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Minnesota Horse Council
Promote and/or support equine
educational activities
Improve communication in all 
horse related activities with the
general public
Gather information of value to
equine related activities
Distribute gathered information
as appropriate
Provide expertise, consult 
and advise
Establish, develop and enhance
equine trails and other infra-
structure and encourage their
prudent use
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2010 EXPO A HUGE SUCCESS!
In spite of a little rain, horse owners and horse lovers from all over the United
States and Canada came together at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds in St. Paul,
Minnesota, April 23-25, to see the clinicians, ride a pony or horse, try their hand at
making a cinch or stick horse, learn about the nearly 50 different breeds of horses,
and shop to their heart’s content. Crowds were HUGE! Watch next month’s issue
of this newsletter for more on the Expo.

Kids had fun at
this year’s Expo

Photos by Linda Dahl



Don't skimp on quality medication. 
A compounded drug should never be requested, used or
prescribed as a cost-saving measure. Putting your horse's
health at risk with a "knock off" drug could end up cost-
ing your horse's life. Stay on the safe side and request
FDA-approved medications

In the interest of the welfare of your horse, the American
Association of Equine Practitioners advises the use of legal,
FDA-approved medications when such a drug exists. FDA-
approved medications undergo years of testing and are closely
monitored by the government to ensure a consistent, safe per-
formance. 

"As a horse owner, your primary concern is the health and wel-
fare of your horse. Because compounded products have no reg-
ulatory requirements for potency, safety, stability or production
testing, they are to be used only as a last resort when there are no
approved products available," says Dr. Kenton Morgan, chair-
man of the AAEP Biological and Therapeutic Agents

Committee.  

"It is appropriate to request that your
veterinarian inform you any time he or
she will be using a compounded prod-
uct to treat your horse." 

It's important for horse owners to com-
municate openly with their veterinari-
ans about the use of compounded
drugs. Though your vet should always
notify you when a compounded drug is
being prescribed, be sure to request
FDA-approved treatment options for
your horse. If your veterinarian recom-
mends a compounded drug, ask why
the compounded drug recommended is
the best treatment option for your
horse. Understanding the potential
risks and benefits of your horse's med-
ication is part of your role as a respon-

sible horse owner. 

To view the AAEP's position statement on drug compounding,
visit www.aaep.org. 

Every horse owner has the right to know the safety and
efficacy of medications a veterinarian prescribes for
their horse. But even the most experienced horse owners
may not be aware of the health risks involved with using
compounded drugs. Compounded drugs are unregulated
drugs produced by altering or combining other drugs to
serve a patient's particular need. 

Recently, compounded drugs have been linked to tragic inci-
dents in the horse industry, including the sudden death of 21 polo
ponies in April and the deaths of several horses in Louisiana in
2006. Because compounded drugs are not regulated, other inci-
dents remain unreported. 

The American Association of Equine Practitioners acknowl-
edges that reputable pharmacies produce legitimate compound-
ed drugs to improve the health of horses when an FDA-approved
option doesn't exist. However, when inappropriately compound-
ed and used, these drugs may pose a serious threat to the health
of your horse. Knowing the facts about legitimate and illegiti-
mate compounded drugs will help you
and your veterinarian decide on the
best treatment option for your horse. 

What is a compounded medication?
Compounding is a process to produce a
medication by combining or altering
ingredients for the special needs of an
equine patient. Only a licensed veteri-
narian may write a prescription for the
compounded medication. Because
there is a scarcity of approved medica-
tions for use in horses, there is a legiti-
mate need for compounding in equine
veterinary medicine. Some examples of
legitimate compounding would include
crushing a tablet and creating a paste or
gel to aid in the administration to the
patient or mixing two anesthetics in the
same syringe for use in your horse. 

Weigh the risks of unregulated medication.
Compounded drugs are not approved by the Food and Drug
Administration and can vary in potency, stability, purity and
effectiveness. And because these products are unregulated by the
government, compounded drugs have the potential to pose seri-
ous safety risks to horses. 

Compounded drugs are not generic drugs. 
Because compounded drugs are generally cheaper than FDA-
approved medications, horse owners often confuse compounded
drugs with generic drugs. Generic drugs are biologically equiv-
alent to a brand-name drug. Unlike compounded drugs, generic
drugs go through an FDA approval process and are manufac-
tured in an FDA-approved facility. 
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Your Horse's Life is Not Worth the Risk
What every horse owner should know about drug compounding

Tips for Horse Owners
Communicate openly with your veteri-
narian about his or her practice's use of 
compounded drugs.

Request FDA-approved medication.

When a compounded drug is recom-
mended, ask your veterinarian to explain 
why it's the best treatment option. 

Don't skimp on cost: Compounded drugs 
should never be selected to save money.

Make sure your prescription is clearly 
marked and labeled.

Don't confuse generic drugs with 
compounded drugs. 

APRIL 29, 30 & MAY 1
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Help Ensure the Health and
Well-Being of Your Expectant Mare
We often think of pregnancy as a delicate and fragile condition.
When it comes to horses, this perception is perhaps due to the
mare's relatively poor reproductive performance in comparison
to other domestic animals. However, in a natural setting, the

mare does comparatively well reproductively. Therefore, this seemingly poor
performance is due as much to improper management as to any reproductive
deficiency. Fortunately, management is something we can control.

Your mare should go into the breeding season fit and perhaps gaining weight.
Severely underweight mares will have more trouble conceiving than will
mares of appropriate weight. You should make sure your mare avoids stress
as much as possible. Stress can cause a drop in progesterone, a hormone
which helps maintain pregnancy. Illness and/or fever also can cause the
mare's system to secrete prostaglandins, which may cause abortion.

