workers of the sale are Minnesota 4-H Horse

project members and volunteers. This is a major fund raising

event for the Minnesota 4-H Horse project.

Consignment

The public is invited to consign items. Consignors establish and

price their items, using special tags provided, when items are

brought to the sale. If you have 50 or more items, you may get

tags from Curt Baumgart prior to the sale.

A 20% commission fee is charged on all items sold at the tack

sale, 5 percent of that is used to pay Minnesota Horse Expo for

rental space. The remainder of the commission supports

Minnesota 4-H Horse Project activities and events. Please con-

sider checking out your tack at home and bring it to the sale or

visit the sale and find the tack you need. 

Consignors

The 2017 tack and clothing consignment sale was successful as

always! Merchandise was consigned from all over the Midwest

including Minnesota, Wisconsin, the Dakotas and as far away as

California and Canada. 20,264 items were consigned in 2017

including 240 saddles of all types and 13,476 items were sold.

Thanks to the more than 300 consignors who participated!

Volunteers

This sale is growing every year, and we need more volunteers to

help. We have fun working the sale; think about joining us. If

you would like to help with this event fill out the volunteer form

at www.mnhorseexpo.org and email it to

tackswapvolunteer@gmail.com.

The proceeds from this sale go to the Minnesota 4-H Horse proj-

ect to help Minnesota county 4-H groups hold clinics, sponsor

the 4-H State Horse Show, and support the Judge’s Seminar for

4-H judges to be certified.

One of the Largest Tack Swaps in Minnesota
With Over 13,000 Items Sold in 2017

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

8:30 am - 7:00 pm

8:30 am - 7:00 pm

8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Noon - 8:00 pm

8:00 am - Noon

8:00 am - Noon

Check In Time

Tack Sale Hours

Sunday

Only

5:15 - 7:00 pm

Check Out Time

Check in on Underwood St Only

All items left after 7:00 pm on Sunday, April 30,

will be a donation to the MN 4-H Horse Program.

Consignment Information - Contact
Curt Baumgart 320-355-2142 or 

Al Vandenberghe 218-764-3351

Volunteers Needed
4-H members and their parents are needed

to help work at this tack sale.

To volunteer, tackswapvolunteer@gmail.com

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
FOR THE 2018 

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO
Watch www.mnhorseexpo.org

and Facebook for updates.

Vendor booths going fast.

To advertise in the Official Program,

contact programads@mnhorseexpo.org

or call Linda Dahl at 651-353-8188
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When you least expect it, your mule may shy or spook and you

need tools!

I received a letter from a lad who told me that his mule spooked

at a leaf blower that was being used nearby as he was riding

down the road. The mule apparently spun and ran off. He was

difficult to stop. So the question was, is my bit adequate? (rider

was using a bit which shall remain nameless but not one avail-

able through me).

So let’s take a step back for a moment to remember that a spooking

equine will not be stopped by a bit. And let’s also remember that

every horse and mule and donkey can and will spook at something.

So as we try to figure out how we are going to control this unwant-

ed behavior, we have to start knowing those two specific points.

The best way to control any unwanted behavior from our

equines is to have your mule very well trained. Mules that I work

with are first taught by using a mule rider’s martingale with a

double twisted wire snaffle bit. I put the bridle on with the bit

hanging down and let the mule pack the

bit (he will play with it first). Then I put

the mule in an area with a surcingle,

britchen, and the headstall secured to the

surcingle and I let the mule figure out for

himself that if he keeps his head nice and

low and relaxes those neck muscles as he

packs the bit, he will be one happy camper! But if he sticks that

nose out or pops that head up, OUCH! That bit bites. 

I will do a few sessions like this – for 20-30 minutes per session,

3 or 4 days a week (with a day in between to let him digest what

he has learned). When the mule routinely accepts the bit, packs

it, and stops testing it, I will start with some short rides. If he gets

excited about something and sticks his nose out or head up, he

quickly recalls that the bit “bites” and he drops his head. In this

position, he is not nearly as likely to run off and after the bit bites

him, he will listen again to what you have to say rather than

focusing on the mule eating scarey thing.

I typically use the mule rider’s martingale for about 6 months of

riding. This creates “habit” for the mule and gives him a good

foundation. You can ride trail or do arena work with the rig on.

I have never had it catch in anything on the trail. And for those

who feel a twisted wire bit is harsh, remember that as long as Mr.

