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Goals and Objectives of the
Minnesota Horse Council

w Promote and/or support equine
educational activities

w Improve communication in all 
horse related activities with the
general public

w Gather information of value to
equine related activities

w Distribute gathered information
as appropriate

w Provide expertise, consult 
and advise

w Establish, develop and enhance
equine trails and other infra-
structure and encourage their
prudent use

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

President

Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206
tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

1st Vice President

Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697
darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

2nd Vice President

Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798
trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org

Secretary

Missie Schwartz w 612-868-6041
missieschwartz@mnhorsecouncil.org

Treasurer

Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190
tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

DIRECTORS

Barb Anderson Whiteis...612-598-1696

Tim Bonham...................612-721-1007

Glen Eaton.......................952-356-2090

David Fleischhaker.........651-402-5512 

Kris Kelly.....................612-919-5146

Sue McDonough..........651-699-8117

Dawn Moore................952-949-6659

Kari Newman...............952-261-2030

Kim Otterson...............320-412-6389

Doug Persian...............763-242-5570

Marian Robinson.........763-588-0297

Meg Sax.......................320-761-3990

Judy Jensen, who is known by just about everyone, has been involved in almost every aspect

of the horse industry in Minnesota. Centre Pointe Stables in Delano, MN is her home where

they train American Saddlebreds and have a large lesson program. She was the Tri-State

Horsemen’s Association President for 7 years and served on the Minnesota Horse Council

Board of Directors. As a Washington County Fair exhibitor and spectator for 60 years, this well-

deserved tribute was an emotional one for Judy.

Judy was presented with an honorary plaque and flowers prior to the start of the Saturday night

English Horse Show. Congratulations for your dedication to the horse industry, Minnesota

Horse Council and to the Washington County Fair.

Judy Jensen was Honored

at the 2016 Washington County Fair

Right:

Judy Jensen and

Dan Dolan
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At the gracious invitation of MN Horse Council Board

Member Marian Robinson, a small group of Horse

Council members, family and friends attended the

Freedom Farm’s 9th Annual Polo Event on Saturday,

September 10, 2016 hosted at the BlackBerg Ranch Polo

Fields. The day was perfect! Sunshine, moderate tempera-

tures on beautifully manicured grounds.  

For many of us, it was the first experience of a Polo match

but the printed program and enthusiastic announcer

insured that everyone clearly understood not only the

“rules of the game” but the story of Freedom Farm

Therapeutic Riding Center and the important work they

do! This event is the major fund raiser for the Center so the

day was filled with not only an exciting polo match but

also fund raising activities including a

kid’s tent, carriage and pony rides, raf-

fles and both a silent and live auction

with very unique items. Generous

donor’s gifted hand crafted items, a heli-

copter tour of the Twin Cities, use of

vacation homes and many other special

items that made the auctions particularly

appealing. It was a wonderful event for

an important cause, and a perfect way to

spend a late summer afternoon.  

Freedom Farm Polo Event 
By Barbara Miller-Fleischhaker
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Thank Yous to the Minnesota Horse Council

Call for MHC Board of Director Candidates
Deadline is November 1st!

Each Minnesota Horse Council (MHC) Board of Director is

elected to a 3-year term. That means that the MHC member-

ship has the opportunity to vote to fill one third of the board

positions. This year six board positions are up for election.

Current board members whose terms expire on December 31,

2016 include: Tim Bonham, David Fleischhaker, Kris Kelly,

Darrell Mead, Dawn Moore, and Tracy Turner. The

Nominations Committee has not yet received any written

notices that any current board member does not intend to be a

candidate for election. 

Any MHC member in good standing is eligible to submit their

name as a candidate for a MHC Board of Director. A candidate

biography and picture must be submitted to the Nominations

Committee Co-Chairperson, Tom Tweeten, by November 1st.

Each candidate biography and picture will be included with

election materials that will distributed to MHC members in

December prior to the MHC Annual Meeting in January 2017. 

The Nominations Committee encourages all prospective can-

didates to attend monthly board meetings to meet current

board members and get a feel of what the board does. Our next

Board Meeting is October 11, 6:30 pm, at the University of

Minnesota Equine Center Conference Room. In addition, those

individuals interested in being candidates should visit the

MHC website (www.mnhorsecouncil.org) to get a better feel

of what the Minnesota Horse Council is doing. Board members

are asked to contribute to the work of the MHC in many ways

beyond attending monthly board meetings. We encourage you

to consider contributing to the success of the Minnesota Horse

Council by being a candidate and prospective Board of

Directors member.

