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Goals and Objectives of the
Minnesota Horse Council
Promote and/or support equine
educational activities
Improve communication in all 
horse related activities with the
general public
Gather information of value to
equine related activities
Distribute gathered information
as appropriate
Provide expertise, consult 
and advise
Establish, develop and enhance
equine trails and other infra-
structure and encourage their
prudent use
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See the following breeds
(and more) at the Minnesota

Horse Expo

American Bashkir Curly
American Quarter Horse

Appaloosa
Arabian

Colonial Spanish
Donkey

Egyptian Arabian
Foundation Appaloosa

Foundation Quarter Horse
Friesian

Friesian Heritage Horse
Gypsy Horse
Gypsy Vanner

Haflinger
Half Arabian
Half Welsh
Icelandic

Miniature Horse
Morab
Morgan

Mule
Nokota Horse

Norwegian Fjord
Paint

Paso Fino
Pattern Sport Horse

Percheron
Peruvian Paso

Pintaloosa
Pinto

Pinto Miniature Horse
Pony of the Americas

Quarter Horse
Rocky Mountain Horse

Saddlebred
Shire

Spanish Mustang
Tennessee Walking Horse

Welara
Welsh Cob
Welsh Pony

Horses - Horses - Horses
at the Minnesota Horse Expo

See the largest gathering of horse breeds in the area at
the 27th Minnesota Horse Expo, April 24-25-26, at the
Minnesota State Fairgrounds. The hour-long Parade of
Breeds each day at noon in the Coliseum, breed
demonstrations, and Stallion Reviews offer plenty of
opportunity to view the unique traits of each type of
horse. Also, don’t miss the parade on Judson Avenue on
Sunday afternoon.

Gloria Verrecchio with Fonix--an Icelandic horse
Photo by Mary Schultz. 

Shire and Miniature Horse
Photo by Linda Dahl. 

Girl enjoying
free pony rides

Boy experiencing the
joy of petting a horse

To have your breed included at
the MN Horse Expo, 

contact
Darrell Mead at 763-420-3697
darrellmead@@comcast.net
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Legislative Committee Report - January 2009
Tracy Turner, DVM, Chairperson

Thomas Tweeten, PhD, Assistant chairperson

Members of the Minnesota Congressional delegation with appointments
to agriculture legislative committees were invited to attend the 2008
Minnesota Horse Expo. They included Representative John Kline,
Senator Amy Klobuchar, and Senator Norm Colman. Also invited was
Joe Martin, Assistant Minnesota Ag Commissioner. We will be preparing
invitations that will be sent to both Minnesota Ag Commission person-
nel and Legislative delegates to attend the 2009 Minnesota Horse Expo.

Our committee invited David Fredrickson, Agriculture Outreach
Director for Senator Klobuchar, to attend the 2008 States Horse Council
Advisory Committee Annual Dinner hosted by the Minnesota Horse
Council in Bloomington, MN this past November. This was an excellent
opportunity for an advisor to a Minnesota US Senate member to interact
with Horse Council Delegates from across the country attending the
2008 SHCAC Annual Meeting.

A position statement on Unwanted Horses was developed and approved
by MHC Board's at our May 2008 meeting. It is posted on the MHC
website. www.mnhorsecouncil.org/minnesota-horse-council-position-
on-unwanted-horses.php

The Minnesota Horse Council was the first state horse council to become
a member of the Unwanted Horse Coalition in 2008. Since then, the
Wisconsin Horse Council has become the only other state horse council
to join. The Minnesota Horse Council Board of Directors has proposed
2009 membership. We could use the input of the membership for their
opinion on whether we should continue this membership.

Dr. Tom Lenz, Unwanted Horse Coalition Chairperson, is a featured
speaker at the 2009 Minnesota Horse Expo in April.

At our July meeting a position statement on tax classification of proper-
ty used for equine activity was prepared and approved. The Minnesota
Horse Council feels that Minnesota law is quite clear. Land used for rais-
ing, training, riding or pasturing horses should remain classified as 'agri-
cultural' for tax assessments. It is posted on the MHC website:
www.mnhorsecouncil.org/resolution-on-equine-property-tax-
assessments.php

Members interested in learning more about legislative issues affecting
horse owners across the country should frequently visit the American
Horse Council website (http://horsecouncil.org/ legislation.html).
Ongoing national and state legislative issues include: Immigration and
Temporary Worker Programs, Unwanted Horses including Wild Horses
and Burros, Horse Slaughter, Horse Transportation, NAIS (National
Animal Identification System), Manure Management, and Internet
Gambling.

Individuals are encouraged to contact their state and national legislative
representatives to express their concerns and opinions on issues affecting
the horse industry.

Minnesota Horse
Council News

MN Horse Expo Tack & Clothing
Sale Helps Buyers and Sellers!

The Minnesota Horse Expo Tack & Clothing Sale is man-
aged by the Minnesota 4-H Horse Association. The prof-
it is used to support all areas and activities of the 4-H
Horse Project like Winter Roundup (leaders' training),
seminars and clinics, the Memorial Equine Library
(which anybody can borrow material from), the State 
4-H Horse Show and more.  

In 2008, for the first time, debit/credit cards were accept-
ed for payment and will be accepted in 2009.