Mule keeps his head in position, that bit that is packed and hang-

ing pretty loose won’t hurt him at all. But if he finds himself get-

ting excited, he reminds himself that he had best not lift that

head or stick that nose out. Your hands can remain very light. He

will, after all, correct himself.

Now lots of folks at this point will talk about despooking or

desensitizing. I have to say I am not a fan of those words. Why

would we want our mule to be less sensitive? His sense of self

preservation is going to make sure you never take the sensitive

side of him away. But I do agree that as you form a partnership

with your mule, you need to experience as many things as you

can together. Always be a confident leader and show him that

you will be the kind of herd leader he needs. Breathe, sit deep,

keep light but responsive hands and RIDE. You will need to use

your legs, seat, hands, and voice to communicate with your

mule. So if you find yourself wanting to stop him, you need to

sit deep, breathe out, get your legs OFF of him (though you tend

to squeeze him when you are scared), and tell him to WHOA

while you alternate reins (Right, left, right, left). Don’t just pick

up and pull back. Instead, alternate and release and wake up that

brain that has just zoned out from fright. Whether you have the

twisted wire snaffle, a correction bit, or a finish bit in his mouth

is not the biggest factor. All the gadgets in the world won’t help

you if that mule chomps and braces on the bit and takes off. But

when you use ALL of your tools, you are riding rather than just

being a passenger.

So let’s continue with despooking or desensitizing for just anoth-

er minute. It is a popular topic. All the famous trainers seem to

talk about it. But I like to take the approach that you can never

show your mule or horse everything he may encounter out on the

trail. And it is hard to simulate a flushed pheasant or a bunny that

you nearly step on in the grass. What we

can do, however, is to use the “traditional

despooking” items to show Mr. Mule that

you are a good leader. The tarps, balls,

noise makers, and more sure do have

their place. But understand that your goal

is to teach your mule that you will be

there for him. It is not to teach him to accept certain items. What

you are telling him is, “It is ok to get worried as long as you

don’t act stupid. So instead of whipping around and running off

– stay facing the worrisome object. Snort if you want. Step clos-

er, then back, and closer again if you can. But know that we are

a team and I won’t let that thing eat you!” 

That is what many call teaching your equine to “spook in place.”

It is easier to sit. It is safer for you and the mule. And the result

is that you forget about it quickly. If you get dragged through the

brush and dumped in a spin, your next ride will be filled with

anxiety. This is a downward spiral.

The tools that you can use are, therefore, mechanical in the form

of a mule rider’s martingale and good well fitting tack (to assure

the mule is not misbehaving due to pain); psychological in the

form of building confidence and team; and functional-- you need

to be a rider, not a passenger.

Nothing makes me happier than

to see a mule and rider work

together. www.muleranch.com.

WHAT CAN I DO WHEN MY MULE SPOOKS?
By Steve Edwards, Queen Valley Mule Ranch

As seen on RFD-TV, Steve

Edwards (AKA “The Mule Guy”!)

has been training horses, mules,

and donkeys for about 40 years.

The last 20 of those years have

been devoted almost exclusively

to mules and donkeys because

Steve notes that they have unique

training needs. Steve loves teach-

ing about anything “long ears.”    

See Steve Edwards at the 2018
Minnesota Horse Expo

April 27‐28‐29
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MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES - November 14, 2017
Meeting Location:  Libby Conference Center, MN State Fairgrounds, 1311 Cosgrove St, St. Paul, MN  55108

Board Members Present: Meg Sax (remotely), Missie Schwartz, Tracy

Turner, Dawn Moore, Dave Fleischhaker, Trina Joyce, Glen Eaton, Tom

Tweeten, Doug Persian, Kari Newman, Darrell Mead

Absent: Marian Robinson, Sue McDonough, Mindy Means, Kris Kelly,

Barb Anderson-Whiteis

Members/Visitors: Tim Bonham, Barb Fleishhaker

I. Meeting called to order: 6:40 P.M. by President Tracy Turner. 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

A. Doug Persian added WeeZee Memorial to New Business.

IV. Treasurer’s Report for November was presented by Tom Tweeten

in electronic format prior to the meeting. October treasurer’s report pre-

sented for approval. Glen Eaton motioned to approve the October trea-

surer’s report as presented. Doug Persian seconded, motion carries. Tom

Tweeten electronically presented the Management  Report/Statement of

Activity for October. Tom Tweeten then presented the Budget vs. Actual

Annual Budget for the same time frame electronically. Tom Tweeten

advised the revised budget has been distributed after adjustments based

on committee chair input.