Thomas Tweeten

Nominations Committee Co-Chairperson
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Recently, there has been a significant amount of interest in the

sugar content of forage grasses. Pasture-induced laminitis

(founder) can be triggered when susceptible horses ingest high

amounts of sugar or fructans that are naturally found in forage

species commonly grown in Minnesota. Susceptible horses

include, but are not limited to, overweight or easy keeping hors-

es, ponies, horses with metabolic syndrome, and horses that have

foundered in the past. These horses should have limited grazing,

or no grazing at all.

Sugar content depends on the weather, plant stress, forage

species, species maturity, time of day, and time of year. Any time

forage species are photosynthesizing (producing energy from

sunlight), the plants are producing sugars. When plant growth is

limited from temperatures lower than 40° F or from drought,

sugars normally used for growth will begin to accumulate in

plants. During these plant stresses, susceptible horses should not

graze. Minnesota's cool spring and fall weather can cause sugar

accumulation, and increase the risk of pasture induced laminitis

for susceptible horses. Anytime forage species are using sugars

for rapid growth during warm weather or during respiration

(using energy during dark periods) is a better time to graze.

However, laminitis in susceptible horses can still occur if

overeating is allowed. Better times to graze include cloudy days

and dark hours.

If the grazing is tied to exercise, consider using a grazing muzzle

to limit the amount of forage the horse can ingest, and restrict the

grazing to periods when the sugar content should be lower.

Specifically, graze between 3 a.m. and 10 a.m., on cloudy days,

and during periods when the night temperatures are above 40° F.

Grazing in areas shaded by trees or buildings may allow longer

access to grass as sugar accumulation will be less. Allowing pas-

ture grasses to become more mature should also reduce the sugar

content and will result in less (and a slower) intake. Grazing dur-

ing these times or scenarios do not guarantee the sugar content

will be lower.

There are other factors to consider that contribute to sugar con-

tent. Some pasture species have a higher genetic potential to

accumulate sugars under stressful conditions than others. These

species include timothy, bromegrass, orchardgrass, and most

cool season grasses that are commonly used in horse pastures in

Minnesota. Most forage species store sugars in the bottom 34”

of growth. Making sure pastures are not overgrazed will help

avoid laminitis. Forage species store sugars when they are under

stress. Make sure pastures are properly fertilized, and avoid

grazing susceptible horses during drought and in the fall when

nights are cool (less than 40° F). Keeping horses regularly exer-

cised and in good body condition will help reduce the risk of

pasture induced laminitis as well. Not all horses need to follow

these recommendations, but susceptible horses should. Some

horses should not be allowed to graze as their risk of foundering

is too great.

Frost Effect on Plants
By Krishona Martinson, PhD, U of M

Some deciduous leaves

can be deadly after a frost

or after they have wilted

due to broken branches,

fall leaf shed or storm

damage. Leaves that tend

to be most toxic are those

of red maple and cherry

trees. Identify all such

seasonally toxic trees on

your property, and keep horses from their fallen or frost dam-

aged leaves for at least 30 days. 

Even though these leaves are not commonly eaten, horses can

accidentally ingest them, especially if hungry or bored. Nitrate

toxicity can also be an issue after frost with some nitrate-accu-

mulating plants. Generally, this is only a concern with some

grass species where high nitrogen has been used and with some

weeds that are know to be nitrate accumulators like lambsquarter

and pigweed. It is recommended that horse owners wait up to a

week after a killing frost before grazing areas where nitrate tox-

icity is a concern. Prussic acid accumulation can also be an issue

after a frost with some specific warm-season annual grasses like

sorghum and sudan grasses, but these grasses aren't commonly

grazed by horses or fed in horse quality hay. 

Not All Horses Should Graze
By Krishona Martinson, PhD, University of Minnesota
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In order to meet the needs of the Twin Cities community, We Can

Ride (WCR) began offering Equine Assisted Learning (EAL) in the

spring of 2016. Prior to establishing programming in EAL, WCR ini-

tiated reaching out to partners in the community to gauge interest. It

was realized very early, that this is an area of need in the Twin Cities.

WCR promptly begin forming relationships with other like-minded

organizations focusing on improving the lives of individuals with a

disability or special need.

In addition to making community connections, WCR held a 3- day

workshop to train staff and ensure all clients served would be receiv-

ing the highest quality services available. This workshop was devel-

oped by the Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship

International (PATH Itnl.) who develops safety and quality guidelines

for centers around the world.