The first 30 to 60 days of pregnancy are critical. The earliest days of an
embryo’s existence are perhaps the most precarious. During the first 30 days,
there is a 10 to 15 percent chance that the embryo will be resorbed. Stress, ill-
ness, uterine infection, hormonal abnormalities, the presence of twins and
other factors have been implicated in early embryonic loss. Often, the cause
remains undetermined.

Because of the embryo's uncertain beginning, it may be wise to have the preg-
nancy reconfirmed between 45 to 90 days post-ovulation since this is the time
period when resorption is most likely. Mares confirmed in foal by ultrasonog-
raphy at 14 days and/or 30 days will not necessarily still have a fetus 10
months later. The ability of your mare to maintain a pregnancy through the
first 90 days needs to be confirmed by your veterinarian.

To ensure a good outcome, it is wise to be cautious with your mare during her
pregnancy. Things to consider include limiting travel; providing nutritious
forage, but not overfeeding; making sure vaccinations and dewormers are
current; and not administering hormones or other drugs not specifically pre-
scribed by your veterinarian. 

The average length of pregnancy in the mare is 338 to 343 days. However,
normal gestation can range from 320 to 380 days. Don't become overly con-
cerned if your mare goes past due. Prolonged gestation is not generally asso-
ciated with problems or extra large foals unless the mare is grazing endo-
phyte-infected fescue grass. If your mare's pregnancy extends much past 340
days or you're concerned, ask your veterinarian to examine her to determine
if the mare is still pregnant and confirm that all is well.

As a conscientious owner, you probably have many questions about caring
for your expectant mare. In truth, you may be a little worried. Relax. With a
little TLC, your mare should progress through her pregnancy without mishap.
Following through with proper nutrition, deworming, exercise and vaccina-
tions will help ensure a healthy pregnancy, and you can look forward to the
birth of your foal with greater confidence.

For more information about the health and well-being of your expectant
mare, ask your equine veterinarian for the "Expectant Mare" brochure, pro-
vided by the AAEP in partnership with Educational Partner Bayer HealthCare
Animal Health. Visit the AAEP's horse health Web site, www.aaep.org/horse-
owner, for additional information about the expectant mare, as well as the
foaling mare and newborn.

New AAEP Blog Shares
Career, Life Balance

Experiences
Five veterinarians are sharing personal stories
through the American Association of Equine
Practitioners’ Stable Living blog, a new feature on
the AAEP’s Web site dedicated to helping equine
veterinarians balance the demands of career with
life outside of practice.

Launched in late February and filled with humor and
honesty, the blog is an exchange of ideas for equine
veterinarians from all backgrounds who strive to
make a home life and a demanding profession work
together. Topics have included bringing a baby to
work, rethinking the generational gap and defending
a less-than-traditional ambulatory vehicle. 

Stable Living bloggers are:

Beau Whitaker, DVM, of Salado, Texas, an asso-
ciate veterinarian who specializes in lameness and
imaging. He and his wife have two young daughters
and he is involved in the family’s small art business
when he’s not practicing. 

Jennifer Selvig, DVM, is one of eight veterinarians
at a clinic in the southern metro area of Minnesota’s
Twin Cities. She splits her time between routine
farm calls, in-clinic practice and treating racehorses
at Canterbury Park. She and her husband Berner
own several animals, including dogs, cats, a goat
and a leopard gecko. 

Betsy Charles, DVM, of Fallbrook, Calif., is a fac-
ulty member at Western University College of
Veterinary Medicine and is pursuing board certifi-
cation in radiology. She has been involved with the
Veterinary Leadership Experience and the
American Veterinary Medical Association’s
Council on Communication, and she is currently a
member of the AAEP Student Relations Committee. 

Charlie Scoggin, DVM, of Paris, Ky., is a resident
veterinarian at a Thoroughbred breeding farm. His
professional interests include reproduction, neona-
tal care, lameness and herd health management. He
is a current member of the AAEP Membership
Development Committee. He and his wife Kristen
have two children, Eliza, 6, and Charlie, 4.  

Erin Denney-Jones, DVM, of Clermont, Fla., is
the owner of a pleasure and performance horse
practice with a staff of two veterinarians. She and
her husband have a young son who often rides
along on farm visits. 

To read Stable Living, visit 
www.aaep.org/blogs/stableliving
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Benefits for Horse Industry
in “Mini” Jobs Bill Just Passed

Congress has passed a second jobs bill, the Hiring Incentives to
Restore Employment Act (HIRE Act), which includes an exten-
sion of the expensing allowance through 2010 and other provi-
sions to stimulate employment. President Obama is expected to
sign it as soon as he receives it.

Last year Congress passed the Stimulus Bill that included bigger
write-offs for horses and other property purchased and placed in
service during 2009. But these provisions expired at the end of
2009. The new HIRE Act extends one of the benefits, the so-
called Section 179 expense deduction for assets, including hors-
es, purchased and placed in service through 2010. The bill does
not extend bonus depreciation, which expired at the end of 2009.  

The HIRE Act also includes a few other provisions that may
impact horse owners.  

Expensing Allowance

The Section 179 expense deduction allows an owner who pur-
chases a horse or other business property and places it in service
in 2010 to expense up to $250,000 of the cost. This applies to
horses, farm equipment and any depreciable property used in a
business. Once total purchases of horses and other eligible prop-
erty reach $800,000, the expense allowance goes down one dol-
lar for each dollar spent over $800,000. 

To illustrate the expensing allowance, assume a horse business
purchases $750,000 of depreciable property in 2010, including
$650,000 for horses. That business can write off $250,000 on its
2009 tax return and depreciate the balance. If instead, purchases
were $900,000, the expense allowance would go down by
$100,000.

This provision would benefit any business involved in the horse
industry that purchases and places depreciable property in serv-
ice in 2010.

