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Goals and Objectives of the
Minnesota Horse Council

w Promote and/or support equine
educational activities.

w Improve communication in all 
horse related activities with the
general public.

w Gather information of value to
equine related activities.

w Distribute gathered information
as appropriate.

w Provide expertise, consult 
and advise.

w Establish, develop and enhance
equine trails and other infra-
structure and encourage their
prudent use.

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

President

Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078
darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

1st Vice President

Judy Jensen w 763-972-6397
judyjensen@mnhorsecouncil.org

2nd Vice President

Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206
tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Secretary

Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708
dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Treasurer

Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190
tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

DIRECTORS

Barb Anderson-Whiteis...612-598-1696

Linda Barnier..................612-741-7742

Karen Clark.....................763-682-5324

Glen Eaton.......................952-356-2090

David Fleischhaker......651-402-5512

Dale Froyum................651-253-7272

Ann Graney Hoffmann...952-469-4640

Trina Joyce..................612-729-7798

Kathy Mueller..............651-437-5881

Doug Persian...............763-242-5570

Meg Sax.......................320-761-3990

On Saturday, January 19,

2019 the Minnesota Horse

Council announced their

2018 Horseperson of the

Year recipient. Criteria for

the award includes:

w Long term, serious 
commitment to equine

activity in the Midwest.

w May be professional 

or amateur.

w Should have contributed
in many areas, i.e.,

Western shows, English shows, 4-H, Little

Britches and High School Rodeo, trails, 

legislation, clinics and other equine-related

activities. 

w Usually the individual will have been a 
horse owner for many years although it 

certainly is not a requirement. The person 

could have worked “behind the lines” to great 

achievement.

w A mature individual, with “long term 

commitment.”

w The individual should have excellent 

character.

w The individual will likely be recognized by
members of many horse-related groups 

and perhaps by the general population.

The Minnesota Horse Council takes great pride

in awarding this honor to Dick Kiesner.

Dick Kiesner is a horse specialist. He has spent

his life training horses and riders and teaching

others how to do the same.

Dick has a life-long commitment to horses and the

horse industry, not only in Minnesota but through-

out the country and in Europe. He has a broad base

of experience, from his early beginnings in

grooming for local trainers, to training and com-

peting nationally and in Canada and Denmark. 

In the show ring, he presented multiple National

Champion Performance horses and National

Champion Equitation riders. He has competed

and judged events in the United States, Canada,

and in Europe. He was honored by his trainer

peers as the first Professional Trainer of the Year

by the Arabian Horse Association of America.

Twice he was elected to serve as the president of

The Professional Arabian Horseman’s

Association.

Dick has trained horses and riders for the St.

Paul Mounted Police, Hennepin County

Sheriff’s Department, Minneapolis Mounted

Police, as well as for the public. He has provided

programs for equine-assisted therapy for at-risk

and handicapped youth and adults.

Dick is a published author on articles related to

training and care of horses. He taught equine-relat-

ed courses at the University of Minnesota,

University of Texas, Austin and Gustavus

Adolphus. He has conducted numerous seminars

on horse care and horsemanship. Dick has also

served on the advisory boards of 3M, Pfizer, and

CIBA-Geigy–manufacturers of horse care prod-

ucts. 

His list of students is very very long and he

leaves his stamp on this students. Each has a cer-

tain style to their riding and driving skills—bal-

anced, correct, sensitive to the horse and very

competent in handling the horse in any situation.

HPOY—continued on page 6

MHC Announces 2018 Horseperson of the Year - DICK KIESNER

Dick Kiesner is in the front row third from left.
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It's been an honor to be President of the Minnesota Horse Council this past year. I

want to thank all the Board Members for having faith in me and all the Committees

for a job well done. I won't go into the details of all that has been accomplished as

they will be giving their individual reports. 

I want you all to know that due to your hard work and a strong commitment to our

organization we have made a real difference in the horse industry in Minnesota.

Each committee contributes in their own unique way.

Let's keep up the good work so there will always be money to support all of the Committee goals. 

Respectfully submitted,

Darrell Mead, President, Minnesota Horse Council

2018 President’s Message
Darrell Mead

Minnesota Horse Council President

MHC AWARDS GRANT TO

TRAILS AND TAILS 4-H CLUB

The Trails and Tails 4-H club was honored to
receive a grant from the Minnesota Horse Council
to make some much needed improvements to our
fairgrounds horse arena. The previous arena walls
were made of wooden boards that had long-since
outlived their useful life. They had been placed in
such a way that spectators whether sitting or stand-
ing had their view obstructed by the boards! Many
of them had begun rotting and falling off the posts
making the arena unsightly and unsafe.  

The Horse Council Grant allowed us to purchase
new continuous fence panels to replace the old
boards. We worked with the Pope County Fair
board, Pope County Agricultural Society and the
Waska Riders Saddle Club to determine the best
time to remove the old boards and install the new
panels. Working around various fairground events
and major road construction, we were finally able to
begin work on the arena in October of this year.
Dale and Nada Carter coordinated the removal and
disposal of the old boards while Peder and Susan
Barsness gathered volunteers and materials to fix
and straighten the old fence posts and begin
installing the panels. Various other members
chipped in when able to finish fastening the panels
to the posts.  