Last year, 337 consignors consigned 14,972 items. We
sold 7,801 items priced from $0.50 to $25; 1,181 items
priced from $26 - $50; 666 items $51 to $500 and 34
items over $500. We sold 277 saddles. There were some
very good items sold at a very reasonable price. Not only
do we offer good deals for people buying items, we also
give people the opportunity to sell items they have out
grown or no longer need. 

Over 175 great and wonderful hard working volunteers
worked the sale including 4-Hers, parents, and friends
and they had a lot of fun doing it!

Check in times are Thursday, April 23, from noon to 10
pm, Friday and Saturday 8:00am to noon on Underwood
Street next to the Empire Commons Building. All consign-
ments are welcome. Consignment fee is 20%. Check out
time is Sunday from 5:15 pm to 7 pm. For additional infor-
mation visit www.mnhorseexpo.org and click on Expo
Tack and Clothing Sale or contact Curt at 320-252-3542. 

Volunteer: Be part of the
MN Horse Expo Experience! 

When you volunteer as an individual (must be 16 or
older) for a shift of 4 or more hours, you will receive
free admission to the Horse Expo on the day you work
UNLESS you work on Thursday, the set-up day, in
which case you will get a pass for another day at Expo.

Earn Money for your Club!
If a group (can be a horse-related group but doesn’t
need to be) comprised of 10 people (must be 16 or
older) agrees to work a minimum of 40 hours during
Expo, that group will earn $10 per 4 hour shift for their
group.  Hours must be verified as worked by Expo
Staff prior to payment.  Check will be mailed after
hours are verified.

Here’s How:
Call Missie Schwartz, MN Horse Expo Volunteer
Coordinator, at 952-451-9581 or e-mail her at
bmschwartz@msn.com for available jobs and shifts.
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As someone involved in the horse industry, you may frequently
haul horses under your care. It may be necessary to transport
them to the veterinarian, the breeding farm, a show, a sale, or just
to go riding on a Sunday afternoon. 

With some planning, the trip can be successful, and the stress
associated with hauling horses can be reduced. 

Transport considerations will vary depending on the purpose you
have for trailering your horse. While you might plan for days for
a trip to the mountains to trail ride, the emergency trip to the vet
clinic won't be as well planned. Despite those differences, you
can still have a basic plan for hauling your horse. 

Considerations When Hauling a Horse
Driving
If you are going to take the horse yourself, how well you drive
will certainly affect how well your horses travel. Many horses
are poor travelers because of the way their owners drive. It is
necessary to drive differently when traveling down the road
pulling a horse trailer. You need to watch how you stop and start,
change lanes, turn corners, and back up. Remember, your hors-
es are in the trailer standing up. Before hauling your first horse,
take an empty trailer out a few times for a practice drive. This
will give you practice in negotiating traffic and road obstacles.
For longer trips, you may opt to have your horse transported by
a commercial hauler as well. 

The Trailer
There are many styles of trailers available. You need to select the
one that works for you. While there are more slant load trailers
available, the two-horse side by side or the stock trailer may
work well for the horses you have to haul. In most trailers, the
horses are tied. Make sure your horse has enough length of lead
to allow adequate movement, with its head and neck for balance,
but not too long a lead, as it can get tangled. The lead should be
attached either with a quick release knot or quick release snap so
the horse can be untied quickly in case of emergency. 

The Trip 
How long should you go between stops? How often should you
unload? What about feed and water? These are all good questions. 
Where are you going and how long will the trip be? In general,
most commercial trucking companies will stop every three to
four hours. This is a good time for the driver to take a break and
allows the horse some time to rest. During these stops you don't
need to unload, but you can water the horse and replenish the
hay supply. When traveling for long periods of time, it is a good
idea to fill several hay nets so that when you stop, you can easi-
ly and quickly replace the empty hay net with a full one.
Bringing your own water drawn from the horse's usual water
source will reduce time spent searching for water while traveling
and provide a more palatable drink of water for your horse. It is
also a good time to check to see if the blanket and the leg wraps
are still positioned correctly. 

A stop should be 30 to 60 minutes in length. This will allow time
for the horses to urinate if they need to; many won't urinate
while the trailer is moving. Make sure that while you are
stopped, the trailer is as open as weather will allow, and park in

the shade if you can. A trailer can get very hot while parked if
there is little or no air moving through it. 

In general, a horse should not be hauled more than 18 hours
without being unloaded and given a extended rest period. When
traveling great distances, plan your stops, and make sure the
overnight location you choose is safe for unloading and loading.
Allow both your horse and driver to get sufficient rest before
continuing the trip. Horses can get very excited or hot and may
become more difficult to handle in a strange place. If you need
to unload during the trip, make sure you have control of the
horse and the area is safe and secure. 

Feed and Water
Feeding on the trip is important, and most horses will be content-
ed travelers if they have a full hay net. As was previously men-
tioned, your horses need to be watered frequently on the trip.
Watering every three to four hours is a good rule to follow. Of
course, hotter weather may dictate more frequent watering. You
may need to bring water from the horse's usual water source or
have your horse accustomed to flavored water (use Kool-Aid or
some other flavoring agent) if you think they won't drink the
available water because of the taste. Hydration during long trips
will help reduce health problems such as colic. 