Other Provisions

The new legislation also includes provisions to forgive payroll
taxes for hiring unemployed workers and gives a business tax
credit of $1,000 for every new employee retained for 52 weeks
to be taken on the employer’s 2011 tax return. These provisions
are designed to boost employment.

Rules Relating to NAIS on Hold
New Animal Disease Traceability Program

On March 18 and 19, USDA-APHIS (United States Department
of Agriculture – Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service)
held a Forum on Animal Disease Traceability with State and
Tribal animal health officials to discuss the new framework for
animal disease traceability. Approximately 120 State and Tribal
representatives attended the forum.

During these discussions, USDA announced the State and Tribe
Working Group (STWG) will provide input on the traceability
performance standards, protocols for evaluating tracing capabil-
ity, and compliance factors.

USDA also stated it will publish a new animal disease traceabil-
ity section in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), which will
only apply to interstate movement of livestock. Within the regu-
latory changes, USDA plans to consolidate ID regulations for
disease programs under the new traceability section, define
traceability performance standards, and require official ID for
livestock in interstate movement.

The STWG is scheduled to complete the content of the proposed
rule in June 2010, and USDA plans to publish the proposed rule
next winter. There will be a 90-day public comment period, and
the final rule is anticipated to be signed and published during the
second quarter of 2011. A compliance date to allow States, Tribes,
and producers time to comply could be set some period (6 to 12
months) after the final rule is published in the Federal Register.

All of the above information and additional documentation relat-
ing to the discussions and materials from the Forum on Animal
Disease are posted on the USDA-APHIS website
(www.aphis.usda.gov/traceability/forum/index.shtml).

The level of involvement and the implications for the equine
industry are difficult to determine at this point in the process. It
should be noted that the focus of the discussions regarding the
new framework for animal disease traceability centered on food
livestock, and there was no specific breakout discussions on the
equine industry. 

The ESWG (Equine Species Working Group) submitted recom-
mendations in 2006 pertaining to the former NAIS (National
Animal Identification System) program, and those recommenda-
tions remain in effect pending any further developments on the
new Animal Disease Traceability Program.

We will continue to follow any and all developments on the new
Animal Disease Traceability Program, and we will continue to
evaluate its costs and benefits to the equine industry as more
information becomes available.
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The American Horse Council has announced that the theme for
this year’s National Issues Forum is “Emerging Diseases: a
Challenge to the Industry.” This forum, which will be co-hosted
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS), and the AHC, will be held
June 21 and 22 in Washington, DC as part of the AHC’s annual
meeting. The annual meeting will run from June 20 to 23 and
also include a Trails Forum, the annual Congressional Ride-In,
AHC committee meetings, and a Congressional Reception.

The emergence of a major equine disease can have dramatic con-
sequences for the horse industry. Such outbreaks have occurred
with some frequency over the last several years, most recently
involving Contagious Equine Metritis in 2008 and Equine
Piroplasmosis in 2009. These outbreaks have affected the inter-
state and international movement of horses, which is critical to
the horse industry. When barriers to movement are raised by
states and foreign countries concerned about the spread of infec-
tious diseases, this affects sales, breeding, racing, competitions
and recreation.

These outbreaks have caused USDA-APHIS and state authorities to
spend a great deal of money and resources to identify the diseases,
trace the horses potentially affected, and contain the outbreak.

The highlight of this year’s forum will be a USDA-AHC hosted
workshop that will provide an opportunity for the horse industry,
key federal and state authorities, and others to discuss how each
sector can ensure the health of our horses and the commercial health
of the industry in the face of emerging and re-emerging diseases.  

Major national organizations will be invited to meet on the after-
noon of June 21 with USDA-APHIS representatives and state
authorities to discuss a coordinated approach to the handling of
serious infectious equine diseases. The goal is to allow each to
share their perspectives and identify priority issues related to the
control of diseases.

On the morning of June 22 there will be an open session that will
include presentations by USDA-APHIS regarding their response
to different types of equine infectious diseases and a summary of
the issues identified the previous day. The AHC expects that this
meeting will benefit both the equine industry and USDA in shap-
ing how important equine infectious diseases are addressed in
the U. S. in the future.

In conjunction with the AHC annual meeting, the AHC will also
hold its first annual Recreation Forum. The recreation forum will
highlight issues important to the recreational riding community.
It will feature panels on building relationships with land man-
agers and working with other recreational users. The forum will
also include presentations by national equestrian organizations
on a range of recreational topics. A full agenda will be released
in the coming weeks. The AHC encourages all interested recre-

AHC National Issues Forum to Focus on Emerging Diseases

MN Board of Animal Health Program
Minnesota horses are at risk of contagious dis-
eases that could devastate the horse popula-
tions. This year alone we have contagious
equine metritis reintroduced and piroplasmosis

a tick born disease not previously seen in this
state. If these diseases can get into our population, any disease
can. Not only horses are at risk but all livestock. A contagious
disease in the livestock population could not only devastate the
animals but the economic impact on the state could be disas-
trous. Imagine for a minute if our food sources were contami-
nated, the prices of food would soar.

The Minnesota Board of Animal Health has started a project in
our state that will help stop any contagions. The first step in any
program to stop disease is to know where the animals are locat-
ed. This has two immediate benefits, it allows for a strategic iso-
lation policy to be enforced as necessary and it tells you where
to send people to inform the most critical individuals (livestock
owners) of a problem. With these benefits in mind, the Board of
Animal Health (BAH) under the direction of Dr. Paul Anderson
has started a 3-year project to identify where the livestock of
Minnesota resides. The BAH is sending people around the state
to count animals. This will be the first step in developing sound
strategies for disease prevention and control in our state. If the
BAH visits your farm, please help--the information is critical. 

ational organizations and riders to attend. The cost for individu-
als interested in attending the recreation forum only will be $25.