The new arena is something we can all be proud of.
It will be used by our 4H club for practices, fun
shows and our county horse show. The Waska
Riders Saddle Club will use it for their fun shows
and WSCA open show. In the future, we hope to be
able to host equine workshops at our fairgrounds to
expand our knowledge, attract new members and
expand the horse project in our county. 

ITASCA COUNTY FAIR REPLACES LARGE

ANIMAL WASH RACK WITH MHC GRANT

This project started 3 years ago with thoughts and ideas. Much
planning and blueprint work had to be done as major projects like
this have to be run through the county for permits and inspections
so we met codes. That added another 2 years to the project with
construction planned to start in Spring of 2018. As most people
know, the weather was not great for getting this done between
events on our grounds. Rain, hail, high winds, high heat followed
by freezing temps stalled the project many times. Then a new
health inspector came on board and had us change some last
minute items which caused us to have to wait for the correct val-
ues, etc. The project finally was completed this October. The pic-
tures show workers laying the drainage pipes and grid. The next
photo show the finished product ready to be used next season.
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Minnesota Horse Council Awards $54,496  in Grants
The Minnesota Horse Council uses the revenue from the 2018 Minnesota Horse Expo to offer "seed money grants" for new projects &

capital improvements by Minnesota equine groups. At the Annual Meeting held January 19, 2019 in St. Louis Park, the Minnesota

Horse Council announced that $54,496 in grants had been awarded to the following 15 non-profit projects for 2019:

Aitkin County Fair Foundation w Aitkin  w $3,600
In recent years, this northern Minnesota county fairgrounds was

devastated by a storm, with buildings damaged beyond repair.

They have replaced the horse barn; this grant will assist in pro-

viding new stalls inside it.

Big Stone County 4-H w Ortonville  w $4,815

Carlton County 4-H w Esko  w $3,600

Riverside Drifters Saddle Club w Floodwood  w $3,900
Minnesota weather takes its toll on wood fences and show facil-

ities get more use and often less maintenance than other fences.

These county fairgrounds and saddle club grounds have wooden

arena fences that are years or even decades old, in poor condi-

tion, and past repairing -- they need complete replacement. So

these grants will help the groups to replace them with long-last-

ing, quality metal fence panels for their arenas. Note that these

are only partial grants; they must raise the rest of the funds local-

ly. Plus this is for the materials only, the group members will be

doing the work of removing the old fence and installing the new

one themselves.

Equul Access w Hutchinson  w $4,000
This therapeutic riding program has expanded enough that they

no longer have adequate storage space. This grant will enable

purchase of a used 40' transport container for storage of hay,

feed, and some tack.

Kanabec County Fair w Mora  w $5,200
This county fairgrounds arena is used so much that shows fre-

quently run past sundown and have to end early. This grant will

add lighting to the horse arena so it can be safely used into the

evenings.

LeSueur County Fair Foundation w Le Sueur  w $1,489
This historic horse barn is one of the oldest (1857) in the state

(territory) and with an electrical system to match! It's no longer

adequate, or even safe, for use. This grant will fund replacement

of the electrical panel in the horse barn with a modern, safe,

expandable circuit breaker panel.

Marshall County 4-H w Warren  w $3,600
This county fairgrounds has an antiquated sound system in their

show arena and needs to rent equipment to use at shows. Also,

some of the stalls in the horse barn need repairs and replacement.

This grant will fund replacement of the sound system with a new

one and help with the purchase of materials for repair and

replacement of horse stall walls. Materials only; the club mem-

bers will do the work.

Meeker County 4-H w Litchfield  w $3,600
This county fairground’s horse barn stall floors are rough and

pitted from use. They plan to replace the stall floors with crushed

concrete and add a cement aisleway through the barn. This hard

stall footing will require rubber stall mats for the horses. This

grant will assist in purchasing rubber stall mats.

North Country Ride w Esko  w $3,500
This active therapeutic riding center wants to improve their

offerings for disabled riders in northern Minnesota. This grant

will help by funding a Continuing Education program for their

instructors.

Scott County 4-H w Jordan  w $3,792
This county fairgrounds horse show arena is trying to operate a

50-year-old sound system that frequently overloads and cuts out

and is so old that repair parts are almost unavailable. This grant

will fund replacement of the whole system with a new modern

PA speakers, amplifier, etc.

Sunset Saddle Club w Albert Lea  w $2,300
This club arena is used for several shows in southwest Minnesota

and this use has caused drainage problems to become apparent.

This grant will help purchase additional sand and a conditioning

drag to maintain the footing their arena. Materials only; the club

members will do the work to get their arena footing installed.

St. Louis County Fair w Hibbing  w $3,600
Horse events at this county fairgrounds have attracted enough

audience that the fair board plans to add a second set of seating.