Bedding 
Should you use bedding in the trailer? Having some bedding
such as straw or shavings will certainly help keep your horse
comfortable. It will provide some cushion and can absorb urine.
After the trip, remember to clean out the trailer and allow it to
dry, which will help preserve the trailer's floorboards. 

Pre-Travel Vehicle and Trailer Check
for Hauling Horses

Be Prepared 
In addition to preparing the trailer for the horse's comfort, it is
also important to consider the maintaince of all equipment. 

Prior to each trip, check the following: 
trailer lights and turn signals 
trailer brakes 
trailer hitch--is it secure? 
trailer safety cables 
spare trailer and truck tires and tools to change a tire, 
including tire jack 
trailer and truck tires 
trailer floorboards. 

These checks should be done before you leave home. Finding
out that something is wrong on the trip can be inconvenient and
even disastrous. 

Before you depart, make sure that your health papers are in
order. Also, know the path of your trip, which routes might be
best, how to avoid construction areas, where the rest stops are
located, and how long it will take to get there. Most trips taken
with horses are for recreation, and therefore, advance planning
can help reduce the stress of the trip and make it more enjoyable. 

Traveling with your Horse--continued on page 5

TRAVELING WITH YOUR HORSE www.extension.org/pages/
Horse_Transportation
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Health Papers 
The need for health papers and Coggins tests varies depending
upon your travel destination. When traveling out of state, hors-
es should have a negative Coggins test drawn within six
months of travel and have a valid health certificate certified by
a veterinarian within 30 days of travel. Generally, the expect-
ed destination is also listed on the horse's health certificate.

It is a good practice to check with your veterinarian and find
out what the health regulations are in the states in which you
will be traveling. Make sure all your paper work is correct
and up to date before traveling, and don't forget to take these
important papers with you. State veterinarians and regulators
may preform random health security checks and will gener-
ally be present at horse shows and events to verify that all
paper work is in order. Failure to have such paper work may
result in not being allowed to unload your horse, being sent
home, and being ticketed or fined. 

It may also be helpful to check with the organizers of events
or managers of facilities to see if they have specific health
requirements that may differ from state requirements. Some
event managers may require a more current Coggins test or
other specific health requirements. 

In addition, if you are traveling to another country, check to
see what the federal regulations are for transporting horses. 

Keep the Air Moving 
Ventilation is important when trailering horses. In most situa-
tions, all the vents and windows should be open during warm
months to keep horses from getting too hot in the trailer. Even
in winter months, don't close up the trailer completely. Horses
need fresh air moving through the trailer at all times. 

Traveling with your Horse--continued from page 4

Safe Loading Practices for Horses
When loading a horse in a trailer, it is important to recognize and
carry out safe loading practices. It is your job to make the load-
ing experience pleasant for the horse and safe for the handler. 

Before loading, make sure the horse is wearing a halter that fits
properly and will not slip off or break during the loading
process. Always lead your horse onto the trailer using a lead rope
rather than leading it by the halter. By using a lead rope, the han-
dler will have more control of the horse if it shies or backs away
from the trailer. It is also important that the handler not wrap the
lead rope tightly around his or her hands. Instead, the handler
should lead the horse with the lead rope held in the left hand in
a loose coil and in the right hand near the halter. 

Before approaching the trailer to load the horse, remove any
obstacles that might scare or prevent it from loading. Make sure
the trailer partitions are securely fastened so they don't swing in
the horse's way during loading. Open all vents and windows
needed, hang any hay nets, and spread shavings or straw prior to
loading. It is also important to park the trailer in a safe location,
away from any obstacles that might injure a horse if it runs back,
refusing to load. You should also make sure you have loaded all
other supplies, tack, health papers, etc. 

Once the trailer is prepared and these safety precautions taken,
you may load your horse. 

Loading horse onto the trailer
Ideally, you will tie your horse in the trailer using a quick release
snap tie. These trailer ties are long enough to allow the horse to
move its head and be comfortable but short enough to prevent it
from getting its head under or over any partitions. If you do not
have a quick release snap, then tieing your horse with a lead
strap and a quick release knot will help serve the same function
in case of emergency. 

Once the horse is loaded and properly tied, secure all partitions,
including the butt bar that may be located behind the horse in the
last section of the trailer. If the back door of the trailer were to
open during travel, the butt bar would be the only thing to help
prevent the horse from backing off the moving trailer. The butt
bar also helps prevent horses from prematurely backing off the
trailer when the trailer door is opened prior to unloading. 

Once horses are loaded, it is best to get on the road. Some hors-
es may become anxious and will quickly get hot in an immobile
trailer.

Blanketing and Wrapping Horses for Transport
The need for a blanket will depend on the weather conditions,
type of trailer, and ventilation available. In a well-ventilated
trailer on a warm day, you won't need to blanket your horse. In
some cases, having a heavy blanket on the horse in a poorly ven-
tilated trailer can cause horses to sweat and become overheated,
even in cold weather. In general, don't over-blanket, and keep the
air moving inside the trailer so your horse can have a comfort-
able ride. 