The annual Congressional Ride-In will also occur during the
AHC’s annual meeting. The Ride-In allows members of the
horse community to meet with their federal officials to discuss
important issues affecting them. All members of the horse com-
munity are encouraged to participate. There are many federal
issues that Congress deals with that impact the horse industry,
including taxes, gambling, immigration, welfare, access to trails
and public lands, diseases, and interstate and international move-
ment of horses. This is an opportunity for horse owners and
members of the industry to come to Washington and meet with
their Representatives, Senators and their staffs. The AHC will
conduct a free legislative briefing for participants on Tuesday
afternoon, June 22, at 12:30 at the Hyatt Regency Washington on
Capitol Hill. Anyone wishing to participate in the Ride-In should
contact AHC Legislative Director Ben Pendergrass at bpender-
grass@horsecouncil.org or 202-296-4031.

More information on these Forums and the entire AHC annual
meeting, including registration and hotel information, can be
found on the AHC’s website, www.horsecouncil.org or by con-
tacting the AHC.
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It is tempting to turn horses out into spring pastures at the first
sight of green grass, especially after a long winter. However,
spring grazing should be introduced slowly and delayed until
grasses reach 6 to 8 inches in height to optimize both the health
of the horse and pasture.

When horse pastures reach 6 to 8 inches, begin grazing for 15
minutes, increasing the grazing time each day by 15 minutes
until 4 to 5 hours of consecutive grazing is reached. After that,
unrestricted or continuous grazing can resume.

It is also recommended to feed horses their normal hay diet
before turning them out to pasture during the first several graz-
ing events of the year (along with the time restrictions). This
strategy should help avoid rapid intake of pasture grasses.

Why is this recommendation so important?

HORSE HEALTH
Change feedstuffs gradually. Even
though hay and pasture are both
forms of forages, there are signifi-
cant differences. Dried hay is
approximately 15% moisture com-
pared to fresh pasture that is 85%
moisture. The horse is a hind-gut,
fermenting herbivore that relies
extensively on the microbes present
in its gastrointestinal tract to be able
to process forages. The microbes
are a mix of different organisms that
work together to the benefit of the
horse. If the feedstuffs the microbes
are utilizing change suddenly, there
may be too little time for the microbial populations to adjust to
the change. Instead, large numbers of them die, while others
flourish, setting up a situation where toxins may be absorbed by
the horse, resulting in digestive dysfunction and possibly colic.
A gradual change from one feedstuff to another provides enough
time for the microbial populations to adjust.

Manage pastures to reduce the chance of laminitis. Laminitis
is a painful, disabling, common, and costly disease of the horse
and pony that has many causes. Annual incidence of laminitis in
the U.S. is reported to be 2%, but this rises to about 5% in the
spring and summer. Nearly half of all reported cases of laminitis
in the U.S. occur in animals at pasture. During photosynthesis,
green plants produce simple sugars. When sugars are produced
in excess of the energy requirement of the plant for growth and
development, they are converted into storage, or "reserve" car-
bohydrates. Storage of carbohydrates is commonly seen during
the rapid growth of spring. The vegetative tissues of cool season
pasture grasses (i.e. timothy, orchardgrass, bromegrass) accumu-
late fructan as a component of their reserve carbohydrate, which

is stored in the stem
until required by the
plant as an energy
source. The sum of the
simple sugars, fructan,
and starch comprises the nonstructural carbohydrate (NSC) frac-
tion of the plant. There is some evidence of association, and even
stronger evidence of causation between laminitis and rapid
intake (and total intake) of NSC. Furthermore, administering
high concentrations of fructan to horses has resulted in laminitis.

Why is so much emphasis placed on fructan and spring grazing?
Seasonal variations in pasture carbohydrates are well document-
ed. In European studies, concentrations of fructan concentrations
were highest in the spring, lowest in summer, and intermediate
in the fall. Because horses are selective grazers, and are known
to find feedstuffs with elevated sugar content highly palatable,
avoiding or restricting grazing in the early spring can reduce the

chance of rapid NSC intake and
laminitis.

Seek veterinarian approval before
grazing horses susceptible to (or
with previous episodes of) laminitis
as some horses cannot tolerate any
grazing.

PASTURE HEALTH
Pasture grasses need sufficient
growth before grazing is allowed.
Photosynthesis (the process of con-
verting solar energy to chemical
energy) occurs mainly within the

leaves of plants. If the leaves are grazed too early (prior to 6”
tall) or too often, plants can lose vigor, competitiveness, and root
structure due to the lack of photosynthetic ability. This will lead
to eventual die back and overgrazed areas being replaced by
undesirable plant species or weeds.

Grazing should cease when forages have been grazed down to 3
to 4 inches. At this time, move horses to another paddock or a
dry lot. Grazing can resume when grasses regrow to 6 to 8”. On
average, 2 to 3 acres of well-managed pasture can provide the
forage needs for one horse from spring to fall.

CONCLUSIONS
It is critical to slowly introduce horses to spring pastures. When
horse pastures reach 6 to 8”, begin grazing for 15 minutes,
increasing the grazing time by 15 minutes each day until 4 to 5
hours of consecutive grazing is reached. Following this recom-
mendation will help ensure both horse and pasture health.

Transitioning Horses to Spring Pasture
By Krishona Martinson, PhD, University of Minnesota
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Research Update: Stress During Transport
As most horse owners are aware, transporting a horse for any length of time is a stress
inducing event. Numerous studies have been conducted that document the negative
effects of transportation stress including, dehydration and respiratory illnesses. However,
there has not been a lot of research into effective methods for reducing this stress and its
associated consequences. Researchers at Texas Tech University, began to tackle this problem by performing two studies to
analyze the effects of transportation stress on the horse’s body.