To do so, they need to move the current announcer’s booth to

make room. This grant will assist in relocating that announcer’s

booth at their fairgrounds horse arena.

True Friends w Annandale  w $4,000
This metro-area therapeutic riding program is growing and

needs more equipment. This grant will help in purchasing sad-

dles, tack, and additional safety helmets for their riders.

We Can Ride w Minnetonka  w $4,000
This long-time therapeutic riding center has recently moved to a

new location with a new indoor arena.  This grant will assist in pro-

viding footing for pathways, a ramp, and installing their lift for

horseback access.

Over the past 27 years, the Minnesota Horse Council has
awarded $1,197,888 in grants to equestrian projects in
Minnesota. This is in addition to other charitable donations by
the Horse Council such as the Direct Funding awards, the Tony
Gasser educational scholarships, and the Trails funding pro-
gram. The major portion of the Horse Council budget goes right
back into the Minnesota horse industry.
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2018 MHC SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The scholarship committee evaluates applications that are due every November 1st. The scholarships began with a bequest from Tony

Gasser in the early 1980s. Then the Horse Council voted to start adding 5% of the gross profit from the Minnesota Horse Expo to the

scholarship fund each year. Last  year we gave 10 scholarships of $3,000 and this year we’re giving 11 scholarships of $3,000. We look

at an applicant's horse experience, their grades, their leadership, their goals, and their three letters of recommendation. We take appli-

cations from seniors in high school through graduate/vet school. The scholarships are for Minnesota residents only. There have been

224 scholarship winners since 1991 receiving scholarships totalling over $532,000. 

Kathryn Crum is a freshman at the University of Minnesota-

Crookston double majoring in equine and animal science with a

pre-vet emphasis. 

Paige Gabrielson is a senior at the University of Wisconsin-

River Falls (UWRF) majoring in animal science with minors in

chemistry and music. 

Cameron Gallenberg is a first year vet student at the University

of Minnesota. 

Kelsey Hagerty is a senior at North Dakota State University

majoring in veterinary technology with minors in equine sci-

ence, large animal veterinary technology, and animal science. 

Erin Halla is a first year vet student the University of

Minnesota.

Charlotte Knopp is a senior at Mt. Holyoke majoring in

Biology with a minor in Asian studies.  

Amanda Olson is a sophomore at the University of Minnesota-

Crookston majoring in equine science and animal science. 

Alexandra Resnick is in her third year at the University of

Minnesota vet school. 

Katie Treadwell hasn’t decided on a school yet.

Michaela Von Schenk attended North Dakota State University

majoring in animal science and is now in her first year of vet

school. 

Tori Winters is in her third year of vet school at the University

of Minnesota.

Left to right: Kathryn Crum, Amanda Olson, Kelsey Hagerty, Michaela Von Schenk, Katherine Treadwell, Erin Halla, 

Cameron Gallenberg, Trina Joyce—MHC Scholarship Chair, Darrell Mead—MHC President
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Encouraging talent of all age brackets INTO the horse business for over

65 years and at the same time exposing them to the American Saddlebred

breed is Minnesota native Judy Balfanz Jensen.

An ardent professor of technicalities, a tongue that could be harsh as well

as soft, the heart of a lamb and the guts of a government mule, an advo-

cate of all animals, the ability to hypnotize a bandy rooster, and a mom to

over 11 different monkeys throughout her lifetime, Judy’s been a fierce

advocate for all things equine and equestrian.

Good sportsmanship is a non-negotiable to Judy who is often heard to say

“I don’t care what ribbon you come out with, but you better have a smile

on your face when you do it.” Judy has never known favoritism for any

horse or rider. No matter if you spent $500 or six figures for your horse,

she has kept everyone’s needs in focus while trying to run a barn and pro-

mote this industry for future generations. 

Unofficially, about 97% of Judy’s career has been behind the scenes, but

a few of her more memorable show ring outings came from such horses

as Dixiana’s Bay Queen, Sweep Commander, Fleet Fox, Mister
Moonshine, Congodon, Benneldo, Pinetree’s Witchcraft, Lady of Honor,

Wild Decision, Pure Champagne, Reedann’s Shine On, and her beloved

paint horses, World Champions Poco Pinto and Ida Jackpot. Judy herself

either showed or brought horses and riders to the Minnesota State Fair

every year for 63 years. 

Judy says, “I believe that it was the fact that I had little natural ability and

had to learn everything the hard way, which through perseverance made

for my success as an instructor. I made peace long ago with the fact that

I wasn’t going to be a big wheel on the national level, but I can look back

on the many riders that I have started and the many less desirable horses

that I have worked the Nichols’ way, with a few cowboy tricks thrown in

and I know that I have made an impact on our local industry.”

Open minded about all breeds of horses and disciplines are qualities that

earned Judy much admiration from horsemen of all venues including

being named Minnesota Horse Council’s Horseperson of

the Year which is an award that was also bestowed upon

her father back in 1977. 

