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Goals and Objectives of the 
Minnesota Horse Council  

 w Promote and/or support equine 
    educational activities. 

 w Improve communication in all  
    horse related activities with the 
    general public. 

 w Gather information of value to 
    equine related activities. 

 w Distribute gathered information 
    as appropriate. 

 w Provide expertise, consult  
    and advise. 

 w Establish, develop and enhance 
    equine trails and other infra- 
    structure and encourage their 
    prudent use. 
  

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 OFFICERS 

President 

Darrell Mead w 612-860-4645 
darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org  

1st Vice President 

Judy Jensen w 763-972-6397 
judyjensen@mnhorsecouncil.org  

2nd Vice President 

Dale Froyum w 651-253-7272 
dalefroyum@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Secretary 

Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708 
dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Treasurer 

Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 
tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org 

 
DIRECTORS 

Barb Anderson-Whiteis...612-598-1696 

Karen Clark.....................763-682-5324 

John Dahl....................612-685-8726 

David Fleischhaker......651-402-5512 

Ann Graney Hoffmann...952-469-4640 

Trina Joyce..................612-729-7798 

Kathy Mueller..............651-437-5881 

Doug Persian...............763-242-5570 

Meg Sax.......................320-761-3990 

Tracy Turner................651-351-7206 
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On Saturday, January 18, 2020 the Minnesota 

Horse Council announced their 2019 

Horseperson of the Year recipient. Criteria for 

the award includes: 

w Long term, serious commitment to equine 

   activity in the Midwest. 

w May be professional or amateur. 
w Should have contributed in many areas, i.e., 
   Western shows, English shows, 4-H, Little 

   Britches and High School Rodeo, trails,  

   legislation, clinics and other equine-related 

   activities.  

w Usually the individual will have been a  
   horse owner for many years although it  

   certainly is not a requirement. The person  

   could have worked “behind the lines” to great  

   achievement. 

w A mature individual, with “long term  

   commitment.” 

w The individual should have excellent  

   character.  

w The individual will likely be recognized by 
   members of many horse-related groups  

   and perhaps by the general population. 
 

The Minnesota Horse Council’s Horseperson of 

the Year was started over a quarter century ago 

as a way to honor some of the outstanding peo-

ple in the horse industry – those who stand out 

from the rest for their contributions to equine 

activity. 
 

This year’s honoree is none other than Glen 

Eaton. Glen has been a member of the 

Minnesota Horse Council since about 1982 and 

a Director since 1989. Glen’s primary interest 

for the Minnesota Horse Council has been the 

Minnesota Horse Expo, which has raised mil-

lions for the Minnesota Horse Council—an 

event which has allowed the Minnesota Horse 

Council the means to implement programs and 

grants as well as educate and yes, entertain and 

bring together the horse people of Minnesota 

and beyond. 
 

The Expo started in 1982 at the Minneapolis 

Auditorium downtown. Glen heard there was no 

color guard and thought this was a wrong he 

could right. As the story goes, he promptly vol-

unteered Gambler, his Zuhrah Shrine AQHA 

patrol horse as the perfect calm, unflappable 

horse for the job and made his first Expo appear-

ance. This included him manning the Shrine 

Booth making him unwittingly one of the earli-

est of Expo vendors. 
 

In 1988, Mark Ward asked Glen if he would 

assume the duties of Expo exhibit director. With 

his previous experience as the coordinator of the 

Upper Midwest FabriCare trade show for the dry 

cleaning industry, it made perfect sense. One of 

the biggest challenges facing the young Horse 

Expo was to find a new venue since the 

Minneapolis Auditorium was going to be torn 

down. 1989 found the Minnesota Horse Expo at 

the State Fairgrounds, using just the Coliseum 

and the Horse Barn. The Coliseum floor was 

split those early years—half horse arena and half 

vendor booth show floor.  
 

Glen joined the Horse Council in 1989–that 

means he’s served over 30 years on the Council. 

He was named Horse Expo President in 1991. 

Throughout the 90’s, Glen added vendors and a 

building, more vendors and a building, still more 
 

HPOY—continued on page 2 
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Glen & Margie Eaton
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It has been an exciting year for me. In addition to being the President of the 

Minnesota Horse Council, I was also elected President of the Minnesota Horse 

Expo. I want to thank all the board members and staff for a great year. It makes my 

job so much easier when everyone is doing a good job with their committees. Thank 

you all for your hard work and dedication. It helps that the Minnesota Horse Expo 

had another successful year so we can contribute so much to the horse industry in 

Minnesota. 

Darrell Mead, President, Minnesota Horse Council

2019 President’s Message 

Darrell Mead 

Minnesota Horse Council President

vendors and a building until the Minnesota Horse Expo stretched 

from the Dairy Building down Judson Avenue to the Compeer 

Arena using every building and sometimes patch of outdoor dirt 

space for his beloved exhibitors. Last year we added the Swine 

Barn – partially because of a Cattle Barn wall malfunction but 

we’re keeping it this year! During those early Expo years, we 

created awareness of the Expo anyway we could think of includ-

ing talking our way onto Cub Food bags and proposing the Aisle 

of Breeds at the State Fair as an Expo promotion. Glen was 

always there to advise and help with any crazy new idea. The 

Aisle of Breeds exists today as an amazing example of Horse 

Expo and Horse Council volunteerism reaching thousands of 

new people each year with horse breeds to pet and horse people 

to answer their questions. Without Glen’s help and buy in it 

would not have succeeded past the first year.  
 