V. Approval of Minutes – Minutes from the October meeting were pre-

sented to the board electronically prior to the meeting, as well as in hard

copy at the meeting. Dawn Moore motioned to approve the October min-

utes as presented. Missie Schwartz seconded, motion carries. 

VI. Secretary’s Report: Dawn Moore advised there is no report.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

A. MHSEA Update: Dawn Moore advised students are starting to sub-

mit show results. There is continued interest in the program by both stu-

dents and schools. 

B. MHC Foundation Update: Allison Eklund advised there is a active

search for board members. Should anyone know a suitable candidate or

interested party, please direct them to Allison Eklund. 

C. MHC Facebook Page Update: Meg Sax advised the board of the fol-

lowing statistics as of November fourteenth: total page visits: 19, weekly

total reach: 2,123. People engaged: 119, total page likes 3,744, total page

followers 3,653.

D. AHC Impact Study: Trina Joyce advised there is currently research

conducted on the best website to use for fundraising. The committee will

meet soon to make a decision. 

E. Washington County Fairground Discussion: Tracy Turner opened

a discussion on the presentation from Dan Dolan. Darrell Mead

motioned to revisit this topic after the budget review. Tom Tweeten sec-

onded, motion carried. 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Expo: Glen Eaton advised planning for 2018 is well underway. Only

5-1/2 months until Expo. Clinicians are being interviewed. Vendor con-

tracts are ahead from the 2017 Expo. The website is up and running and

has been updated with current ticket prices. The next meeting is

November 28th at the Marriott Hotel in Golden Valley. 

B. Direct Funding: Kari Newman advised there is no report. 

C. Budget and Finance: Tom Tweeten displayed the budget and actual

expense/revenue for 2017 to assist chairs with planning for the 2018

budget. Tom Tweeten asked all chairs to review their budget(s) and make

adjustments for 2018. These adjustments need to be sent to Tom Tweeten

within the week. Dawn Moore motioned to increase the memberships at

all levels by $10. Darrell Mead seconded, motion carries. Dawn Moore

motioned to increase the annual meeting dinner cost to $40 per person.

Darrell Mead seconded, motion carries. 

D. Aisle of Breeds: Glen Eaton advised there is no report.

E. Coalition of State Horse Councils: Glen Eaton advised there is no

report.

F. Annual Meeting: Dawn Moore advised the annual meeting prepara-

tions are underway. A block of rooms has been reserved at the Marriott

for anyone wishing to stay overnight. The reservations will be updated to

reflect the new meal cost. Dawn Moore asked that all silent auction items

be declared to herself or the administrative assistant prior to the event.

Dawn Moore called for all committee chairs to prepare and submit an

end of year report for the Special Edition Newsletter as soon as possible.

G. Website: Kari Newman advised many new platforms are being

explored for the MHC website. Currently, WIX is being considered the

most suitable for our needs. Kari Newman will update the website to

reflect the new membership fee structure and work with the webmaster

to update the PayPal portion of the website. 

H. Grants: Tim Bonham advised 22 grant requests have been received.

Tim Bonham asked the board to approve the grants recommended by the

committee for 2018. Glen Eaton motioned to approve the committee rec-

ommendations. Dave Fleischhaker seconded, motion carries. Tim

Bonham will alert the recipients and invite them to attend the Annual

Meeting.  

I. Nominations: Darrell Mead advised there will be two non-board

member individuals who are confirmed to run on the ballot. The commit-

tee is actively speaking with other candidates. Bios and photographs

need to be submitted as soon as possible for inclusion in official ballot

and nominations items. All individuals wishing to run after the deadline,

will need to be nominated from the floor at the annual meeting. 

J. Show Facilities: Tom Tweeten advised there is no report. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Newsletter Update on Committee Meeting: Missie Schwartz

advised the committee has not yet met. 

B. Membership Survey Update: Mindy Means absent, no report.

C. WeeZee Memorial: Doug Persian advised there is a pair of hand-

made rabbits fashioned by Louise Miner that are currently in the posses-

sion of Judy Jensen. The MN State Fair is willing to display the rabbits

in the horse show office. Doug Persian was able to determine the poten-

tial cost of the display and will discuss options to share the bill with the

MN State Fair and report back in December.