For the first study, 20 quarter horses were hauled for 26 hours. The researchers
found increased levels of cortisol, a stress hormone, in the horses after transport.
In the second study, 30 horses were hauled for 24 hours. As with the first study,
the horses had increased levels of cortisol. However, the increased cortisol levels
were found to occur after just six hours of transport and remained elevated for the
duration of the transport period. The horse’s respiration levels were also elevated
during transport at the 6 and 12 hour marks but had returned to normal at the 18
and 24 hour marks. These studies confirm that horses do experience stress as a
result of transport, and that those effects are evident after 6 hours of transport.

This research was summarized by Kristen Cleary, University of Minnesota Undergraduate
Equine Intern.

Walt Westman is a well-known
Minnesota horseman. His parents
came from Sweden and farmed in
Anoka. He had three brothers and
one sister, all now deceased. Walt
celebrated his 100th birthday on
February 4, 2010, with a wonderful
celebration of family and friends. 

Mr. Westman started Hilltop Riding
Academy in 1936 at 45th and

Central in what is now Columbia Heights. It was a stable that
offered livery, rental, lessons and boarding. They had a show
team that competed. His son, Charlie, now a well-known DVM
practicing equine chiropractor, got so many firsts in hunt seat
and jumping that he qualified to show at Madison Square
Garden. The late Miriam Tschida used to hang out at Hilltop.
Ron Resch was hired to work there at age 12. Many of Mr.
Westman's students stayed in horses and are all over the country. 

He was drafted in 1942 and did basic training at Fort Riley, Kansas,
and ended up in Australia. The Japanese had taken the Admiralty
Islands just to the north and Mr. Westman and his fellow soldiers
retook those islands. He was part of the 1st Cavalry Division which
has since evolved from mounted soldiers to using more
sophisticated weaponry. His Division patrolled the
Mexican border early in the war on horseback. When the
Army stopped using horses in 1943, the horses were
shipped to a remount station at Fort Riley, Kansas, where
there was an officer's school. Mr. Westman bought some
of them at an auction. These horses had to be very tough,
about 15.2 to 16 hh, and obviously not bothered by noise
and commotion--bombproof. They were mostly
Thoroughbreds and cold blood crosses that had to be bay,
brown, or black for camouflage. 

In 1948, Mr. Westman had to move his stable to Rice Street and
County Road B, which is now Maplewood, due to the encroach-
ing development in Columbia Heights. With that move, Mr.
Westman was able to add an indoor show arena--one of the first
available in Minnesota. He built an outdoor arena in the natural
bowl provided by the valley just east of the stable and added a
cross-country jump course through the expansive pasture area.
He gave a start to the Northwest Saddle Club which is now in
Lino Lakes. He retired in 1977. In 1986 and 1987, he and his son
had a racehorse at the track named Trespass. He was a MHC
Horseman of the Year in 2002. He last rode just a few years ago!
He said he would like to start another riding stable and plans to
ride again this year.

There are still 30 cavalry horses at Fort
Bliss in Texas and there's an historical
reenactment group that tours doing
demonstrations. They've been at the
Minnesota State Fair where Mr. Westman
watched them slice watermelons with a
sword at a full gallop.

There are now 27,000 members of the 1st
Cavalry Division Association. He and his

son founded the Minnesota
Chapter in 2002. The Walter H.
Westman Northland Chapter raises funds for groceries
for families of service men and women in Minnesota.
Every other year there is a reunion at Fort Hood, Texas.
In the off years it rotates between state chapters. This
year the 63rd Annual Reunion will be held June 2-6 at
the Sheraton Bloomington where 1,000 members are
expected to attend. At the reunion, each unit has meet-
ings, the Chapter Presidents get together and there are
speakers. There are also tours, luncheons, banquet, and
a dance.

WALT WESTMAN CELEBRATES 100 YEARS
By Trina Joyce, MHC Director

Westman at his 100th Birthday
Party February 4

Westman receiving the
2002 MHC Horseman

of the Year Awad



For HHorse’s SSake May 20108

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES
March 9, 2010

Meeting Location: Nutrena Conference Room
Leatherdale Center, U of MN, St Paul

Board Members Present: Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Mark Ward,
Jan Schatzlein, Tim Bonham, Christie Ward, Marian Robinson, Dawn
Moore, Trina Joyce, Carol Dobbelaire, Glen Eaton, Sue McDonough,
Lynn Wasson, Judy Jensen

Absent: Tracy Turner, Tom Tweeten, Teresa Hanson 

Members/Visitors: Rick Dobbelaire, Jean Fredlund, Allison Eklund,
Krishona Martinson

I. Meeting called to order: 6:36 p.m. by Mark Ward 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors
Mark Ward introduced the aforementioned guests.  

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda
1. Tim Bonham requested Additional Requests for Funds be added under
new business.
2. Carol Dobbelaire requested a discussion of the MHC by-laws as it per-
tains to director attendance at the monthly meeting.
3. Mark Ward requested the addition of a discussion regarding Allison
Eklund as MHC legal counsel.
4. Teresa Hanson sent word that business card handouts will be available
and distributed at the 2010 Expo for both the MHC website and the MN
Horsemen's Directory website.
5. Glen Eaton advised there will be an overlap of the MHC and Expo
monthly meetings in April. As a result Glen Eaton, Darrell Mead and
Missie Schwartz will not be in attendance for the April meeting of the
MHC.

IV. Treasurer's Report for March was distributed by Tim Bonham.
Carol Dobbleaire motioned to accept the February treasurer's report, Jan
Schatzlein seconded, motion passed. Mark Ward requested the notation
"surplus" be removed from future treasurer's reports.

V. Approval of Minutes - Carol Dobbelaire moved to accept the
February minutes as presented. Christie Ward seconded, motion passed.