Backing up just a bit, Glen was raised on a dairy farm in St. 

Croix Falls, WI where his dad and he first used draft horses to 

work the fields. They became the proud owners of what might 

have been the first Farmall tractor sold in the local dealership in 

1946. After graduating high school in May of 1950. Glen opted 

to join the Navy that August. He trained at Great Lakes Naval 

base and received orders to report to Florida where his account-

ing skills landed him both shore and ship duty. After his 4-year 

stint, Glen was honorably discharged in 1954. 
 

Glen joined the Zuhrah Shrine Horse Patrol back in 1983 even 

though he had no horse of his own. Not until he purchased  
Gambler that fall and practiced that winter did he achieve his 

parade form and go on to participate in the Zuhrah and Osman 

Shrine Horse Parades all over the country. Sadly, in 1990 

Gambler broke his leg in his pasture ending a relationship that 

couldn’t be duplicated.  
 

Glen retired from his business career in sales at the Weinberg 

Company in 2007 but not from the Minnesota Horse Expo. 

Having achieved many awards in the dry cleaning industry, Glen 

was also the recipient of 

the American Horse 

Council’s Marjorie Van 

Ness Award for leadership 

and service to a state 

horse community. He is 

the first and only 

Minnesotan to be award-

ed this honor. Later he 

helped form and hold 

office in the Coalition of 

State Horse Councils, 

now a long standing com-

mittee of the American 

Horse Council. Recently, 

the Minnesota Horse 

Council has awarded the 

title of Expo President 

Emeritus to Glen–another honor he’s the first and only to hold. 
 

Glen has long been known for his attention to detail, his willing-

ness to volunteer many, many hours, his complete follow 

through and his calm in the midst of uncertainty. “It’s got to be 

a two way street” and “It takes 3 years to establish a vendor 

building” are words he lives by. A newspaper writer in a recent 

2019 interview at Expo mentioned: “Glen is the eternal optimist 

about the horse industry ...” In Glen’s words, “It’s going to keep 

on. Seems more people – especially younger people – are find-

ing bonding with a horse can be a rather genuine friendship.” 
 

For that optimism, service and support of the horse industry as 

Minnesota Horse Expo president for almost three decades, as a 

Horse Council Director and executive board member for 30 

years, for the leadership and consistency he’s shown in every-

thing he’s done involving horses and their people over the years, 

the Minnesota Horse Council names Glen Eaton Horseperson of 

the Year. 

2019 Horseperson of the Year - Continued from page 1
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Minnesota Horse Council Awards $49,938 in Grants 
 

The Minnesota Horse Council uses the revenue from the 2019 Minnesota Horse Expo to offer "seed money grants" for new projects 

and capital improvements by Minnesota equine groups during 2020. At the Annual Meeting held January 18, 2020 in St. Louis Park, 

the Minnesota Horse Council announced that $49,938 in grants had been awarded to the following 12 non-profit projects for 2020: 

Beaverbrook Tri-County Sportsmen  w  Cedar  w  $5,800 
This sports group is building a new facility at their practice 

range—a dedicated outdoor arena for mounted shooting events 

and competitions (the first one we know of in Minnesota). This 

grant will help them to purchase materials and equipment need-

ed to build this arena. 

 

Beltrami County Fair  w  Bemidji  w  $5,800 
The wash rack at this county fairgrounds is old and worn, with 

unreliable water supply and drainage, and located in a high-traffic 

area. This grant will help move the wash rack to a safer area with 

secure fencing, better plumbing and electrical, and add a warm-

up and exercise arena in the open area near the horse arena. 

 

Fox Hollow Saddle Club  w  Le Sueur  w  $4,983 
The arena fence at this club show grounds is a 30+ year old 

wooden fence now decrepit and unsafe. They plan to replace it 

with a solid new metal panel fence. This grant will purchase half 

the materials needed. Club members will raise funds to purchase 

the rest and will do the installation work. 

 

Haven Acres  w  Hampton  w  $2,850 
This therapeutic riding group is growing, and had to put horses 

into the barn hay storage space. This grant will help them pur-

chase a portable horse shelter for use in their pasture and reclaim 

barn space. 

 

Hope Rides  w  Minnetonka  w  $4,200 
This therapeutic riding program is building an outdoor interac-

tive trails obstacle course for use by their riders and open to the 

public. This grant will help purchase materials to build some of 

the trail obstacles. 

 

Hubbard County 4-H  w  Park Rapids  w  5,800 
This county fair “horse barn” is actually our school bus garage 

where the ground is full of oil, metal, and screws. This grant will 

help them purchase portable stalls and rubber mats to safely use 

this building. 