In 2002, Judy was voted as UPHA’s Ch ¾ Horseperson

of the Year and also has served in about every capacity

including about 10 years as the Tri-State Horseman’s

Association President and also received their Lifetime

Achievement Award. 

Judy’s mentor Chat Nichols, and her beloved parents

who were active pioneers in the very first Tanbark

Cavalcade of Roses Horse Show, are looking down

proudly as she was presented the UPHA Shirley

Parkinson Distinguished Service Award. 

Judy Jensen Awarded UPHA Shirley Parkinson Professional Achievement Award

Left to right: Justify’s jockey Mike Smith, Judy

Jensen and Shirley Parkinson

HPOY—continued from page 1

He is a fourth generation horseman. His great grandfather was a

horseman. His grandfather made his living with horses operating

an impressive delivery business for Grain Belt Brewery, as well

as harness racing and polo playing at Fort Snelling on Sunday

afternoons. Dick’s father at age 18 took over his father’s busi-

ness. He too was a life-long horseman breaking horses at Indian

reservations in South Dakota in his college years, to training and

showing, buying and selling. He knew his stuff and was a con-

stant source of information and amazing stories about horses.

Dick’s sister, Marla Kiesner Mullaney, writes that she has

always been so proud of Dick—his dedication and integrity in

his dealings with horse and the horse industry. His first love and

foremost concern is the horse and their well-being. In training

horses he focuses on how they think and how to build trust and

get them to do their job with a happy willing attitude. 

As owner of Equisport, Dick Kiesner continues to train and lives

at Boulder Run Farm in Buffalo, MN.

Dick is an accomplished equine sculptor and his bronzes have been

shown in the “Spirit of the West Museum” in Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
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Board Members Present: Darrell Mead, Meg Sax, Trina Joyce, Dave

Fleischhaker, Dawn Moore, Tom Tweeten, Glen Eaton, Barb Anderson-

Whiteis, Doug Persian, Karen Clark

Absent: Tracy Turner, Missie Schwartz, Kari Newman, Judy Jensen

Members/Visitors: Barb Fleischhaker

I. Meeting called to order: 6:30 P.M. by President Darrell Mead. 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

1. Karen Clark added Certified Stabled to Committee Reports.

IV. Treasurer’s Report for June was presented by Tom Tweeten in elec-

tronic form at the July meeting. Darrell presented the May’s treasurer’s

report for approval. Glen Eaton motioned to approve the June treasurer’s

report as presented. Karen Clark seconded, motion carried. Tom Tweeten

distributed the Treasurer’s report for July/August electronically and in

hard copy at the meeting. Tom Tweeten advised there are Grantees from

2018 that are outstanding. Tim Bonham was asked by Tom Tweeten to

contact those who have not yet submitted receipts.   

V. Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the July meeting were presented

electronically and via hard copy at the meeting. Glen Eaton motioned to

accept the July minutes as presented. Karen Clark seconded, motion carried.

VII. Secretary’s Report: Dawn Moore advised the directors running for

election in 2019 are: Trina Joyce, Glen Eaton, Missie Schwartz, and Tom

Tweeten. There are two open positions. Please submit bios and photos as

soon as possible to Judy Jensen and the Administrative Assistant. New

candidates should be referred to Judy Jensen for completion of the nom-

ination process. The proposed by law change has been published in the

newsletter and will continue to be until the annual meeting as well as

mailed in the annual meeting invitation.

VIII.  OLD BUSINESS

A. MHSEA Update: Dawn Moore advised parents continue to contact

her regarding membership for their children. 

B. MHC Foundation Update: Tracy Turner, absent. Tom Tweeten

shared the most recent draft of the potential logo for the Foundation. The

fundraiser that was slated for July has been postponed. Reason being is

the current lack of an active website. 

C. MHC Facebook Page Update: Meg Sax advised the board of the fol-

lowing statistics as of May 8th: total page visits: 15, weekly total reach:

1,890. People engaged: 173, total page likes 3,800, total page followers

3,793. The current Facebook plan includes: posting press releases such

as Veterinary Alert-West Nile Virus. Continue posting relevant posts

every few days on Facebook such as: Caring for the Overweight Horse,

Caring for Horses in High Heat and Humidity, Basic First Aid for your

Horse and Preparing for Emergencies. There will be continued promo-

tion of MHC events and MHC member events such as: the Centre Pointe

Training Stable open house, MHC press releases and a call for volunteers

at the Aisle of Breeds table. 

IX. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Expo: Glen Eaton advised numbers are still being compiled for the

2018 Expo. Planning stages for the 2019 Expo are well underway.

Clinicians are in the process of being booked. The contract for stalls and

vendor booths are online and paper copies have been mailed. 

B. Aisle of Breeds: Glen Eaton advised. Trina Joyce advised she is draft-

ing policies and procedures for volunteers at the Aisle of Breeds table.

Dave Fleischhaker voiced a concern over the set up and take down of the

Aisle of Breeds. Dave Fleischhaker asked for the permission of the board

to seek bids from entities that specialize in installation and take down of

awnings. The board agreed to have Dave Fleischhaker seek out those

entities and forward their contact information to Glen Eaton. Tom

Tweeten asked for an update at the October meeting.