Announcements:

• November 17 is the deadline for submissions for the next newsletter.

X. Tracy Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM. 

NEXT MEETING

December 12, 2017 - 6:30 p.m.

Libby Conference Center, 1311 Cosgrove Street, St. Paul, MN 55108
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JOIN THE MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL
Join MHC and make a difference. Our member stables, saddle clubs,

breed organizations, tack shops, businesses and horse people represent

over 7,000 horse lovers in the state. Join now, using the membership

form at www.mnhorsecouncil.org. 

Your membership in the Minnesota Horse Council will help us foster

growth in and promote a vibrant Minnesota equine community.

The MHC stays in touch with members through its monthly newsletter,

"For Horses Sake," which is also mailed to other state horse councils,

state and national publications, tack shops, local, state and federal

agencies, various media, and other interested individuals and groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US! The Minnesota Horse Council is mainly

run by volunteers and has many active committees that could use your

help and expertise. Interested in becoming involved with MHC as a

volunteer? Email us at www.mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net.

EXCESS PERSONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE
The Minnesota Horse Council has teamed up with Equisure to offer

Excess Personal Liability insurance to our members.

Coverage description:

w $1 million dollar Excess Personal Liability Insurance

Cost (when applied for using our Paypal connection in on our website

membership page):

w $21 for individual coverage

w $41 for family coverage (to include you, your resident spouse, and 
your resident children under the age of 18 years of age at the time  

the policy is purchased).

Terms:

All Excess Personal Liability coverage will begin January 1, 2017 and

end December 31, 2017.

Personal Excess Coverage is not available to business memberships,

including limited liability partnerships or corporations of any nature.

For Frequently Asked Questions, see

www.mnhorsecouncil.org/docs/link-to-equisure-2017.pdf

JOIN THE AMERICAN HORSE COUNCIL

The Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors encourages MHC

members to also become members of the American Horse Council.

The AHC is offering a $10 discount on a first year membership when

entering the discount code:  SHC10.  

Legislative Member ($50) 

• Quarterly roundup of the issues impacting the industry and other 

noteworthy articles with the AHC News

• Keep current of contacts within your state, at the various breed 

registries, racetracks, state horse councils, and more with the yearly 

Horse Industry Directory

• Learn how to effectively get in contact with your member of 

Congress with the Grassroots Lobbying Guideline

• Up to the minute information on legislation and regulations with 

our Washington Update

• Save money! AHC Members receive discounts with Hertz car 

rental, John Deere, Nationwide Insurance, Redbrand Fencing, 

HotelStorm, and MORE

• Display your support for the AHC with an AHC window decal

Most importantly these memberships support the work that the AHC

does in Washington DC and helps keep individual horse people

engaged and up to date on what's going on in Washington.  We encour-

age you to participate in the membership program to support the many

initiatives of the American Horse Council. For additional information

on the American Horse Council, visit www.horsecouncil.org.

Starting in 2018, the Unwanted Horse Coalition (UHC) will be

offering a new service to its popular Operation Gelding program

called “Operation Chip.”

UHC Operation Chip Program Guidelines 

What is this program? 

The equine industry as a whole is moving towards microchipping

as the preferred method of equine identification. In fact, in some

states it is now a mandatory requirement.  

Microchipping horses in rescue organizations is one of the best

ways to be able to track them through the system as well as being

able to reunite them with their owner. Additionally, lack of iden-

tification is a major barrier to safe transitions for horses in the

United States. By providing easy access to microchipping for

horse owners and horse rescues, the UHC hopes to achieve the

industry's collaborative goal of Owning Responsibly and provid-

ing opportunities for at-risk horses. 

How can I get my horse a microchip? 

Initially, horse owners will be able to have their horses microchipped

if they are getting their stallion gelded at a local Operation Gelding

clinic. We intended to expand the program in the next several months

to allow horse owners to simply apply for a microchip which will be

sent to them to have their own veterinarian insert. 

How do organizations apply? 

Only organizations hosting an approved Operation Gelding clin-

ic can apply to have up to 20 microchips sent to them to be

inserted in the stallions being gelded. A separate application

form for Operation Chip can be found on the UHC website:

http://www.unwantedhorsecoalition.org/operation-chip 

What type of microchip will be provided and is registration

included?