 

Lake Country Saddle Club  w  Baudette  w  $2,276 
This club holds their shows and events at the county fairgrounds 

using borrowed timing equipment when it's available. This grant will 

allow them to purchase a new timing system of their own to use. 

 

Mankato Saddle Club  w  Lake Crystal  w  $5,800 
This active saddle club is seeing increased use of their club show 

grounds but horse shows are limited by darkness. This grant will 

help them in purchasing and installing poles and lights on their 

outdoor arena 

 

Marshall County Fair  w  Warren  w  $2,500 
This active county fairgrounds has recently purchased land and 

added a second horse arena. This grant will help them purchase 

a timer for that arena, materials to repair the announcers stand, 

and barn fans to improve ventilation in the horse barn. Materials 

only; the club members will do the construction work. 

 

Northern Lakes Vaulters  w  St. Paul  w  $2,150 
This active vaulting club is growing but when they give demon-

strations to horse groups or go to competitions, they have to bor-

row a third competition surcingle to use. This grant will allow 

them to purchase a third one for their members to use. 

 

Rideability  w  Pine Island  w  $1,979 
This therapeutic riding group has several draft-size horses which 

allows them to offer services to riders whose increased weight 

has eliminated them from other riding programs. They need 

draft-size tack to make more use of these horses. This grant will 

help purchase that needed tack. 

 

Stevens County Fair  w  Morris  w  $5,800 
This county fairgrounds has a large barn and indoor arena built 

in 2003 and an adjacent outdoor arena that is in need of some 

upgrading. This grant will help replace the sand footing, pur-

chase a quality ring drag, and switch to brighter more efficient 

LED lighting in the indoor arena. 

 
 

Over the past 28 years, the Minnesota Horse Council has award-
ed $1,246,826 in grants to equestrian projects in Minnesota. This 
is in addition to other charitable donations by the Minnesota 
Horse Council, such as the Direct Funding awards, Tony Gasser 
educational scholarships, and Trails funding program.  The 
major portion of the Minnesota Horse Council budget goes right 
back into the Minnesota horse industry. 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
FOR THE 2020 

MN HORSE EXPO 
& PRCA RODEO 

 
Watch www.mnhorseexpo.org 

and Facebook for the latest Expo information. 
 

To advertise in the Official Program, 
contact programads@mnhorseexpo.org 

or call Linda Dahl at 651-353-8188 
 

Help support the Expo by becoming a sponsor. 
Contact Kathy Juhl at kathy@mnhorseexpo.org 

or 952-356-2029.
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2019 MHC SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
The scholarship committee evaluates applications that are due every November 1st. The scholarships began with a bequest from Tony 

Gasser in the early 1980s. Then the Horse Council voted to start adding 5% of the gross profit from the Minnesota Horse Expo to the 

scholarship fund each year. Last  year we gave 10 scholarships of $3,000 and this year we’re giving 10 scholarships of $3,000. We look 

at an applicant's horse experience, their grades, their leadership, their goals, and their three letters of recommendation. We take appli-

cations from seniors in high school through graduate/vet school. The scholarships are for Minnesota residents only. There have been 

234 scholarship winners since 1991 receiving scholarships totalling over $562,000. 

Kiera Balding is a senior at Lakeville 

North High School and has applied to 

Carlton College and plans on majoring in 

biology and attending vet school, howev-

er she also has an interest in equine law.  
 

McKenzie Cselovski is a sophomore at 

South Dakota State University majoring 

in animal science.  
 

Autumn Eggers is a high school senior 

and plans to attend Kansas State 

University and eventually their vet 

school.  
 

Hannah Eggert is a junior at the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln majoring 

in pre vet with minors in math and chem-

istry. She plans on vet school, internship, 

and residency in pursuit of her goal of 

becoming a board certified equine sur-

geon in Minnesota.   
 

Paige Gabrielson graduated from the University of Wisconsin-

River Falls and currently is a first year vet student at Colorado 

State University. 
 

Cameron Gallenberg is a second year vet student at the 

University of Minnesota vet school.  
 

Erin Halla is a second year vet student at the University of 

Minnesota vet school.  
 

Morgan Johnson is a freshman at Minnesota West Community 

and Technical College in Granite Falls, MN, majoring in com-

munications so she can promote the horse industry and 4H. 
 

Amanda Olson is a senior at the University of Minnesota-

Crookston double majoring in equine science and animal sci-

ence.  
 

Michaela Von Schenk is a second year vet student at the 

University of Minnesota vet school. 

Left to right: Cameron Gallenberg, Erin Halla, Trina Joyce—MHC Scholarship Chair, Darrell 

Mead—MHC President, Michaela Von Schenk, Amanda Olson, Kiera Balding, Autumn Eggers  

VOLUNTEER AT EXPO 

Be part of the Minnesota Horse Expo Experience
We welcome individuals and group volunteers to help at the 2020 Horse Expo! 
When you volunteer as an individual (must be 16 or older) for a shift of 4 or more 
hours, you will receive free admission to the Horse Expo on the day you work. 
 