It is also customary to wrap a horse's legs when trailering. Leg
wraps that extend from the knee or hock to the coronary band
can help protect your horse during a trailering trip. However, be
sure you know how to properly apply leg wraps. They can cause
injury and permanent damage when not applied properly. 

Also make sure your horse has had time to get used to its legs
being wrapped before being hauled in the trailer. Many times,
horses will kick and stomp when first wearing leg wraps
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Benefits for Horse Industry in Economic Stimulus Bill 
President Obama has signed into law the Stimulus Bill, which is intended to provide
a jump-start to the U.S. economy. The Stimulus Act continues the bigger write-off for
horses and other property purchased and placed in service during 2009. These bene-
fits were part of the 2008 Tax Stimulus bill, but expired at the end of 2008. The
Stimulus Bill also includes a few other provisions that may impact horse owners.  

Expensing Allowance

The first incentive allows an owner who purchases a horse or other business property and
places it in service in 2009 to expense up to $250,000 of the cost. This so-called "Section
179" expensing allowance applies to horses, farm equipment and most other depreciable
property. Once total purchases of horses and other eligible property reach $800,000, the
expense allowance goes down one dollar for each dollar spent over $800,000. 

To illustrate the expensing allowance, assume a horse business purchases $750,000
of depreciable property in 2009, including $650,000 for horses. That business can
write off $250,000 on its 2009 tax return and depreciate the balance. If instead, pur-
chases were $900,000, the expense allowance would go down by $100,000. In either
case, the amount of the purchases not expensed may also be eligible for bonus depre-
ciation, as explained below.

Bonus Depreciation

The second incentive continues the 50% first-year bonus depreciation for horses and
most other depreciable property purchased and placed in service during 2009. It
applies to any property that has a depreciable life of 20 years or less. Also, the prop-
erty must be new, meaning that the original use of the horse or other property must
commence with the taxpayer. For a horse to be eligible, it cannot have been used for
any purpose before it is purchased.

To illustrate expensing and bonus depreciation, assume that in 2009 an owner pays
$500,000 for a colt to be used for racing and $50,000 for other depreciable property,
bringing total purchases to $550,000. The young colt had never been raced or used
for any other purpose before the purchase. The horse business would be able to
expense $250,000 (as explained above), deduct another $150,000 of bonus deprecia-
tion (50% of the $300,000 remaining balance), and take regular depreciation on the
$150,000 balance.

Other Provisions

State and Local Sales Taxes - The Stimulus Bill provides all taxpayers with a deduction
for state and local sales and excises taxes paid on the purchase of new cars, light trucks,
and recreational vehicles through 2009. The deduction phases-out for taxpayers with
adjusted gross incomes of $125,000 and $250,000 for taxpayers filing a joint return.

NOL Carryback - Current law permits net operating losses (NOLs) to be carried back
to the two years before the operating loss occurs and carried forward to the twenty
years after the loss. For 2008, the bill would extend the maximum NOL carryback
period to five years for small businesses with gross revenue of $15 million or less. 

Estimated Tax Payment Relief - The Stimulus Bill reduces the 2009 required estimat-
ed tax payments for some small businesses.

Wild Horse and Burros
Bill Introduced

On February 12, 2009, Representative
Rahall (WV-D) introduced a bill to amend
the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros
Act to improve the management and long-
term health of wild free-roaming horses
and burros (H.R. 1018).  

In the 108th Congress, a provision of the
2005 Omnibus Appropriations Bill lifted
the prohibition on the sale of wild horses
and burros for commercial purposes and
authorizing the Secretary of Interior to sell
excess animals at public sales “without
limitation” on their use.

This bill would restore the federal prohibi-
tion on the commercial sale and slaughter
of wild free-roaming horses and burros. It
would also bar the Secretary of Interior
from euthanizing any wild free-roaming
horses or burros unless an animal is termi-
nally ill. Representative Rahall introduced
similar legislation in the last Congress.

Additionally, this bill directs the Secretary
of the Interior to maintain an inventory of
wild horses and burros on public lands, to
protect and manage the population in an
ecologically balanced manner and to desig-
nate and maintain specific ranges on public
lands as sanctuaries for their protection and
preservation. This would include identify-
ing new, “rangelands for wild free-roaming
horses and burros, including use of land
acquisitions, exchanges, conservation ease-
ments, and voluntary grazing buyouts, and
negotiate with private landowners to allow
for the federally supervised protection of
wild horses and burros on private lands.”

This bill has been referred to the House
Natural Resources Committee,
Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests,
and Public Lands. Representative Rahall is
Chairman of the Natural Resources
Committee.

If you have any questions regarding this
bill please call the AHC.
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In December 2008, the Kentucky Department of Agriculture
announced that a Quarter Horse stallion tested positive for
Contagious Equine Metritis (CEM) during routine testing for
international semen shipment.  

Since this discovery, a full epidemiological investigation has
been underway to locate, test and quarantine any potentially
exposed horses. Currently a total of 11 stallions have been con-
firmed positive for CEM, four located in Kentucky, three in
Indiana, three in Wisconsin and one in Texas. The Indiana and
Texas stallions spent time on the central Kentucky premises dur-
ing the 2008 breeding season. The Wisconsin stallions were not
in Kentucky, but all were co-located during at least one breeding
season in Wisconsin with one of the CEM-positive stallions that
was on the Kentucky premises in 2008. 