C. Coalition of State Horse Councils: Tom Tweeten provided a general

overview reporting of events at the AHC June meeting via email prior to

the September meeting. 

D. Direct Funding: Kari Newman absent, no report. 

E. Grants: Trina Joyce advised there is no report. 

F. Promotions: Meg Sax advised that thus far this year six sponsorship

requests have been received; with five having been approved.

Advertising will continue to target non membership organizations as

well as an ad in the St. Paul Mounted Police Calendar with the MN

Horse Expo. The 2018 Aisle of Breeds saw information sheets being dis-

tributed, with the following being most popular: lesson barns, horse

rentals/trail rides, therapeutic riding programs and certified stables. Barn

buttons were also distributed. The committee is currently researching

dates and locations of member organizations annual meetings. 

G. Certified Stables: Karen Clark advised she delivered a sign to We

Can Ride today. Four stables are on the docket for inspection. Karen

Clark asked for a volunteer from the committee to assist with those

inspections. Karen Clark advised there will be an article in the upcoming

newsletter on We Can Ride becoming a certified stable. 

H. Pioneer Award: Doug Persian presented the binder made for the

2018 recipient. 

I. Budget and Finance: Darrell Mead advised committee chairs need to

have their 2019 budgets ready to submit by the October meeting. Doug

Persian advised he will ask for the Pioneer Committee budget for 2019

to remain the same as 2018. 

J. Trail Blazers: Darrell Mead advised the committee has been very

active this summer as the result of high winds and poor weather. He has

spent all but a few weekends this summer out with the committee work-

ing on the horse trails throughout MN. 

X. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Euthanasia Laws: Judy Jensen absent, no report.

B. Newsletter Procedures: Meg Sax advised she mailed out the proposed

production schedule, content schedule and policies and procedures.

Discussion followed on the items. RFP’s have been sent out with a dead-

line of September 30th. Meg Sax will update at the October meeting.

Announcements:

• September 14 is the deadline for submissions for the next newsletter.

XI. Darrell Mead adjourned the meeting at 8:09 PM. 

NEXT MEETING - October 9, 2018 - 6:30 p.m.

Libby Conference Center, 1311 Cosgrove Street, St. Paul, MN 55108

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES - September 11, 2018
Meeting Location:  Libby Conference Center, MN State Fairgrounds, 1311 Cosgrove St, St. Paul, MN  55108
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Board Members Present: Darrell Mead, Meg Sax, Trina Joyce, Dave

Fleischhaker, Dawn Moore, Tom Tweeten, Glen Eaton, Barb Anderson-

Whiteis, Doug Persian, Karen Clark, Tracy Turner, Judy Jensen

Absent: Missie Schwartz, Kari Newman

Members/Visitors: Barb Fleischhaker, Allison Eklund

I. Meeting called to order: 6:35 P.M. by President Darrell Mead. 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda

1. No changes or additions

IV. Treasurer’s Report for July/August was presented by Tom Tweeten

in electronic form at the September meeting. Tom Tweeten presented the

July/August’s treasurer’s report for approval. Glen Eaton motioned to

approve the July/August treasurer’s report as presented. Judy Jensen sec-

onded, motion carried. Tom Tweeten distributed the Treasurer’s report

for July/August electronically and in hard copy at the meeting. Tom

Tweeten advised there are grants dating back to 2017. Glen Eaton

motioned to cancel any such 2017 Grants from the rolls. Tracy Turner

seconded. Discussion followed – if Tim has told them they need to use it

and get administrators to approve their purchases. A check of the proce-

dures to see what timeframe was allowed revealed the procedure could

not be located on the flash drive. Grants committee is to make it clear

they have a predetermined amount of time to get it done. A call to vote

revealed the motion does not carry. The board would like to set up pro-

cedure that Grants has to follow and needs to come to board for approval.

Tom Tweeten motioned the Grants Chair provides us with updated pro-

cedure reflecting an acceptable carryover time based on motion that was

made in past. Allison suggested we should have a contract. And as part

of that – that a ‘Grants contract’ be written to be presented with the

award. Allison Eklund to do the contract. Doug Persian seconded.

Motion carried. 2018 Grants update: U of MN cancelled and can be

removed from the list. Washington County has changed its plans from an

indoor arena to improved footing for the current outdoor arena. This was

not the grant they were approved for and will need to apply again. The

committee will reach out to Dan Dolan to clarify the position of the

MHC. Tim Bonham will update the board on this grant at the November

meeting or in an email prior to. A request from the River Valley Riders

was recently received. Five additional 2018 recipients have unused funds

and will be contacted by Tim Bonham or Trina Joyce as to the status of

the projects. Investment update: three accounts were opened in May

2018. Initial balance was $660,000 and the ending balance on September

30, 2018 was $667,000. The finance committee is working on streamlin-

ing this information into Quick Books to avoid manual entry each month.