Members signing up under a group, organization or saddle club can qualify for pay-
ment if the group volunteers for a minimum of 40 hours/10 shifts total over the Expo 
event. Payment is based upon 4-hour shifts, at a rate of $20 per shift. There is no 
minimum or maximum number of members who can volunteer as part of a group, 

or a maximum number of shifts. Non-adult volunteers aged 12 to 17 can participate, but there must be one adult 
supervisor per two under age volunteers, and volunteers under 16 will only be positioned at the entrance gates to dis-
tribute and pack programs. It is requested that each group have a primary contact person to contact the Expo volun-
teer coordinator. 
 

For job descriptions, available shifts and easy online sign-up, go to http://mnhorseexpo.org/volunteers.html
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The Sunset Saddle Club wants to say a big thank you for the 

grant. We were able to purchase the arena drag in August and we 

decided to prepay our sand to be hauled to the arena in the 

spring. This year was a challenging one for weather. We started 

the year off by overhauling the arena by having a company come 

in and drag all the sand off the edges of the arena back into the 

arena. This allowed the arena to drain off better also.  They also 

did rock removal for preparation to haul the sand in.  We were 

planning on hauling the sand in this summer but the weather had 

other ideas. The club purchased the arena drag in August and it 

really improved our existing footing. It made it more uniform 

and level. The drag has a beater bar on the back to break up the 

existing arena sand which is great since it is contains a lot of clay 

at this time. Every time it rains if it doesn't get drug, it becomes 

like a gravel road. This is why we also needed some extra sand 

to mix in. We will be hauling the sand as soon as the arena dries 

up from the spring thaw, hopefully before our first open SEM-

SCA (South Eastern MN Saddle Club Association) show on 

Mother's Day. Our arena this year was voted favorite arena by 

our peers with the SEMSCA organization. They all were 

impressed with the improvement of our ground with the new 

drag. It improved the safety as it made the ground more stable 

and uniform throughout the arena. For our Fall SEMSCA show, 

it was raining/drizzling all day. The drag made it possible for the 

footing to remain intact even with the extra moisture. We can't 

wait to add the new sand to finish our project and improve it even 

better. The improvements have been appreciated by all who use 

the arena. Next year we are expanding our existing show opera-

tion to include ranch rodeos, as well as continuing our open 

WSCA shows, 4H horse shows, Allzin for Alzheimers Barrel 

race, NBHA and UBRA sanctioned barrel races, Mounted 

Shooters, Draft and Pony shows, along with the farm class shows 

that include all kinds of horses. A fun and exciting year awaits us 

next year. We are crossing our fingers that we have excellent 

weather and a safe show season. 

 

Heidi Morgan, President 

Sunset Saddle Club 

P.O. Box 865 

Albert Lea, MN 56007 

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL GRANTS

SUNSET SADDLE CLUB RECEIVES MHC GRANT
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AITKIN COUNTY FAIR 

Thank you for your donation of $3,600 

received on 4/18/2019 to the Aitkin 

County Fair Foundation. It was through 

support such as yours that the Aitkin 

County 4-H horse project members were 

able to display their horses to the public 

during the 2019 county fair for the first 

time in 10 years. 
 

To give you an update on the horse barn 

project: 

The building shell was completed in the 

fall of 2018. Last spring the County 

Highway Department completed fill 

work inside the barn and the grading 

work around the building. Dutch's 

Electric completed the installation of 

electric service. Numerous volunteers 

spent many hours during May and June to 

ready the barn: A small storage room was 

constructed. The inside of the building 

was lined 7 feet high with lumber. 49 

portable stalls were assembled. 16 ft lum-

ber was cut into 810 pieces, planed and 

inserted into the stall fronts. All wall and 

stall front lumber was treated with lin-

seed oil. Water lines were installed. 

Appropriate signage was designed and 

installed to acknowledge the generous 

supporters of this project. A grand open-

ing/ribbon cutting ceremony was held on 

Wednesday of the fair. 
 

It was fun to hear the excited chatter of 

the 4-Hers as they decorated their horse 

stalls. Evenings found young riders 

laughing together as they rode horses in 

the arena. Many open class horse events 

were able to be held throughout the fair. 
 

Goals to continue improving the experi-

ence for our 4-Hers include: a ventilation 

system in the barn, improvements to the 

barn floor, and a sound system so 

announcements from the show arena can 

be heard in the barn 
 

Thank you again for your support. 
 

Kirk Peysar, Treasurer

NORTHERN LIGHTS VERSATILITY 

RANCH HORSE ASSOCIATION 
 

Thanks to the sponsorship of the 

Minnesota Horse Council, the Northern 

Lights Versatility Ranch Horse Association 

was able to host three very successful 

events at the Double F Arena located in 

Hinkley, Minnesota in August of 2019. 
 

Northern Lights Versatility Ranch Horse Association is the Minnesota/Wisconsin/Iowa 

affiliate of the National Versatility Ranch Horse Association which is also a founding 

affiliate of the National Ranch Stock Horse Association. NRSHA has hosted the 

National Finals in conjunction with the AQHA Versatility National Finals the last few 

years. Versatility events have created opportunities for riders and horses to showcase 

their skills and abilities in multiple disciplined competitions that feature the tasks nec-

essary for a horse and rider to do on a working ranch or cattle farm. 
 