Additionally three mares have been confirmed positive, one in
California, one in Illinois and one in Wisconsin. The positive
Wisconsin mare was bred by live cover to one of the CEM-posi-
tive stallions in Wisconsin, just prior to it becoming known that
the stallion had been exposed to CEM. The positive mares in
Illinois and California were each bred by artificial insemination
with semen from a positive stallion, but not from the same stallion.

In addition to the 11 positive stallions and 3 positive mares, the
locations of 600 CEM-exposed horses have also been con-
firmed. The total of 614 horses includes 84 stallions and 530
mares located in 45 States. The 84 positive or exposed stallions
are located in 16 States, and the 530 positive or exposed mares
are in 44 States. There are nine CEM-exposed horses still active-
ly being traced, eight mares and one stallion.

tigation. An exposed horse is one that was bred to a CEM-posi-
tive horse, either naturally or via artificial insemination, or one
that is otherwise epidemiologically linked to a CEM-positive
horse, as determined by State and Federal animal health officials.

What is CEM? 

Contagious Equine Metritis is a transmissible, exotic venereal
disease in horses caused by a bacteria Taylorella equigenitalis. A
CEM infection usually results in infertility in mares and, on rare
occasions, can cause mares to spontaneously abort. Infected stal-
lions exhibit no clinical signs. Stallions and mares can become
chronic carriers of CEM and be sources of infection for future
outbreaks. The transmission rate is high and naturally occurs by
mating, but contaminated instruments and equipment may be an
indirect source of infecting horses. The bacteria can also be
spread via semen collected for artificial insemination.

CEM can be treated with disinfectants and antibiotics. CEM-
positive mares, and mares from CEM-positive countries, are
required to go through a treatment protocol and remain in quar-
antine for no less than 21 days. Stallions that have CEM or come
from a CEM-positive country are required to remain quarantined
until a treatment protocol is completed and they test negative for
the disease.

Canadian Restrictions

Because of this CEM outbreak, Canada has imposed additional
restrictions on horse imports from the U.S. into Canada.
Additional certification for horses (including Canadian horses
returning to Canada but excluding horses for immediate slaugh-
ter) will be required on all U.S. export health certificates issued
after January 19, 2009 and for Canadian horses exported to the
U.S. after January 19, 2009 and returning on a Canadian health
certificate. The new certification statements are reflected in
point 4 and 5 of the protocol. At the present moment, the import
permit for the U.S. origin horses is not required, except for the
horses from Florida where it is still required because of the
recent Equine Piroplasmosis situation. 

Points 4 and 5 of the protocol read as follows:

4. The horse(s) have not been on premises where T. equigenital-
is has been isolated during the 60 days immediately preceding
exportation to Canada or a premises currently under quarantine
or investigation for CEM. Any female(s) in the shipment have
not been bred naturally to, or inseminated with, semen from a
stallion positive for CEM, or a stallion resident upon a positive
premises or under quarantine or investigation for CEM  

5.  Showed no clinical signs of CEM on the day of inspection. 

CEM Outbreak--continued on page 8

Contagious Equine Metritis Outbreak – Overview and Update

# Exposed location
confirmed horses

#
Positive
horses

# Horses
Being
Traced

Total
Horses

# States
Involved

Mares 527 3 8 538 44

Stallions 73 11 1 85 16

TOTAL 600 14 9 623 45

All of the horses that have tested positive for CEM and all exposed
horses that have been located are currently under quarantine or are
on a hold order. Testing of all associated horses is underway, as
well as treatment of those found to be CEM positive. None of the
positive horses have yet been identified as the source of the CEM
outbreak; the epidemiologic investigation continues to pursue all
available information relative to determining the origin of this out-
break, but no conclusions can yet be drawn. 

The United States Department of Agriculture continues to fund
the testing directly associated with this disease investigation.
USDA is funding the diagnostic tests and sample shipping costs
for the testing of any exposed horses directly linked to the inves-
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CEM Outbreak--continued from page 7

Additionally, for Canadian horses returning to Canada on a
Canadian health certificate, a supplemental certification docu-
ment with the above mentioned requirements will be provided
by the CFIA endorsing office when advised of intended return.
The supplemental certification will need to be attached to the
Canadian health certificate after completion and endorsed by
USDA before return of the horse(s) to Canada.

The health certificate for equine semen that is exported from the
U.S. to Canada now includes the required certification that: 

1. The donor horse(s) have not been on a premises where T.
equigenitalis has been isolated during the 60 days immediately
preceding collection of the semen for export to Canada or a
premises currently under quarantine or investigation for CEM. 

2. The semen was processed using an extender that contains
antibiotics effective against T. equigenitalis. 

The health certificate for equine embryos that are exported from
the U.S. to Canada now contains the following statement certi-
fying that:

1. The donor mare(s) have not been on a premises where T.
equigenitalis has been isolated during the 60 days immediately
preceding the collection of the embryo(s) for export to Canada or
a premises currently under quarantine or investigation for CEM
and have not been bred naturally or inseminated with semen
from a stallion positive for CEM, or a stallion resident upon a
positive premises or under quarantine or investigation for CEM.