EAL is one of many new areas of programming in the equine industry

and has quickly secured a foothold among therapeutic riding pro-

grams everywhere. The equine’s exaggerated sensitivity to environ-

mental changes and prey nature provide clients with immediate feed-

back and learning opportunities that can crossover into daily living

skills. As a result of the equine’s non-verbal communication skills,

clients will learn how

their own non-verbal

communication affects

others in their lives as

well as the need to be

aware of their surround-

ings and present in their

bodies to ensure safety

around the horse. In addi-

tion, clients gain

increased  self-confi-

dence, focus, a strong

work ethic, self-aware-

ness and the ability to nur-

ture healthy relationships;

just to name a few.

During an EAL session this summer, we had the pleasure of

meeting Justin who was very scared to be around a horse.

At first he needed a great amount of assistance to even

allow the horse to smell his hand. With the help of his

instructor, volunteers and horse, Justin made great strides

that day and by the end was happily leading his horse with

a giant smile on his face. Justin gained a lot of self-esteem

and confidence that day!

After helping Justin in the EAL session, one volunteer stat-

ed, “The horse provided Justin with the ability to overcome

his fears, which he can use for future experiences. If we can

help make the world a friendlier place one fear at a time, I

consider it a success!”

During the 2016 riding season, We Can Ride has served

more than 50 clients from the community in EAL and has

seen immeasurable improvements in the clients we served.

We are grateful for the assistance from the Minnesota Horse

Council and excited to continue EAL and are optimistic

about future collaborations in the community and the

impact we will have on future clients. Thank you for help-

ing clients at WCR make big strides!

We Can Ride’s Equine Assisted Learning Makes an Impact
By Loveaya Magnus, We Can Ride Program Supervisor
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National Forest Trail Bill Approved

by House Agriculture Committee

Today (September 14, 2016), the House Committee on

Agriculture unanimously approved the National Forest Service

Trail Stewardship Act of 2015 (H.R.845). The bill, introduced by

Congresswomen Cynthia Lummis (R-WY) and Tim Walz (D-

MN), would direct the Forest Service to take several actions to

help address the current trail maintenance backlog that is

adversely impacting all trail users on many national forests,

including equestrians. The American Horse Council,

Backcountry Horsemen of America, and the Wilderness Society

were significantly involved in the creation of this bill.      

A June 2013 study by the Government Accountability Office

(GAO) found that the Forest Service has deferred trail mainte-

nance needs that exceed half-billion dollars, and only one-quar-

ter of the agency’s 158,000 miles of trails meets agency stan-

dards for maintenance. This maintenance backlog is causing

access and safety issues for equestrians and all trail users on

national forests.  

The National Forest Service Trail Stewardship Act would direct

the Forest Service to develop a strategy to more effectively uti-

lize volunteers and partners to assist in maintaining national for-

est trails. It will also provide outfitters and guides the ability to

perform trail maintenance activities in lieu of permit fees.

Additionally, the bill would address a liability issue that has dis-

couraged some national forests from utilizing volunteers and

partner organizations to help perform trail maintenance and

would direct the Forest Service to identify and prioritize specific

areas with the greatest need for trail maintenance in the national

forest system.

In the current fiscal environment it is unlikely Congress will

appropriate additional funds to directly address the trail mainte-

nance backlog. This bill will help improve trail maintenance

without the need for additional funding. 

The AHC is pleased the House Committee on Agriculture has

approved this important legislation.

The bill must now be considered by the full House.

Editor’s Note: Today, September 26, the House of

Representatives passed the National Forest Service Trail

Stewardship Act of 2015 (H.R.845). 

The bill must now be considered by the Senate.  

AAEP Foundation Announces Funding

of Research into Laminitis

The American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP)

Foundation has announced financial support for two research

projects investigating support limb laminitis, in which lameness

in one limb results in laminitis in the opposite limb. Subsequent

separation of the coffin bone from the hoof wall causes pain and

eventually displacement, either coffin bone rotation or sinking,

in the foot.

AAEP members have identified laminitis as the most important

equine disease requiring research. Support limb laminitis was

the type of laminitis 2006 Kentucky Derby winner Barbaro suc-

cumbed to while healing from a severe fracture in a hind limb.