It is important to note that all Northern Lights Versatility Ranch Horse events must 

include a full day of clinic for all participants the day before the show. The clinicians 

at these clinics are the same judges that will be using the NVRHA detailed score sheets 

to provide detailed feedback the next day. It is an excellent opportunity to learn new 

skills and then get to apply those skills the next day in a fun and educational schooling 

show format. 
 

Minnesota riders, and their friends from Iowa and Wisconsin enjoyed the excellent 

facility at the Double F Arena the weekend of August 4 and again for a double show 

on August 31 and September 1 that included a special MNAQHA-sponsored ranch rid-

ing competition, as well as a full complement of both NVRHA sanctioned and 

MNAQHA Versatility sanctioned classes. Due to the extra support from the Minnesota 

Horse Council, AQHA Versatility and NVRHA carded judges could be hired from 

California and Texas as well as featuring Minnesota clinician judges. The clinic days 

helped offer insight and real life examples of how to read and handle cattle, as well as 

hints for improving ranch riding and reining patterns. There was a lot of extra practice 

going on too with the interesting and challenging trail obstacles. 
 

Amateur level riders and the Open division riders not only do a reining pattern and box 

their steer, they also go down the fence to turn it twice, and then the rider can decide 

to either rope or circle their cow showing the ultimate level of control of their cow. 

(Photo of Cody Hendrickson roping her steer on her horse Jersey) 
 

Those riders that are in the 

novice division, or are riding 

a young horse that is new to 

handling cattle are gently and 

safely introduced to the tasks 

by the expert clinician 

judges.  A novice rider does 

their reining pattern and then 

only boxes their steer for 50 

seconds which allows the 

horse and rider to gain confi-

dence.  

 

 

NLVRHA—continued on page 9 

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL GRANTS
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Board Members Present: Dave Fleischhaker, Barb Anderson-

Whiteis, Kathy Mueller, Meg Sax, Tom Tweeten, Dawn Moore, 

Trina Joyce, Ann Graney-Hoffman, Darrell Mead, Tracy Turner, 

Dale Froyum, Karen Clark, Judy Jensen 
 

Absent: Doug Persian 
 

Members/Visitors: Tim Bonham, Barb Fleischhaker, Allison 

Eklund 
 

I. Meeting called to order: 6:39 PM by President Darrell Mead 
 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors 
 

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda 
 

IV. Treasurer’s Report for September was presented by Tom 

Tweeten in electronic and hard copy form at the October meeting. 

Tom Tweeten presented the September treasurer reports for 

approval. Kathy Mueller motioned to approve the September 

treasurer’s report as presented. Tracy Turner seconded, motion 

carries. Tom Tweeten provided the Treasurer’s report for October 

electronically and it was offered in hard copy at the meeting. Tom 

Tweeten advised the Tony Gasser $77,311.48  funds were placed 

in the Thrivent investment account. The financial committee met 

with Keith Payden on November 2nd to review the current invest-

ment strategy for the MHC funds. Funds received via paypal were 

transferred to the MHC checking account in October. The total of 

this transfer was $455.12 for 14 memberships. The total from 

November 1 to October 31 was $2073.41. There were total 61 

transactions. The total paid out to Equisure in 2019 was $361. 

The 2018 MHC tax returns have been filed. The MHC 990N fil-

ing was done on November 7. The executive board met on 

November 5 to discuss the proposed budget. Based on projected 

2020 revenue, a revised budget draft was agreed upon and 

emailed to the board of directors for review.  
 

V. Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the October meeting 

were presented electronically and via hard copy at the meeting.  

Tracy Turner motioned to accept the October minutes as present-

ed. Judy Jensen seconded, motion carried. 
 

VI. Secretary’s Report: Dawn Moore advised a membership 

renewal came through since the October meeting. The current 

membership statistics are as follows: 104 Individual, 41 Family, 

7 Business, 12 Corporation, 41 Organizations, 76 Certified 

Stables, 19 Honorary, 16 Exchange, 316 total members. The 

administrative assistant will call the webmaster in regards to the 

renewal rate on the website. Dawn Moore advised there are 

requests out to the board for updated biographies and committee 

reports for the year end newsletter. Dawn Moore shared mail 

received in the past month. Dawn Moore advised the MHC will 

have a table at the Horse Crazy Market. 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. MHSEA Update: Dawn Moore advised there was an 

exchange student interested in the program.  
 

B. MHC Foundation Update: Tracy Turner advised there is no 

report. 
 

C. MHC Facebook Page Update: Meg Sax advised the board of 

the following statistics as of June 11th: total page visits: 17, 

weekly total reach: 2,889. People engaged: 1500, total page likes 

3,960, total page followers 4,056.   
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Expo: Darrell Mead advised the committee is gearing up for a 

great 2020 Expo. The cattle barn will be back in use for the 

upcoming year. There are 113 contracts in thus far for vendors. 