The UHC has partnered with MicrochipID Equine to provide the

Mini EquineChip™ for the program. In order to ensure the horses

are getting registered, the UHC will also be covering the cost of

registration for each chip that is put into a horse. Each packet will

come with a sterile, pre-loaded chip syringe, as well as a pre-paid

registration card. The veterinarian providing the gelding services

at the clinic will be responsible for inserting the chips. 

Where do I register my horse once he’s been chipped? 

You will be able to register your horse’s microchip on the Equine

Protection Registry hosted by Microchip ID Equine. Instructions

on how to register will be included with the microchip packet. 

Are microchip scanners also available? 

Yes! The UHC is making Microchip ID Equine’s popular Hero™

scanner available to eligible 501(c)(3) rescues to apply for for a dis-

counted rate of $25. This scanner reads all 9, 10 and 15 digit chips,

all ISO chips, and all brands of microchips. Additionally, the scan-

ner is Bluetooth® compatible and will send the chip number detect-

ed to any Bluetooth® device. Limit one scanner per organization. 
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Newsletter Deadlines

March 2018         2/16/18

April 2018           3/16/18

May-June 2018  5/11/18

July-Aug 2018   6/15/18

Sept. 2018           7/13/18

Oct. 2018             9/14/18

Nov-Dec 2018    11/9/18

Jan-Feb 2019     1/23/19

March 2019       2/15/19

April 2019           3/15/19
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Feb. 13, 2018

March 13, 2018

April 10, 2018

May 8, 2018

June 12, 2018

July 10, 2018

Sept. 11, 2018

Oct. 9, 2018

Nov. 13, 2018

Dec. 11, 2018

Jan. 19, 2019

Annual Meeting

Feb. 12, 2019

March 12, 2019

April 9, 2019

Feb. 27, 2018

Mar. 27, 2018

April 17, 2018

May 22, 2018

June 26, 2018

July 31, 2018

Sept. 25, 2018

Oct. 30, 2018

Nov. 27, 2018

Dec. 18, 2018

Jan. 29, 2019

Feb. 26, 2019

March 26, 2019

April 16, 2019

May 21, 2019

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO

BOARD MEETINGS

www.mnhorseexpo.org
6:30 pm

Call 952-356-2090 for location.

MEETING SCHEDULE

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL
BOARD MEETINGS

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

6:30 pm w Libby Conference Center

MN State Fairgrounds, 1311 Cosgrove St. w St, Paul 
MHC Board Meetings are open, MHC members welcome to attend..

MINNESOTA HORSEMEN’S DIRECTORY

The Minnesota Horsemen's Directory is a free resource provided
by the Minnesota Horse Council to help you find horse-related

information and services in and near Minnesota.

w Find a farrier, trail riding stable, boarding, lessons, tack stores, and
much more! Use the Events Calendar to find shows, clinics and other

horse-related activities. Use the new Jobs category to find a job or

skilled job seeker.

w Find what you're looking for by choosing a category, or search the
directory. Once you are in a category, browse the results alphabetically

or by a sub-category or region.

w Help make this site comprehensive and accurate. Submit a free list-
ing of your Minnesota horse-related business or organization. Once

listed, you can edit your listing as often as you wish. 

w Whether you are looking to hire or looking for an equine-related job
in or near Minnesota, submit a Help Wanted or Seeking a Job ad here.

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com

HPOY--continued from page 1

you're rotten." She has continued to work and ride with

horseman in the know, from dressage to the pleasure

classes. She hopes that she never sits back to think she

knows it all, because she doesn't want to be done.

In 2015, the Pinto Horse Association awarded Karen the

honor of Professional Horsewoman of the year. Her photo

is on display in their museum in Bethany, Oklahoma along

with the other recipients. Currently both the horsewomen

and horsemen that have been bestowed this honor are

now at the ground floor of creating a Professional's

committee to assist in promoting horse shows and

encouraging participation in the horse industry. 

MINNESOTA

HORSE

COUNCIL

BOARD

ELECTION

RESULTS

The following people were elected to the

Minnesota Horse Council board:

Karen Clark, Judy Jensen, Barb Anderson-

Whiteis, Kari Newman, and Doug Persian were

elected to 3-yr terms.

Meg Sax was elected to a 2-yr term.

Missie Schwartz was elected to a 1-yr term.