In one study, Hana Galantino-Homer, VMD, Ph.D., Dipl. ACT,

at the University of Pennsylvania will investigate the alterations

that occur in the protein structure that supports the bone to the

hoof connection. Foot specimens from horses affected by sup-

port limb laminitis will be used to study how nutrient depriva-

tion and subsequent production of abnormal proteins (keratins)

affect the support structures within the hoof. The goal is to

understand the process of cell pathology in the foot to better pre-

dict, diagnose and treat support limb laminitis.

The second study, led by Samantha Brooks, Ph.D., at the

University of Florida, seeks to understand the response of the

cells in the support structures within the hoof. By utilizing RNA

sequencing, genes that respond to the abnormal support in the

foot will be identified and compared to normal feet.

Understanding the gene upregulation will help identify the

process within the hoof that leads to support failure. The research

will use real-time PCR to identify the production of inflammatory

mediators and enzymes involved with the pathology.  

“The generosity of many enabled us to fund these projects that

will advance the knowledge and help unravel the mysteries sur-

rounding this insidious disease,” said Jeff Berk, VMD, chairman

of the AAEP Foundation Advisory Council. “We are particularly

grateful to Starlight Racing partners, whose matching funds

challenge in 2014 in memory of its Grade II winner Intense

Holiday raised awareness and much-needed funds for the fight.”

Both studies will utilize the Laminitis Discovery Database at the

University of Pennsylvania, which has specimens from horses

that succumbed to support limb laminitis and from normal hors-

es. The database includes a wealth of information about the

affected horses.

For more information about the AAEP Foundation, visit

www.aaepfoundation.org. 
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WHAT IS A CONCUSSION?
A concussion is a type of traumatic brain injury—or TBI—

caused by a bump, blow, or jolt to the head or by a hit to the body

that causes the head and brain to move quickly back and forth.

This fast movement can cause the brain to bounce around or

twist in the skull, creating chemical changes in the brain and

sometimes stretching and damaging the brain cells.

HOW CAN I HELP MY RIDER STAY SAFE?
Sports are a great way for children and teens to stay healthy and

can help them do well in school. To help lower your rider’s chances 

of getting a concussion or other serious brain injury, you should:

• Help create a culture of safety. 

• Work with their trainer/coach to teach ways to lower the 

chances of getting a concussion. 

• Talk with your rider about concussion and ask if they have 

concerns about reporting a concussion. Talk with them about

their concerns and let them know it is OK and their job to 

report a concussion and take time to recover. 

• Ensure that they follow their trainer/coach’s rules for safety 

and the rules of the sport. 

• Tell your rider that you expect them to practice good 

sportsmanship at all times. 

• Teach your rider that they must wear a helmet to lower the 

chances of the most serious types of brain or head injury. 

However, there is no “concussion-proof” helmet. So, even with a

helmet, it is important for riders to avoid falls or hits to the head. 

HOW CAN I SPOT A POSSIBLE CONCUSSION?
Riders who show or report one or more of the signs and symp-

toms listed below—or simply say they just “don’t feel right”

after a bump, blow, or jolt to the head or body—may have a con-

cussion or other serious brain injury. 

Signs Observed by Trainers/Coaches or Parents 

• Appears dazed or stunned. 

• Forgets an instruction, is confused about an assignment. 

• Moves clumsily. 

• Answers questions slowly. 

• Loses consciousness (even briefly). 

• Shows mood, behavior, or personality changes. 

• Can’t recall events prior to or after a hit or fall. 

Symptoms Reported by Children or Teens 

• Headache or “pressure” in head. 

• Nausea or vomiting. 

• Balance problems or dizziness, or double or blurry vision. 

• Bothered by light or noise. 

• Feeling sluggish, hazy, foggy, or groggy. 

• Confusion, or concentration or memory problems. 

• Just not “feeling right,” or “feeling down”. 

NOTE: Concussion signs and symptoms often show up soon
after the injury, but it can be hard to tell how serious the concus-
sion is at first. Some symptoms may not be noticed or may not
show up for hours or days.

WHAT ARE SOME MORE SERIOUS DANGER

SIGNS TO LOOK OUT FOR? 
In rare cases, a dangerous collection of blood (hematoma) may

form on the brain after a bump, blow, or jolt to the head or body

and can squeeze the brain against the skull. Call 9-1-1 or take

your child or teen to the emergency department right away if,

after a bump, blow, or jolt to the head or body, he or she has one

or more of these danger signs: 

• One pupil larger than the other. 

• Drowsiness or inability to wake up. 

• A headache that gets worse and does not go away. 

• Slurred speech, weakness, numbness, or decreased coordination.

• Repeated vomiting or nausea, convulsions or seizures 

(shaking or twitching). 