Darrell Mead advised the Expo will be showcasing several new 

attractions.  
 

B. Aisle of Breeds: Meg Sax was charged with getting estimates 

for new decorations and drapes. Darrell Mead advised he will 

sign off on the project until a new chairperson can be named in 

2020.  
 

C. Coalition of State Horse Councils: no report. 
 

D. Direct Funding: Dave Fleischhaker advised three applica-

tions have been received and approved.  
 

E. Budget and Finance: Tom Tweeten opened a discussion on 

the draft of the 2020 MHC budget. Tom Tweeten advised the 

budget and finance committee met before on a previous date to 

adjust the budget to present a balanced budget for the board 

approval. Discussion followed. Tracy Turner motioned to 

approve the 2020 MHC budget as presented. Judy Jensen second-

ed, motion carries. 
 

F. Annual Meeting: Dawn Moore advised the dinner will be on 

January 18, 2020. Dawn Moore advised she is reaching out to a 

potential silent auction recipient.  
 

G. Certified Stables: Judy Jensen advised the video is in the 

process of being created. The timeline is to have it ready by mid 

January. Judy Jensen advised there are several requests to be a 

certified stable and inspections will be starting soon. 
 

H. Horse Welfare: Tracy Turner advised that animal abuse is 

now a federal crime. Discussion followed on the recent incidents 

at the Santa Anita racetrack.  
 

I. Nominations: Judy Jensen advised three individuals are inter-

ested in a director position. Tom Tweeten advised the bio packet 

is in the process of being created. 
 

J. Show Facilities: Tom Tweeten advised he visited Majestic 

Hills and was able to make contact with the owner and hear the 

vision for the facility. Kris Kelly has visited four facilities.  

 

MHC October Minutes—continued on page 9 

 

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES - November 12, 2020 

Meeting Location:  Libby Conference Center, MN State Fairgrounds, 1311 Cosgrove St, St. Paul, MN  55108
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JOIN THE MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL 
Join MHC and make a difference. Our member stables, saddle clubs, 

breed organizations, tack shops, businesses and horse people represent 

over 7,000 horse lovers in the state. Join now, using the membership 

form at www.mnhorsecouncil.org.   

Your membership in the Minnesota Horse Council will help us foster 

growth in and promote a vibrant Minnesota equine community.  

The MHC stays in touch with members through its monthly newsletter, 

"For Horses Sake," which is also mailed to other state horse councils, 

state and national publications, tack shops, local, state and federal 

agencies, various media, and other interested individuals and groups.  

VOLUNTEER WITH US! The Minnesota Horse Council is mainly 

run by volunteers and has many active committees that could use your 

help and expertise. Interested in becoming involved with MHC as a 

volunteer? Email us at www.mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net. 
 

EXCESS PERSONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE 

The Minnesota Horse Council has teamed up with Equisure to offer 

Excess Personal Liability insurance to our members.  

Coverage description: 

w $1 million dollar Excess Personal Liability Insurance  

Cost (when applied for using our Paypal connection in on our website 

membership page): 

w $21 for individual coverage 

w $41 for family coverage (to include you, your resident spouse, and  
   your resident children under the age of 18 years of age at the time   

   the policy is purchased).  

Terms: 

All Excess Personal Liability coverage will begin January 1, 2019 and 

end December 31, 2019. 
 

Personal Excess Coverage is not available to business memberships, 

including limited liability partnerships or corporations of any nature. 
 

 

JOIN THE AMERICAN HORSE COUNCIL 
 

The Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors encourages MHC 

members to also become members of the American Horse Council.  

 

Legislative Member ($50)  

• Quarterly roundup of the issues impacting the industry and other  

  noteworthy articles with the AHC News 

• Keep current of contacts within your state, at the various breed  

  registries, racetracks, state horse councils, and more with the yearly  

  Horse Industry Directory 

• Learn how to effectively get in contact with your member of  

  Congress with the Grassroots Lobbying Guideline 

• Up to the minute information on legislation and regulations with  

  our Washington Update 

• Save money! AHC Members receive discounts with Hertz car  

  rental, John Deere, Nationwide Insurance, Redbrand Fencing,  

  HotelStorm, and MORE 

• Display your support for the AHC with an AHC window decal  

Most importantly these memberships support the work that the AHC 

does in Washington DC and helps keep individual horse people 

engaged and up to date on what's going on in Washington.  We encour-

age you to participate in the membership program to support the many 

initiatives of the American Horse Council. For additional information 

on the American Horse Council, visit www.horsecouncil.org. 

MHC October Minutes—continued from page 8 
 

K. Aisle of Breeds Ad Hoc Committee: Ann Graney Hoffman 

advised a productive meeting was had by the committee. A new 

look for the Aisle will roll out in 2020. There are ideas for collec-

tor cards and creating uniformity amongst all the displays. The 

committee will meet again in December. 
 

L. Grants: Tim Bonham advised 18 requests totaling over 

$98,000 have been received. The committee will meet in the next 

2 weeks to determine the recommendations for the board.   
 