MEMBERSHIP

APPLICATION

Name _____________________________________________

Farm/Business Name _________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________

Alt. Phone _________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Website URL _______________________________________

Brief description of your stable/business/involvement with horses:

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Would you like to volunteer with MHC? If so, please list any

interest you have: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

The MN Horse Council newsletter, “For Horse’s Sake” is sent

by email (arrives faster and saves postage and paper costs). If

you cannot receive it by email, check below.

q United States Postal Service - B&W

If you would like to purchase Excess Personal Liability

Insurance for yourself or your family, check the appropriate box

below. Note: Organizations, Corporations, Businesses and

LLCs are NOT eligible for this insurance. Read about this

insurance on the membership page on our website.

q Individual Insurance  $20     q Family Insurance  $40

If you have any questions, please call 763-755-7729 or email

mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net.

Please complete this form and send with your check to:

Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362

or join online at www.mnhorsecouncil.org/membership

q Individual - $25

q Family - $30

q Organization - $35

q Corporation - $35

q Certified Stable: First Year - $45

q Certified Stable: Renewal - $35
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Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362

763-755-7729 w mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Aisle of Breeds
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@minnesotahorsecouncil.org

Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Annual Meeting
Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Budget and Finance
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Budget Review-Expo
Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Certified Stables
Sue McDonough w 651-699-8117 w suemcdonough@mnhorsecouncil.org

Communications
Missie Schwartz w 612-868-6041 w missieschwartz@mnhorsecouncil.org

Direct Funding
Mark Ward w 651-436-6557 w markward@mnhorsecouncil.org

Disaster Response
David Fleischhaker w 651-450-6710 w davidfleischhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Expo
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Grants
Tim Bonham w 612-721-1007 w timbonham@mnhorsecouncil.org
Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798 w trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org

Horseperson of the Year
Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Horse Welfare
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Inventory/Storage
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Legislative
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org
Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota High School Equestrian Assn
Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota Horsemen’s Directory
Kari Newman w 952-261-2030 w karinewman@mnhorsecouncil.org

Nominations
Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Pioneer Award
Doug Persian w 763-242-5570 w dougpersian@mnhorsecouncil.org

Promotions
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org

Scholarships
Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798 w trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org

Show Facilities
Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

State Horse Council
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org
Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Temporary Emergency Equine Feed Assistance (TEEFA)
David Fleischhaker w 651-450-6710 w davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Trail Blazers
Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota Horse Council Website
Kari Newman w 952-261-2030 w karinewman@mnhorsecouncil.org
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Return Service Requested

APRIL 27-28-29

Check out these new vendors at the 2018 Minnesota Horse Expo
(as of January 24, 2018)

AJ's Horse Country - The most sought after horse, stable and rider products at great prices

Animat, Inc. - Rubber flooring for box stars, alleys, trailers, arenas

Buckeye Nutrition - 100% med-free equine nutrition company, horse feed, supplements, treats

Cowgirl Tuff Company - Women’s, men’s, & children clothing, saddles, cowgirl boots

CWD USA - Custom french saddles

Equine Assisted Coaching Association - Certification training programs

Get It Right - Silicone cooking utensils

JDS Gems - Handcrafted leather belts and wooden BBQ grill tool

Kent Nutrition Group - Equine feed and nutrition

Legacy Steel Buildings - Pre-engineered steel buildings

Lieser Land Forge LLC - Best gate latch used for gates on farms, ranches, and gardens

Magic Makeup Eraser - Magic Makeup Eraser cloth to use with water to take off makeup

Manes & Tails Harness Club - Teaches hands on driving

Midwest Pole Bending Association - MPBA supports events and advertisers in MN, WI, ND, SD, and IA

Orange Slow Feeder - Manufacture and retailer of heavy duty slow feed nets

Performance Pony Company - Bits and tack for ponies and small horses.

Saddle Rock Pottery - Functional and artistic equestrian themed pottery

Sam Little Sales - Criket scooters, two and four seaters

Sea Glass Soaps - Natural body products for horse and rider

SeneGence International (LipSense) - 4-18 hour wear lipstick, cosmetics and full skincare line

Theresa Grams - Fine art oil painter, commissions accepted

Tinkers Trove - Silverware, jewelry and Décor

True Chiropractic - Human Chiropractic Services

Uniquely Me - Women's clothing, men and women’s jewelry, up-cycled bags