Some board members expressed concern over micromanagement. Tom

Tweeten advised the MHC needs to complete a full audit. The bookkeep-

er and Quick Books have been in place for 3 years. In recent years three

horse councils have lost a significant amount of money. MHC has

approximately $40,000 left in the budget to pay out. The MHC has

$933,685 in funds that it is currently responsible for.  

A. Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the September meeting were

presented electronically and via hard copy at the meeting. Glen Eaton

motioned to accept the September minutes as presented. Judy Jensen sec-

onded, motion carried.

B. Secretary’s Report: Dawn Moore advised Marian Robinson is mov-

ing to Arkansas and will no longer be able to serve on any MHC com-

mittees. Kari Newman has decided to resign her position on the MHC.

As the chair of the website committee and the direct funding committee,

those positions will need to be filled. 

V. OLD BUSINESS

A. MHSEA Update: Dawn Moore advised there is about 3-4 hours

involved each spring in phone calls and emails. Then there is additional

time spent each fall during the tally procedures. In Marian’s absence,

another check cosigner will be needed.  

B. MHC Foundation Update: Tracy Turner advised Keith Payden

resigned his position due to a conflict of interests. A website is currently

being created. Working on using the November 5th Give to the MAX

date to accept donations. There are other plans being worked on, includ-

ing working with Canterbury Park. There has not been another meeting

of the Foundation yet, however, they plan to have another meeting this

fall and discuss the open board position. 

C. MHC Facebook Page Update: Meg Sax advised the board of the fol-

lowing statistics as of May 8: total page visits: 15, weekly total reach:

1,890. People engaged: 173, total page likes 3,800, total page followers

3,793. The current Facebook plan includes posting warm and fuzzy

items, promotion of member events and possible cross posting to the

MHSEA page to promote both entities. 

VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Expo: Glen Eaton advised a check for $210,000 was turned over to

the MHC as a result of a very good 2018 Expo. This is up $25,000 from

last year as a result of the dedication of the staff. It takes 12 months of

planning to put on the event each year. All MHC board members are wel-

come to attend the Expo meetings on the last Tuesday of each month.

Glen Eaton has no intentions of retiring from the Expo board at this time.

B. Aisle of Breeds: Glen Eaton advised. Trina Joyce advised she has

drafted policies and procedures for volunteers at the Aisle of Breeds

table. 

C. Coalition of State Horse Councils: Fall meeting is upcoming.

Discussion on AHC and Ashley Furst. Likely she was not bonded. 

D. Direct Funding: Kari Newman absent, no report. 

E. Grants: report located under Treasurer’s report. 

F. Website: Kari Newman absent, no report.

G. Disaster: Dave Fleischhaker will assume the position of sole chair. 

H. Nominations: Judy Jensen advised there are three current vacancies

and two new candidates. Waiting to hear back from one board member

on their intentions to run for reelection. Discussion on new candidates

and expectations followed. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Euthanasia Laws: Judy Jensen advised Tracy Turner will provide an

update in December or February.

B. Washington County: Grants committee will reach out to Dan Dolan

for an update.

C. Budget: Darrell Mead motioned to approve the 2019 budget of

$223,744 as presented. Tracy Turner seconded, motion carries.

Announcements:

• October 12th is the deadline for submissions for the next newsletter.

VIII. Darrell Mead adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM. 

NEXT MEETING - November 13, 2018 - 6:30 p.m.

Libby Conference Center, 1311 Cosgrove Street, St. Paul, MN 55108

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES - October 9, 2018
Meeting Location:  Libby Conference Center, MN State Fairgrounds, 1311 Cosgrove St, St. Paul, MN  55108
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JOIN THE MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL
Join MHC and make a difference. Our member stables, saddle clubs,

breed organizations, tack shops, businesses and horse people represent

over 7,000 horse lovers in the state. Join now, using the membership

form at www.mnhorsecouncil.org. 

Your membership in the Minnesota Horse Council will help us foster

growth in and promote a vibrant Minnesota equine community.

The MHC stays in touch with members through its monthly newsletter,

"For Horses Sake," which is also mailed to other state horse councils,

state and national publications, tack shops, local, state and federal

agencies, various media, and other interested individuals and groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US! The Minnesota Horse Council is mainly

run by volunteers and has many active committees that could use your

help and expertise. Interested in becoming involved with MHC as a

volunteer? Email us at www.mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net.

EXCESS PERSONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE
The Minnesota Horse Council has teamed up with Equisure to offer

Excess Personal Liability insurance to our members.

Coverage description:

w $1 million dollar Excess Personal Liability Insurance

Cost (when applied for using our Paypal connection in on our website

membership page):

w $21 for individual coverage

w $41 for family coverage (to include you, your resident spouse, and 
your resident children under the age of 18 years of age at the time  

the policy is purchased).

Terms:

All Excess Personal Liability coverage will begin January 1, 2018 and

end December 31, 2018.

Personal Excess Coverage is not available to business memberships,

including limited liability partnerships or corporations of any nature.