M. Scholarships: Trina Joyce advised the committee received 21 

requests for a scholarship.  
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Therapy Horse Certification: Trina Joyce advised a call was 

received asking if therapy horses need to be certified. Trina Joyce 

advised that no certification is required for the horses.  
 

Announcements: 

• November 15th is the deadline for submissions for the next 

newsletter. 
 

X. Darrell Mead adjourned the meeting at 8:18 PM.  
 

NEXT MEETING 

December 10, 2019 6:30 p.m. 

Libby Conference Center, 1311 Cosgrove Street, St. Paul, MN

NLVRHA—continued from page 7 
 

The Northern Lights Versatility Ranch Horse Association is a 

non-profit, 501C3 and is managed by a small but mighty team of 

volunteers that host six or seven main schooling competitions per 

year and also host a number of mini-clinics to help horses and rid-

ers build on the horsemanship skills that are necessary in 

Versatility classes.  With education being the primary focus of the 

organization, many people have enjoyed the ability to take horses 

that have a good foundation through the program and earn both 

regional and national level achievement awards.  In 2019 Cody 

Hendrickson and her horse Jersey became the 14th NVRHA 

Legend Award Winner.  This award goes to the horse that has 

earned a total of at least 40 points in four of the five classes and 

has earned a total of at least 200 championship points overall.  

The five classes all participants compete in are Ranch Cutting, 

Working Ranch (reining and cattle work), Ranch Trail, Ranch 

Riding and a form to function Conformation class.  Because 

NVRHA and NLVRHA are non-breed specific, horses or mules 

of any breed are scored based on their specific breed types and 

then the conformation score is a multiplier that is added to the 

four performance class scores.  
 

The Northern Lights Versatility Ranch Horse Association is very 

grateful for the support that the Minnesota Horse Council has pro-

vided.  The goals for improved horsemanship, fun and education 

could not be accomplished without the MHC support. Thank you! 



For Horse’s Sake
Editor: Linda Dahl  

Dahl Graphics & Printing 
651-353-8188 w Linda@dahlgraphics.com 

 
Meg Sax, Chair, Communications Committee 
320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org

For Horse’s Sake is the official newsletter of the 

Minnesota Horse Council (MHC). Statements appear-

ing in For Horse’s Sake are those of the authors and 

not necessarily those of the MHC. To reprint any 

material published in For Horse’s Sake, please notify 

MHC of your intentions. Full credit needs to be given 

to the author. Articles of relevance to the equine 

industry are earnestly solicited. The Minnesota Horse 

Council is a non-profit member-supported volunteer 

organization representing all equine disciplines and 

breeds in Minnesota’s equine livestock industry. 
 

Please e-mail potential articles to: 
Meg Sax 

megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org

Newsletter Deadlines

March 2020         2/14/20 

April 2020           3/13/20 

May-June 2020    5/1/20 

July-Aug 2020   7/17/20 

Sept. 2020           8/14/20 

Oct-Nov 2020     9/11/20 

Dec. 2020          11/13/20 

Jan-Feb 2021      1/20/21 

March 2021     2/12/21 

April 2021          3/12/21
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Feb. 11, 2020 

Mar. 10, 2020 

Apr. 14, 2020 

May 12, 2020 

June 9, 2020 

July 14, 2020 

Sept. 8, 2020 

Oct. 13, 2020 

Nov. 10, 2020 

Dec. 8, 2020 

Jan. 16, 2021 

Annual Meeting 

Feb. 9, 2021 

Mar. 9, 2021 

Apr. 13, 2021

Feb 25, 2020 

Mar. 31, 2020 

Apr. 14, 2020 

May 12, 2020 

June 30, 2020 

July 28, 2020 

Sept. 29, 2020 

Oct. 27, 2020 

Nov. 24, 2020 

Dec. 29, 2020 

Jan. 26, 2021 

Feb. 23, 2021 

Apr. 13, 2021 

May 25, 2021 

June 29, 2021

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO 

BOARD MEETINGS 

www.mnhorseexpo.org 
6:00 pm 

Call 952-356-2090 for location.

MEETING SCHEDULE   

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETINGS 

www.mnhorsecouncil.org 

6:30 pm w Libby Conference Center 

MN State Fairgrounds, 1311 Cosgrove St. w St, Paul  
MHC Board Meetings are open, MHC members welcome to attend..

MINNESOTA HORSEMEN’S DIRECTORY

The Minnesota Horsemen's Directory is a free resource provided 
by the Minnesota Horse Council to help you find horse-related 

information and services in and near Minnesota.

w Find a farrier, trail riding stable, boarding, lessons, tack stores, and 
much more! Use the Events Calendar to find shows, clinics and other 

horse-related activities. Use the new Jobs category to find a job or 

skilled job seeker. 
 

w Find what you're looking for by choosing a category, or search the 
directory. Once you are in a category, browse the results alphabetically 

or by a sub-category or region. 
 

w Help make this site comprehensive and accurate. Submit a free list-
ing of your Minnesota horse-related business or organization. Once 

listed, you can edit your listing as often as you wish.  
 

w Whether you are looking to hire or looking for an equine-related job 
in or near Minnesota, submit a Help Wanted or Seeking a Job ad here.  