2. The flushing medium used to collect the embryo(s) contains
antibiotics effective against T. equigenitalis. 

The Canadian requirements can be found on the following website: 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/
animal_canada2.shtml

The American Horse Council will continue to monitor this out-
break closely as the investigation continues. We will continue to
remain in close contact with USDA regarding the implementa-
tion of the investigation, the procedures supplied to the states
involved, the funding of the outbreak investigation and control,
and any additional foreign export restrictions or requirements.

Research Funding Available to Investigate the
Therapeutic Effects of Horses on Humans

Accepting applications for up to $50,000

Horses and Humans Research Foundation (HHRF) invites pro-
posals to investigate the therapeutic effects of horses on humans.
The Foundation's broad research agenda includes basic research
as well as clinical studies that will ultimately impact physical
and mental health and the quality of life for people with disabil-
ities who are involved with equine assisted activities/therapies.

Grants are awarded on a competitive basis, taking into account
scientific merit, scientific and clinical significance and relevance
to areas designated by the Foundation. Preference will be given
to investigators with solid credentials and research experience
who are associated with institutions located in the US or Canada.
Applicants may request up to $50,000 over a one year period.
Applications are due May 15, 2009.

Interested researchers may contact the foundation for informa-
tion on programs that provide equine assisted activities/therapies
for possible collaborations.

Guidelines and materials for applicants
Read about recent research outcomes
Downloadable ads and web-banners for publication and use

Horse and Humans Research Foundation
Horses and Humans Research Foundation, a nonprofit 501(c)3
organization, exists to facilitate universal understanding and
appreciation of the significant influence of horses on humans.
The primary goal is to support, promote and fund scientific
research that explores the claimed, yet unsubstantiated benefits
of equine assisted activities, leading to the discovery of the most
effective methods and techniques for conducting thousands of
existing and future programs. The secondary goal is to educate
the public (including parents, donors, insurance companies and
physicians) on research findings so that equine assisted activities
programs become more accessible to those in need. Please con-
tact us for more information on supporting this research or
becoming a donor.

Contact: KC Henry, HHRF Executive Director
Email: info@horsesandhumans.org
Phone: 440.543.8306 
www.horsesandhumans.org

The American Association of Equine Practitioners, in
conjunction with Bayer Healthcare Animal Health,
recently launched its new and improved GET-A-
DVM locator service. This online service allows
horse owners to locate AAEP-member veterinarians

quickly and easily anywhere in the world. 

The GET-A-DVM search engine has been updated to include
advance search options such as practice type and services
offered, and is updated daily to ensure the information listed for
each AAEP member is current. Horse owners can access the
GET-A-DVM service by visiting www.aaep.org/horseowner and

clicking on “Find a DVM in Your Area” on the “May We Help
You” menu.

As a world leader in animal health, Bayer HealthCare Animal
Health is committed to providing products and educational pro-
grams for veterinarians and horse owners alike. Bayer collabo-
rates with the AAEP on a variety of educational initiatives,
including the popular series of client education brochures.
Additionally, Bayer exclusively sponsors two of AAEP's contin-
uing education meetings (Focus and Resort Symposium) for vet-
erinarians each year.

Improved GET-A-DVM Online Locator Service Launched by AAEP and Bayer Healthcare Animal Health
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MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES
December 8, 2008

Meeting Location: Nutrena Conference Room - Leatherdale Center
U of MN St Paul

Board Members Present: Dan Dolan, Glen Eaton, Darrell Mead, 
Dawn Moore, Missie Schwartz, Marian Robinson, Mark Ward, 
Sue McDonough, Trina Joyce, Teresa Hanson, Tom Tweeten

Absent: Christie Ward, Tim Bonham, Judy Jensen, Tracy Turner,
Laurie Slater, Lynn Wasson

Members/Visitors:  Miriam McGurran, Rick and Carol Dobbelaire,
Susan Graves

I. Meeting called to order: 6:35 p.m. by President Dan Dolan 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors  

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda
1. Dawn Moore requested John Tackberry's donation be added to new
business.

IV. Treasurer's Report for December was distributed by Dan Dolan.
Questions pertaining to the report are: How was the reserve value cal-
culated? What was done with the income for the SHCAC?
Reconciliation of the reserve vs. the budget. December budget report
will be presented at the February meeting for approval. November trea-
surer's report was presented for approval; Glen Eaton motioned to
accept the report, Marian Robinson seconded and the motion passed. 

V. Approval of Minutes - Mark Ward motioned to approve the November
minutes with corrections, Glen Eaton seconded, motion passed.

VI. Secretary's Report -Dawn Moore reported there is little mail at
this time, however, six newsletters have been returned without any
address. Missie Schwartz will work with Linda Dahl on correcting this
issue. Dawn Moore requested that committee chairs be aware of their
month to report and try to keep from reporting when it is not that com-
mittee's turn to do so and to be sure the report only includes events
occurring prior to the meeting. The additional reports add too much to
the newsletter. Dawn Moore requested that all directors try to compile
the minutes from the 2008 annual meeting. There is currently no min-
utes known for that event.   