JOIN THE AMERICAN HORSE COUNCIL

The Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors encourages MHC

members to also become members of the American Horse Council.

The AHC is offering a $10 discount on a first year membership when

entering the discount code:  SHC10.  

Legislative Member ($50) 

• Quarterly roundup of the issues impacting the industry and other 

noteworthy articles with the AHC News

• Keep current of contacts within your state, at the various breed 

registries, racetracks, state horse councils, and more with the yearly 

Horse Industry Directory

• Learn how to effectively get in contact with your member of 

Congress with the Grassroots Lobbying Guideline

• Up to the minute information on legislation and regulations with 

our Washington Update

• Save money! AHC Members receive discounts with Hertz car 

rental, John Deere, Nationwide Insurance, Redbrand Fencing, 

HotelStorm, and MORE

• Display your support for the AHC with an AHC window decal

Most importantly these memberships support the work that the AHC

does in Washington DC and helps keep individual horse people

engaged and up to date on what's going on in Washington.  We encour-

age you to participate in the membership program to support the many

initiatives of the American Horse Council. For additional information

on the American Horse Council, visit www.horsecouncil.org.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
FOR THE 2019 

MN HORSE EXPO
& PRCA RODEO

Watch www.mnhorseexpo.org
and Facebook for the latest Expo information.

To advertise in the Official Program,
contact programads@mnhorseexpo.org

or call Linda Dahl at 651-353-8188

Help support the Expo by becoming a sponsor.
Contact Kathy Juhl at kathy@mnhorseexpo.org

or 952-356-2029.

HORSE BREEDS AND VENDORS

WANTED FOR THE

2019 MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO

If you have a breed or an equine-related product or service
that you think should be at the Minnesota Horse Expo and
would like more information, please contact either 
eventoffice@mnhorseexpo.org or glen@mnhorseexpo.org. 

Examples of types of merchandise we’re looking to add to
the Minnesota Horse Expo would be stalls/stall construction,
round pens, camper/trailer supplies and amenities, carriage
harness and carts, English/dressage tack, small stable
equipment, tractors, mowers, skids, stall flooring and mats.

The entire Dairy Building is devoted to the huge Minnesota
Youth Horse Association’s Tack and Clothing Consignment
Sale open to the public to consign their no longer needed
horse tack, show clothing, equipment and more. Profits
from this sale go to benefit 4-H horse project activities
throughout the year. 

For more information contact Curt Baumgart, 320-355-
2142 or Al Vandenberghe, 218-764-3351

HORSE EXPO CONSIGNMENT SALE
Friday, April 26 - Sunday, April 28 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 



For Horse’s Sake
Editor: Linda Dahl 

Dahl Graphics & Printing
651-353-8188 w Linda@dahlgraphics.com

Missie Schwartz, Chair, Communications Committee
612-868-6041 w missieschwartz@mnhorsecouncil.org

For Horse’s Sake is the official newsletter of the

Minnesota Horse Council (MHC). Statements appear-

ing in For Horse’s Sake are those of the authors and

not necessarily those of the MHC. To reprint any

material published in For Horse’s Sake, please notify

MHC of your intentions. Full credit needs to be given

to the author. Articles of relevance to the equine

industry are earnestly solicited. The Minnesota Horse

Council is a non-profit member-supported volunteer

organization representing all equine disciplines and

breeds in Minnesota’s equine livestock industry.

Please e-mail potential articles to:
Missie Schwartz

missieschwartz@mnhorsecouncil.org

Newsletter Deadlines

March 2019       2/15/19

April 2019           3/15/19

May-June 2019  5/17/19

July-Aug 2019   7/12/19

Sept. 2019           8/16/19

Oct. 2019             9/13/19

Nov-Dec 2019 11/15/19

Jan-Feb 2020     1/22/20

March 2020         2/14/20

April 2020           3/13/20
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Feb. 12, 2019

March 12, 2019

April 9, 2019

May 14, 2019

June 11, 2019

July 9, 2019

Sept. 10, 2019

Oct. 8, 2019

Nov. 12, 2019

Dec. 10. 2019

Jan.18, 2020

Annual Meeting

Feb. 11, 2020

Mar. 10, 2020

Apr. 14, 2020

Feb. 26, 2019

March 26, 2019

April 16, 2019

May 21, 2019

June 25, 2019

July 30, 2019

Sept. 24, 2019

Oct. 29, 2019

Nov. 26, 2019

Dec. 31, 2019

Jan. 28, 2020

Feb 25, 2020

Mar. 31, 2020

Apr. 14, 2020

May 12, 2020

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO

BOARD MEETINGS

www.mnhorseexpo.org
6:00 pm

Call 952-356-2090 for location.

MEETING SCHEDULE

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL
BOARD MEETINGS

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

6:30 pm w Libby Conference Center

MN State Fairgrounds, 1311 Cosgrove St. w St, Paul 
MHC Board Meetings are open, MHC members welcome to attend..