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com

Registration is open now for the 

Minnesota High School 

Equestrian Association.  

 

Visit www.mhsea.org 

to join online.



MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATION

Name _____________________________________________ 

Farm/Business Name _________________________________   

Address ___________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip _______________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

Alt. Phone _________________________________________ 

E-mail ____________________________________________ 

Website URL _______________________________________ 

Brief description of your stable/business/involvement with horses: 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 

Would you like to volunteer with MHC? If so, please list any 

interest you have:  

__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 

The MN Horse Council newsletter, “For Horse’s Sake” is sent 

by email (arrives faster and saves postage and paper costs). If 

you cannot receive it by email, check below. 

  q  United States Postal Service - B&W 
 

If you would like to purchase Excess Personal Liability 

Insurance for yourself or your family, check the appropriate box 

below. Note: Organizations, Corporations, Businesses and 

LLCs are NOT eligible for this insurance. Read about this 

insurance on the membership page on our website. 

  q  Individual Insurance  $20     q  Family Insurance  $40 
 

If you have any questions, please call 763-755-7729 or email 

mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net.

Please complete this form and send with your check to: 
 

Minnesota Horse Council 
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362 

or join online at www.mnhorsecouncil.org/membership

q  Individual - $25 

q  Family - $30 

q  Organization - $35 
q  Corporation - $35 

q  Certified Stable: First Year - $45 

q  Certified Stable: Renewal - $35
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Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362 

763-755-7729 w mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net 

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Aisle of Breeds  
Darrell Mead w 612-860-4645 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org 

Annual Meeting 
Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Budget and Finance 
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Budget Review-Expo 
Darrell Mead w 612-860-4645 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Certified Stables 
Judy Jensen w 763-972-6397 w judyjensen@mnhorsecouncil.org  
Karen Clark w 763-682-5324 w karenclark@mnhorsecouncil.org   

Communications 
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Direct Funding 
David Fleischhaker w 651-402-5512 w davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Disaster Response 
David Fleischhaker w 651-402-5512 w davidfleischhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Expo 
Darrell Mead w 612-860-4645 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Grants 
Tim Bonham w 612-721-1007 w timbonham@mnhorsecouncil.org 
Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798 w trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Horseperson of the Year 
Karen Clark w 763-682-5324 w karenclark@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Judy Jensen w 763-972-6397 w judyjensen@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Horse Welfare 
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Inventory/Storage 
Darrell Mead w 612-860-4645 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org 

Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Legislative 
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org 
Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Minnesota High School Equestrian Assn 
Dawn Moore w 612-819-1708 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Minnesota Horsemen’s Directory 
Vacant  

Nominations 
Judy Jensen w 763-972-6397 w judyjensen@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Pioneer Award 
Doug Persian w 763-242-5570 w dougpersian@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Promotions 
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Scholarships 
Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798 w trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Show Facilities 
Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org  

State Horse Council 
Darrell Mead w 612-860-4645 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org 

Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Temporary Emergency Equine Feed Assistance (TEEFA) 
David Fleischhaker w 651-402-5512 w davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Trail Blazers 
Darrell Mead w 612-860-4645 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org  

Minnesota Horse Council Website 
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org



Minnesota Horse Council 
PO Box 96 

Monticello, MN  55362 
 

Return Service Requested

APRIL 23-24-25

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO 
PRCA RODEO

Special Offer for Military Personnel Attending the Minnesota Horse Expo Sunday April 26, 2020 
The Minnesota Horse Expo is pleased to announce that all active-duty military, National Guard and reserve members, 
retired military, veterans and their immediate families (spouses and minor children) who pay admission to the Minnesota 
Horse Expo on Sunday, April 26, are invited to attend the Sunday 3:00 pm MN Horse Expo PRCA Rodeo for free as our 
thank you for your service. A military ID card or other proof of service must be presented at the Coliseum Rodeo ticket win-
dows to receive the free admission Sunday rodeo tickets. Tickets will be made available on a first-come first-serve basis. 
Please call 612-716-1522 with military ticket offer questions. 

PRCA RODEO 

Friday April 24         7:30 pm 
Saturday April 25    7:30 pm 
Sunday, April 26      3:00 pm 
 
Box Seat................$15.00* 
Reserved A............$10.50* 
  (Sections 1-3,13-16, 28) 
Reserved B..............$8.50* 
  (Sections 17-27) 
Reserved C..............$5.00* 
  (Sections 4-12) 
*plus daily Expo admission 

Produced by Barnes PRCA Rodeo, the full seven event rodeo 
includes barrel racing, bareback riding, bull riding, tie down 
roping, steer wrestling, saddle bronc riding and team roping. 
Clown and specialty acts round out the rodeo performances.

Don't miss the band playing at the Horse Expo on the Saddle 
Up Stage by Coasters on Friday and Saturday evening start-
ing at 6:00 pm and after the rodeo until 10:30 pm.