VI. Secretary's Report -Dawn Moore passed the current committee list
around to all Directors present. She asked that it be checked for accura-
cy, changed as needed and returned to Andrea Dubay at meeting's end for
updating.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

A. Written Conflict of Interest and Gift Policy- Mark Ward reminded all
Directors to be certain they have filled out the policy and turn it in.

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. EXPO - Glen Eaton reported the following: Promotion is in high gear
with full and half page ads in equine magazines and newspapers. The
Expo will have the insert in the St. Paul Pioneer Press the Sunday before
the Expo event. Kathy is working with TV and radio stations for ads. The
web site is up to date and is being updated as information changes. The
Expo will have a vendor booth at the Central Minnesota Horse Fest April
10-11 at the Benton County Fairgrounds in Sauk Rapids, MN. Ads for
the program are coming in and the deadline is about March 15. 366 com-
pleted contracts have been received with many more out to be returned.
The Coliseum and Livestock (Cattle Barn) is full and I feel the rest of the
buildings will be full before event time. International speakers are the
same as in the February report and are listed on the web site as well as
local speakers and demonstrations. Set up will start on Tuesday, April 20.

Changes are being made by the State Fair in the Cattle and Horse barns.
Everything is on schedule and we will be ready for a large Expo. The
next Expo meeting is March 30 at Byerly's in St .Louis Park.

B. Direct Funding - Christie Ward reported the following: 
Proposals to be considered today:
1. Mounted Eagles Therapeutic Horsemanship

Aggie Stroot, Executive Director
This therapeutic riding organization is based at Spirit Horse Center in
Brainerd, MN. They are requesting $490 to support the purchase of
seven heavyweight turnout blankets--one for each of their program hors-
es which live outside year round. They have identified State Line Tack
as a source of quality blankets at $70 each.

Proposals approved at the February 2010 meeting:
1. Victory Riders, Inc. - Shelly DeRosier, Director
This therapeutic riding organization was awarded $500 to support instal-
lation of an ADA-compliant bathroom in the barn they operate within.
The riders and volunteers currently use an outdoor porta-potty, which is
challenging for those who use wheelchairs. Some of the supplies have
already been purchased (toilet, sidebars, and sink), totaling $423. The
remaining funds will be used to purchase a small cabinet and mirror.

Direct Funding proposals approved for 2010 to date:
Victory Riders, Inc: $500
Total Direct Funding approved for 2010: $500 to date

C. Trail Blazers - Darrell Mead reported that he has reviewed the final
draft for the reprint of the trail maps. The booth for Expo is ready to go.

D. Legislative - Tracy Turner absent, information presented by Mark
Ward. Tracy Turner asked the Directors to list the bills regarding horses,
that are currently before the legislature, on the website and in the
newsletter. Mark Ward reminded all Directors present of the current bill
regarding Racino that is to be presented to the legislature this year.
Discussion followed. It was decided that further discussion would occur
only after additional information is received from the bill's author.
Christie Ward requested that in addition to all bills being listed on the
website, that a link be implemented to allow access directly to legislators
to allow them to express their opinion. Mark Ward reported there is also
a Horse Trails Modification Bill that would allow commercial facilities
to provide a trail pass for multiple riders. In addition, there is a bill before
the house and the senate regarding a new MN license plate that would be
equine related. Funds generated from this new plate would be directed to
the University of MN for research.

E. SHCAC - Glen Eaton reported the following: budget is currently
being drafted for the meeting in Washington DC. SHCAC is looking to
clarify the income and expenses.  

F. Disaster - Marian Robinson reported the following: 
Marian and Rick have taken DART (Disaster Animal Response Training)
and EAS (Emergency Animal Sheltering) classes that the Minnesota
Animal Disaster Coalition and HSUS had put together.  HSUS didn't charge
a fee since it was through a Minnesota grant.  Close to several hundred peo-
ple took advantage of the classes in Eagan (Fall), St. Cloud (Winter) and
New Brighton (late Winter). The last EAS class is being offered this week-
end in New Brighton at the NB Fire Station, March 13 and 14.

Marian contacted Carrie Hammer of the N.D. University Horse Park to
see how things are going as far as flood stages in Fargo.  She said "it may
be as bad if not worse than last year." County officials are very worried
about flooding this year because of the heavy water content in the snow
packs left on the ground and this very 'welcoming' warm weather we
have been having. With the shortage of hay this Spring, we may have a
hard time getting hay to flooded areas. We were told by one source that
the five-state area may have to get their hay from Canada.  

MHC Board Minutes - continued on page 9
www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com                     www.mnhorsecouncil.org                                              www.mnhorseexpo.org
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MHC Board Minutes - continued from page 8
March 16, 17, and 18:  Minnesota Governor's Annual Conference is
being held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in St. Paul where all county and
state officials meet to network on what to do for this year. Marian will be
having a booth that represents our idea of a plan for a holding facility if
there is no adequate housing in the area.  

At the MN Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters conference Feb.
27 in New Brighton, we had a booth with our plans and suggestions.
Quite a few of our handouts were taken so there was an interest in our
ideas. Carol, Rick and I were there to represent MHC. Dr. Mike Hennen
was a speaker on how to handle large animals--horses, cows, etc.

About a month ago Marian was approached with a request to be a volun-
teer on the Scott County animal evacuation plan that ALL counties
across the country have to have ever since Katrina. Marian has been
working with Chris Weldon, Scott County emergency manager and his
head volunteer Lesle Lynch mostly through emails. Marian was told she
was a wealth of information: how MHC got involved in the 1997 flood
and other incidents. When they asked if I knew of other volunteers, I sug-
gested Rick Dobbelaire and Charlie O'Brien for help with large animals
and small animals. My suggestion to use the Scott County fairgrounds
was a good idea and Chris is looking into it. The four of us had a night
meeting last week for 1 ½ hours and it was very interesting to get ideas
from all sides.