VII.  OLD BUSINESS

A. Website - Mark Ward reported that the MN Horse Council website is
live. Committee chairs are responsible for reviewing and updating all
information regarding their committee. Mark Ward demonstrated the
ease of entering new information to the site. Mark Ward examined the
MN Horse Council name copyright status. The symbol used on the web-
site is not registered, nor does it need to be. Mark Ward advised the logo
is in the process of being trademarked as well. The MN Horsemen's
Directory will be an assumed name and the paperwork is in the process
of being filed.
B. MN State Fair request for a cornerstone contribution from MHC for
an equine renovation project - discussion followed. Glen Eaton
motioned to have this topic tabled until February, Darrell Mead second-
ed, motion passed.
C. Horseman's Directory- Mark Ward reported the website is live. Mark
Ward will consult regarding if information listed needs to be approved
by each individual/business listed, he is still looking into this topic and
will report back on his findings. Mark Ward reported that the MHC site
is legally allowed to link to any other site. Discussion followed on the
risks and benefits of linking other websites to the MHC site.
D. SHCAC-  The hosting of the 2008 SHCAC held at the Mall of
America's Ramada Inn in November is coming to a close with two

Sponsorship to be received yet totaling $1,000.00. Both are in the
process of being paid. We received a check from the American Horse
Council for the hotel expenses. The only expenses we have left is some
printing done at Office Max and when the statement arrives I will send
a bill to the AHC. Some activity is taking place with the Task Force but
nothing really new at this time. We should have another conference call
before Christmas.
E. Budgets- Tim Bonham absent. Glen Eaton motioned to again support
the Unwanted Horse Coalition with $2500. Tom Tweeten seconded, dis-
cussion followed. Missie amended the motion that the budget reflect
$2500 earmarked for the Unwanted Horse Coalition, however, the
monies would not be paid until further discussion on how the money
will be used. Marion Robinson seconded, motion passed. Trina Joyce
requested her budget for annual meeting dinners for scholarship win-
ners remain at $600. Sue McDonough requested that the budget for the
certified stables committee in 2009 be $2000. Sue McDonough also
requested the term Awards be changed to Signs. Tom Tweeten request-
ed $5,000 be added to the Special Projects budget. Darrell Mead
advised the trail committee would change their budget from $18,000 for
trail maintenance and development to $15,000 respectfully. The total
budget for Trails would than be $32,500 for 2009. Darrell Mead
motioned to accept the budget as amended, Mark Ward seconded,
motion passed. 
F. State Fair Coliseum Horseman of the Year Display - Dawn Moore
reported that Judy Jensen is still working on contacting MN State Fair
representatives and will report back in February.
G. Walt Westman - Dan Dolan reported he has not heard back regarding
a way for MHC to be involved in the event. Darrell Mead motioned that
MHC be involved in the 100th year MN chapter first cavalry celebra-
tion in 2010 in some fashion. Trina Joyce seconded, motion passed.
H. Farm Bureau Lobbyist - Dan Dolan will report on this topic in
Feburary

VIII. Committee Reports

A. EXPO - Glen Eaton reported the following: The State Fair charges
for 2008 are standing as is. Glen Eaton will be watching all expendi-
tures at the  MN State Fairgrounds in 2009. Two nationally known cli-
nicians are booked for the 2009 Minnesota Horse Expo namely Stacy
Westfall and Craig Cameron with Susan Harris verbally booked. The
contract for Susan Harris is in the works. Kathy is also looking for
another keynote sSpeaker. Promotion is on schedule at this time of the
year and some ads for the Program are in but will pick up after the first
of the year. 275 completed contracts for Vendor and Stall space have
been received to date. We are slightly behind on booked Vendor space
compared with 2007. I feel this is because of the economy as I have
talked to some previous Vendors and it’s tough out there. A lot of
requests for contract packages are being received and after the first of
the year that should pick up also. The planning of the 2009 Minnesota
Horse Expo is on schedule and we are looking for a great Expo. Starting
with the January Expo meeting, the meeting place will change to
Byerly's Conference Room at 3777 Park Center Blvd. St. Louis Park at
no charge. Byerly's is at the corner of Hwy 100, and 36th Ave. South

B. Direct Funding - Christie Ward absent. Trina Joyce reported there
are currently two applications pending. Members of the committee will
be contacted regarding these applications.

C. Annual Meeting - Dawn Moore reported the menu has been select-
ed. The invitation packets will go out in the mail this week. Dawn
Moore would like to give out folders to each of the attendees contain-
ing materials related to the annual meeting. All directors who need to
contribute to the folder contents were asked to get their materials in to
Andrea Dubay in a timely manner so the packets can be completed well
before the meeting. 