MINNESOTA HORSEMEN’S DIRECTORY

The Minnesota Horsemen's Directory is a free resource provided
by the Minnesota Horse Council to help you find horse-related

information and services in and near Minnesota.

w Find a farrier, trail riding stable, boarding, lessons, tack stores, and
much more! Use the Events Calendar to find shows, clinics and other

horse-related activities. Use the new Jobs category to find a job or

skilled job seeker.

w Find what you're looking for by choosing a category, or search the
directory. Once you are in a category, browse the results alphabetically

or by a sub-category or region.

w Help make this site comprehensive and accurate. Submit a free list-
ing of your Minnesota horse-related business or organization. Once

listed, you can edit your listing as often as you wish. 

w Whether you are looking to hire or looking for an equine-related job
in or near Minnesota, submit a Help Wanted or Seeking a Job ad here.

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com

Registration is open now for the

Minnesota High School

Equestrian Association. 

Visit www.mhsea.org

to join online.



MEMBERSHIP

APPLICATION

Name _____________________________________________

Farm/Business Name _________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________

Alt. Phone _________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Website URL _______________________________________

Brief description of your stable/business/involvement with horses:

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Would you like to volunteer with MHC? If so, please list any

interest you have: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

The MN Horse Council newsletter, “For Horse’s Sake” is sent

by email (arrives faster and saves postage and paper costs). If

you cannot receive it by email, check below.

q United States Postal Service - B&W

If you would like to purchase Excess Personal Liability

Insurance for yourself or your family, check the appropriate box

below. Note: Organizations, Corporations, Businesses and

LLCs are NOT eligible for this insurance. Read about this

insurance on the membership page on our website.

q Individual Insurance  $20     q Family Insurance  $40

If you have any questions, please call 763-755-7729 or email

mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net.

Please complete this form and send with your check to:

Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362

or join online at www.mnhorsecouncil.org/membership

q Individual - $25

q Family - $30

q Organization - $35

q Corporation - $35

q Certified Stable: First Year - $45

q Certified Stable: Renewal - $35
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Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362

763-755-7729 w mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Aisle of Breeds
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@minnesotahorsecouncil.org

Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Annual Meeting
Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Budget and Finance
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Budget Review-Expo
Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Certified Stables
Judy Jensen w 763-972-6397 w judyjensen@mnhorsecouncil.org

Karen Clark w 763-682-5324 w karenclark@mnhorsecouncil.org

Communications
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org

Direct Funding
Vacant

Disaster Response
David Fleischhaker w 651-402-5512 w davidfleischhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Expo
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Grants
Tim Bonham w 612-721-1007 w timbonham@mnhorsecouncil.org
Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798 w trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org

Horseperson of the Year
Karen Clark w 763-682-5324 w karenclark@mnhorsecouncil.org

Judy Jensen w 763-972-6397 w judyjensen@mnhorsecouncil.org

Horse Welfare
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Inventory/Storage
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Legislative
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org
Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota High School Equestrian Assn
Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota Horsemen’s Directory
Vacant

Nominations
Judy Jensen w 763-972-6397 w judyjensen@mnhorsecouncil.org

Pioneer Award
Doug Persian w 763-242-5570 w dougpersian@mnhorsecouncil.org

Promotions
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org

Scholarships
Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798 w trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org

Show Facilities
Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

State Horse Council
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org
Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Temporary Emergency Equine Feed Assistance (TEEFA)
David Fleischhaker w 651-402-5512 w davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Trail Blazers
Darrell Mead w 952-356-2078 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota Horse Council Website
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org
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Return Service Requested

APRIL 26-27-28

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO
PRCA RODEO

Special Offer for Military Personal Attending the Minnesota Horse Expo Sunday April 28, 2019
The Minnesota Horse Expo is pleased to announce that all active-duty military, National Guard and reserve members,
retired military, veterans and their immediate families (spouses and minor children) who pay admission to the Minnesota
Horse Expo on Sunday, April 28, are invited to attend the Sunday 3:00 pm MN Horse Expo PRCA Rodeo for free as our
thank you for your service. A military ID card or other proof of service must be presented at the Coliseum Rodeo ticket win-
dows to receive the free admission Sunday rodeo tickets. Tickets will be made available on a first-come first-serve basis.
Please call 612-716-1522 with military ticket offer questions.

PRCA RODEO
Friday April 26         7:30 pm
Saturday April 27    7:30 pm
Sunday, April 28      3:00 pm

Box Seat................$15.00*
Reserved A............$10.50*

(Sections 1-3,13-16, 28)
Reserved B..............$8.50*

(Sections 17-27)
Reserved C..............$5.00*

(Sections 4-12)
*plus daily Expo admission

Produced by Barnes PRCA Rodeo, the full seven event rodeo
includes barrel racing, bareback riding, bull riding, tie down
roping, steer wrestling, saddle bronc riding and team roping.
Clown and specialty acts round out the rodeo performances.

Don't miss Roadhouse 6 playing at the Horse Expo on the
Saddle Up Stage by Coasters on Friday and Saturday evening
starting at 6:00 pm and after the rodeo until 10:30 pm.