About a month prior, the Hennepin County E.M. emailed me to ask how
many horses were in Hennepin County for their evacuation plan. At the
time, Carol Dobbelaire and I thought 1,000-4,000 just in Western
Hennepin but Rick later figured that there's about 10,000-15,000.

Sometime this year, the annual event "Are YOU Ready?" will be held
at the St. Paul Children's Museum. Rick has offered to show their pony
at the ADC booth to show people how to be prepared for larger ani-
mals. As of yet, no decision has been made on what will be done for
that event through the ADC.

March 9: Today, I received an email from an animal control agent in
Eagan that the Wisconsin Horse Council is trying to bring a large animal
rescue course to the Univ. of Wisc. River Falls facility. It would be great
if one could be that close to Minnesota. Is there any way that the MN
Horse Council could do the same? More information at a later date.

G. Communications - Missie Schwartz asked for the newsletter dead-
line to be added to the bottom of the agenda permanently. The deadline
is always the Friday following the director's meeting. 

H. Budget Review Expo - Darrell Mead advised the council Directors
of the costs of hosting the rodeo and retaining Kathy Juhl and Linda Dahl
for their services.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Next Step for Property Tax Legislation - Mark Ward reported the
property tax bills supported by the MHC are identified as SF 2685 and
HF 3107 respectively. It has been recommended to the House Tax
Committee by John Haven. The Senate bill will be heard before the sen-
ate property tax committee March 10, 2010. There is the intention to
send out a legislative newsletter to update and advise members regard-
ing the Equine related bills currently in legislation. The title will be
Legislative Update. Sue McDonough requested this information be
available at the MHC booth at the MN Horse Expo.

B. New MN License Plates - Krishona Martinson reported that she has
developed an Equine enthusiast license plate that would support the
University of MN Equine research. The bill was introduced on Feb. 4 and
the hearing was March 8, 2010. SF 2411 is the file name for the Equine
Enthusiast License Plate Bill. The bill is currently tabled. Christie Ward
motioned to support the bill regarding the Equine Enthusiast License
Plate. Carol Dobbelaire seconded, discussion followed. The Directors
voted to support this bill and a resolution will be drafted.

C. Contract with Allison Eklund will expire in June. Mark Ward presented
the idea of keeping Allison Eklund on retainer with the MHC.  Dawn Moore
motioned to hire Allison Eklund on retainer after the completion of her cur-
rent contract. Christie Ward seconded, discussion followed. The motion
passed via a vote of the Directors. Mark Ward requested the Directors brain-
storm possible areas from the budget that could fund this retainer.

D. Report on KY's Proposed Legislation for Equestrian Use of Public
Land - Mark Ward tabled item until next meeting.

E. Carol Dobbelaire presented her interpretation on the MHC by-laws
regarding Director attendance at monthly meetings. Discussion fol-
lowed. It was requested that Andrea Dubay compile a list of attendance
for the past year. It was suggested that the use of teleconferencing/video
conferencing could be implemented. Discussion followed.

F. Tim Bonham presented a request from the MN Zoo for the funds to
support the MN Cream Draft Horse. Also presented a request from MN
4-H for an ethics in horses video that they would like to buy in bulk
(approx 125 copies at $1800). In addition there was a request from
Freeborn County (who had received a previous grant and mistakenly
spent the money on lime for the arena footing without a top covering)
they are requesting additional funds to rectify the situation. The board of
directors decided that all requests must be made via traditional direct
funding or grant request.

X. Mark Ward adjourned the meeting at 8:53PM. 
NEXT MEETING April 13, 2010 6:30 p.m.
University of MN Leatherdale Equine Center

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com                     www.mnhorsecouncil.org                                              www.mnhorseexpo.org

MINNESOTA HORSEMEN’S DIRECTORY
The Minnesota Horsemen's Directory is a free resource provided by the Minnesota Horse Council

to help you find horse-related information and services in and near Minnesota.

Use the Horsemen's Directory
Find a farrier, trail riding stable, boarding, lessons, tack stores,
and much more! Use the Events Calendar to find shows, clin-
ics and other horse-related activities. Use the new Jobs catego-
ry to find a job or skilled job seeker.

Choose a Category or Search
Find what you're looking for by choosing a category, or search
the directory. Once you are in a category, browse the results
alphabetically or by a sub-category or region.

Submit and Edit Your Free Listing
Help make this site comprehensive and accurate. Submit a free
listing of your Minnesota horse-related business or organiza-
tion. Once listed, you can edit your listing as often as you wish. 

New!! Jobs Listings!! 
Whether you are looking to hire or looking for an equine-relat-
ed job in or near Minnesota, submit a Help Wanted or Seeking
a Job ad here.

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com



Legislative Update: Horse Boarding
Property Tax Bill Cleared for Passage

The Minnesota Horse Council, with the help of its attorney Allison
Eklund and valuable input from members and stable owners from
around the state, participated over the last year in a statewide study by
the Minnesota Department of Revenue to determine how horse proper-
ty is classified for property tax purposes. The study revealed wide dis-
parity in classification of horse property across the state because of
statutory ambiguity and some misunderstandings about the nature of
horses as livestock and horse boarding as an agricultural business. At
the conclusion of the study, MHC sponsored new legislation introduced
this session that would amend the agricultural property tax classifica-
tion statute, 273.13 Subd. 23, to clarify eligibility requirements for
horse boarding property.  The companion bills, HF 3107 and SF 2685,
would also codify a recent decision of the Minnesota Tax Court hold-
ing that pasture is an agricultural product when used for grazing board-
ed horses, and horse training and riding instruction are services that are
"integral to boarding" and will not result in split classification of the
property as commercial-industrial. The bills have received favorable
reception and bipartisan authorship as well as the approval of the MN
Department of Revenue. The bills have been included in both Senate
and House versions of an omnibus tax bill and appear to be on track to
be passed by the Legislature and presented to the Governor before the
end of this legislative session.