D. Legislative - Tracy Turner absent. No report.



2009 MEETING SCHEDULE
View www.mnhorsecouncil.org and

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.org for additional events

Minnesota Horse Council Board Meetings
Leatherdale Equine Center Center 6:30 pm

1801 Dudley Ave St, Paul
Located on the U of M St. Paul Campus

February 10 June 9     October 13
March 10 July 14 November 10
April 7 August - No meeting December 8
May 12 September 8
January 16, 2010 - Annual Meeting - Northland Inn

Minnnesota Horse Expo Board Meetings
Byerly’s Community Room 6:30 pm

3777 Park Center Drive St. Louis Park, MN

January 27 May 26 September 29
February 23 June 30 October 27
March 31 July 28 November 24
April 28 August - No meeting December 29

For HHorse’s SSake
Editors: Linda Dahl and Missie Schwartz

Publisher: Dahl Graphic Design
888-403-2060 www.dahlgraphics.com

Missie Schwartz: 763-428-7532 bmschwartz@msn.com

For Horse’s Sake is the official newsletter of the Minnesota
Horse Council (MHC). Statements appearing in For Horse’s
Sake are those of the authors and not necessarily those of
the MHC. To reprint any material published in For Horse’s
Sake, please notify MHC of your intentions. Full credit
needs to be given to the author. Articles of relevance to the
equine industry are earnestly solicited. The Minnesota
Horse Council is a non-profit member-supported volunteer
organization representing all equine disciplines and breeds
in Minnesota’s equine livestock industry.

Please e-mail or send potential articles to:
Dahl Graphic Design

39257 Taray Road Pine River, MN  56474
E-Mail: fhs-mhc@dahlgraphics.com

2009 Article Submission Deadlines
January/February     1/23/09
March                     2/13/09
April                       3/13/09
May                        4/10/09
June                        5/15/09

July/August      6/12/09
September        8/14/09
October            9/11/09
November       10/16/09
December       11/13/09
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E. Facilities/Show - Tom Tweeten reported there is no update at this time.

F. Communications - Missie Schwartz asked for the ability to have the
newsletter available electronically both as an email option and on the
website. Discussion followed. Missie Schwartz motioned for online
access to the newsletter via the MHC website in a password protected
section for members only. Sue McDonough seconded, discussion fol-
lowed. Glen Eaton amended the motion to remove the password protec-
tion from the website and offer the newsletter to all website visitors.
Tom Tweeten seconded and discussion followed. Upon a vote of the
board members present the amendment for the motion passed. The
motion passed as amended.    

G. Horseperson of the Year - Dawn Moore reported a vote on the win-
ner will be decided by tomorrow. The committee will meet directly after
this meeting and decide the 2009 recipient. As soon as the decision is
made Dawn Moore will order the plaque.

H. Scholarships - Trina Joyce received 30 scholarship applications.
There will be three scholarships awarded to high school students and
nine to college students for 2009. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS

A. Donation from John Tackberry - Dawn Moore
Will speak to John regarding the donation and report her findings at the
February meeting.

X. OTHER

XI. ADJOURNED at 9:19 PM 

NEXT MEETING: February 10, 2009 6:30 p.m.
University of MN Leatherdale Equine Center

APRIL 24 25 26



Minnesota Horse Council
13055 Riverdale Drive
Box 202 Suite 500

Coon Rapids, MN  55448
763-755-7729

mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net
www.MnHorseCouncil.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Annual Meeting
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dmoore834@comcast.net

Aisle of Breeds
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 Glen@MnHorseExpon.org

Budget
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@windyridgeranch.com

Certified Stables
Sue McDonough 651-699-8117
Communications
Missie Schwartz 763-428-7532 bmschwartz@msn.com

Direct Funding
Christie Ward 651-603-8702 malaz002@umn.edu

Disaster Response
Marian Robinson: 763-588-0297 mariana_1820@yahoo.com

Expo
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 Glen@MnHorseExpo.org

Facilities
Tom Tweeten 952-226-4190 tnt@integraonline.com

Grants
Tim Bonham 612-721-1007 t-bonham@scc.net

Horseperson of the Year
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dmoore834@comcast.net

Inventory/Storage
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 Glen@MnHorseExpo.org

Legislative
Tracy Turner 651-351-7206 turner@anokaequine.com

Minnesota Horsemen’s Directory
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@windyridgeranch.com

Nominations
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@windyridgeranch.com

Pioneer Award
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dmoore834@comcast.net

Promotions
Teresa Hanson 763-434-2799 trhanson2@hotmail.com

Scholarships
Trina Joyce 612-729-7798

Trail Blazers
Darrell Mead 763-420-3697 darrellmead@comcast.net

State Horse Council
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 Glen@MnHorseExpo.org

Administrative Assistant - Andrea Dubay 763-755-7729
mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net

MINNESOTA HORSE
COUNCIL

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

Name

Farm/Business Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone                            

Alt. Phone

E-mail

Website

Brief description of your stable/business/involvement
with horses:

Would you like to volunteer with MHC? If so, please
list any interest you have:

I’d like to receive the MN Horse Council newseltter,
“For Horse’s Sake” by:

E-mail (saves on postage and paper)

United States Postal Service

Please complete this form and send with your check to:

Minnesota Horse Council
13055 Riverdale Drive PO Box 212

Coon Rapids, MN  55448

Individual - $15

Family - $20

Organization - $25

Corporation - $25

Certified Stable
First Year - $35
Certified Stable
Renewal - $25
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Minnesota Horse Council
13055 Riverdale Drive
Box 202 Suite 500

Coon Rapids, MN  55448
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Minnesota Horse Expo
April 24-25-26

Minnesota State Fairgrounds
St. Paul, MN

www.MnHorseExpo.org