2010 MEETING SCHEDULE
View www.mnhorsecouncil.org and

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.org for additional events

Minnesota Horse Council Board Meetings
Leatherdale Equine Center Center 6:30 pm

1801 Dudley Ave St, Paul
Located on the U of M St. Paul Campus

February 9 June 8     October 12
March 9 July 13 November 9
April 13 August - No meeting December 14
May 11 September 14
January 15, 2011 - Annual Meeting - Northland Inn

Minnnesota Horse Expo Board Meetings
Byerly’s Community Room 6:30 pm

3777 Park Center Drive St. Louis Park, MN

January 26 May 25 September 28
February 23 June 29 October 26
March 30 July 27 November 30
April 13 August - No meeting December 28

For HHorse’s SSake
Editors: Linda Dahl and Missie Schwartz

Publisher: Dahl Graphics & Printing
888-403-2060 www.dahlgraphics.com

Missie Schwartz
612-868-6041 bmschwartz@msn.com

For Horse’s Sake is the official newsletter of the
Minnesota Horse Council (MHC). Statements appearing in
For Horse’s Sake are those of the authors and not necessar-
ily those of the MHC. To reprint any material published in
For Horse’s Sake, please notify MHC of your intentions.
Full credit needs to be given to the author. Articles of rel-
evance to the equine industry are earnestly solicited. The
Minnesota Horse Council is a non-profit member-support-
ed volunteer organization representing all equine disci-
plines and breeds in Minnesota’s equine livestock industry.

Please e-mail or send potential articles to:
Dahl Graphics & Printing

39257 Taray Road Pine River, MN  56474
E-Mail: fhs-mhc@dahlgraphics.com

2010 Article Submission Deadlines
January/February     1/22/10
March                     2/12/10
April                       3/12/10
May                        4/16/10
June                        5/14/10

July/August      6/11/10
September        8/13/10
October            9/17/10
November       10/15/10
December       11/12/10
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Temporary Emergency
Equine Feed Assistance

(TEEFA) Fund
We are faced with a situation that has impacted horse owners and their hors-
es. As a result the American Horse Council has developed the Unwanted
Horse Coalition to deal with some of these problems. Rescues are filled to
capacity and some have had to turn away horse owners wanting to donate
horses they can no longer afford. We have all heard stories about horses
turned loose by their owners and left to fend for themselves. Recently John
Tackaberry, of Star West in Delano, started collecting donations to help with
the abandoned horse situation. He requested the MHC manage the distribu-
tion of the funds which are only to be used for horse feed. This is an effort
to offer an alternative for those in need to avoid abandoning horses.

Who will be served by this funding?
Individual horse owners can apply for this one-time-only assistance 
Non-profits are excluded because they have other resources available
to them
Boarding stables and similar businesses are generally ineligible

How will assistance be provided?
TEEFA application must be completed in full 
Qualified applications will be reviewed by the TEEFA committee to
determine what assistance can be provided
TEEFA committee will issue a voucher to be used by the recipient
for the purchase of equine feed and for no other purpose
TEEFA committe will work together with a feed store local to the
applicant for payment of the voucher

How can I help?
This program is solely supported by donations. Donations include: money,
feed (hay and grain), and mineral or salt blocks.

For TEEFA Application or to make a donation, please contact 
Carol Dobbelaire, 5438 Fairhill Drive SE, Buffalo, MN 55313,
763-464-4426, willowridge@ymail.com



Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 223

Plato, MN 55370
763-755-7729

mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net
www.MnHorseCouncil.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Annual Meeting
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dmoore834@comcast.net

Aisle of Breeds
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 Glen@MnHorseExpo.org

Budget
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@windyridgeranch.com

Certified Stables
Sue McDonough 651-699-8117

Communications
Missie Schwartz 612-868-6041 bmschwartz@msn.com

Direct Funding
Christie Ward 651-603-8702 malaz002@umn.edu

Disaster Response
Marian Robinson 763-588-0297 mariana_1820@yahoo.com

Expo
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 Glen@MnHorseExpo.org

Facilities
Tom Tweeten 952-226-4190 tnt@integraonline.com

Grants
Tim Bonham 612-721-1007 t-bonham@scc.net

Horseperson of the Year
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dmoore834@comcast.net

Inventory/Storage
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 Glen@MnHorseExpo.org

Legislative
Tracy Turner 651-351-7206 turner@anokaequine.com

Minnesota Horsemen’s Directory
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@windyridgeranch.com

Nominations
Mark Ward 651-436-6557 markward@windyridgeranch.com

Pioneer Award
Dawn Moore 952-949-6659 dmoore834@comcast.net

Promotions
Teresa Hanson 763-434-2799 trhanson2@hotmail.com

Scholarships
Trina Joyce 612-729-7798

Trail Blazers
Darrell Mead 763-420-3697 darrellmead@comcast.net

State Horse Council
Glen Eaton 952-922-8666 Glen@MnHorseExpo.org

Administrative Assistant
Andrea Dubay 763-755-7729 mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

Name

Farm/Business Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone                            

Alt. Phone

E-mail

Website

Brief description of your stable/business/involvement with horses:

Would you like to volunteer with MHC? If so, please list any
interest you have:

I’d like to receive the MN Horse Council newseltter, “For
Horse’s Sake” by:

E-mail (saves on postage and paper)
United States Postal Service
Please complete this form and send with your check to:

Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 223 Plato, MN 55370

Individual - $15
Family - $20
Organization - $25
Corporation - $25
Certified Stable: First Year - $35
Certified Stable: Renewal - $25
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Minnesota Horse Council
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