• Unusual behavior, increased confusion, restlessness, or 

agitation. 

• Loss of consciousness (passed out/knocked out). Even a 

brief loss of consciousness should be taken seriously. 

Concussions--continued on page 10

Plan ahead. What do you want your child
or teen to know about concussions?

Talk with your rider about concussions. Tell them to

report their concussion symptoms to you and their train-

er/coach right away. Some children and teens think con-

cussions aren’t serious or worry that if they report a con-

cussion they will lose their position on the team or look

weak. Be sure to remind them that it’s better to miss one

event than the whole season.

CONCUSSIONS
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Meeting Location: Nutrena Conference Room – Leatherdale Center U

of MN St Paul

Board Members Present: Darrell Mead, Glen Eaton, Meg Sax, Tim

Bonham, Barb Anderson-Whiteis, Tom Tweeten, Kris Kelly, Missie

Schwartz, Kim Otterson, Tracy Turner, Marian Robinson, Trina Joyce,

Dave Fleischhaker, Doug Persian, Kari Newman

Absent: Dawn Moore, Sue McDonough

Members/Visitors: Barbara Fleischhaker, Molly McCue, Mindy Means,

Krishona Martinson

I. Meeting called to order: 6:35 P.M. by President Tracy Turner. 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda: None.

IV. Treasurer’s Report for July was presented by Tom Tweeten in elec-

tronic format prior to the meeting. June’s treasurer’s report presented for

approval. Darrell Mead motioned to approve the treasurer’s report as pre-

sented. Glen Eaton seconded, motion carries. Tom Tweeten presented the

Management Report/Statement of Activity. Tom Tweeten then presented

the Budget vs. Actual Annual Budget. 

V. Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the June meeting were presented

to the board electronically prior to the meeting, as well as in hard copy

at the meeting. Tim Bonham motioned to approve the June minutes with

the removal of two incomplete sentences and a correction to the MHSEA

committee report. Kris Kelly seconded, motion carries.

VI. Secretary’s Report: Missie Schwartz advised there is no report for July.

VII.  OLD BUSINESS

A. MHC Vision: Tracy Turner tabled. 

B. MHSEA Update: Dawn Moore advised the following electronically:

The corporate transfer side of things is progressing. Brigid has been

working w/MHC attorney, Allison Eklund on the process and that side of

things shouldn’t take much longer. Brigid will initiate a document where

the new members are added. The current board will officially resign and

new officers will be appointed. Laura and Dawn will meet over the next

few weeks to review how the registration process went, the necessary

action with the new schools and the upcoming “school registration”

process for the schools where this is required. 

C. Investment Update: Tom Tweeten advised there is no report current-

ly as they are waiting for a formal proposal from Keith Payden. Tom

Tweeten advised a CD remains at Key Bank currently. 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Expo: Glen Eaton reported as of September 1st Brenda Miller will be

stepping down from treasurer and assuming the role of rodeo chair.

Darrell Mead motioned to appoint Sue Suter to the position of treasurer

as of September 1, 2016. Tom Tweeten seconded, motion carries. Each

spring following the Horse Expo the 4-H has asked for more room and

now the Expo is going to accommodate them by letting them have all of

the Dairy Building. On June 23 Glen, Darrell, Dave and Jenny motored

to Waite Park to meet with Curt Baumgart and Hal of the 4-H. This dis-

cussion went very well and they liked the idea. We will send a letter to

all of the vendors in the Dairy regarding what is taking place and they

can then ask for areas in the other buildings. Some would like to move

anyway. We will not have the expense of setting vendor booths in the

Dairy building and 4-H should be able to sell a lot more. The 2017 MN

Horse Expo is taking shape with Clinicians and Demonstrators being

interviewed  by Kathy Juhl. The Vendor booth layout is processing with

a meeting to be set up with Hubbell/Tyner. We are planning a bang up

Expo for our 35th Anniversary.

B. Direct Funding: Mark Ward absent, no report.  

C. Show Facilities: Tom Tweeten and Kris Kelly submitted the follow-

ing electronically. We continue to network with people across the state to

list both indoor and outdoor venues to rent for horse shows. We are find-

ing many of these are in business for a couple of years and then either

aren't anymore or are not renting their arena anymore. This list will con-

tinue to be monitored for changes. There was a rumor at the last MHC

meeting that Washington County was building an indoor arena at the

County Fairgrounds. My sources have confirmed that there is a bid for a

120' x 300' non-insulated building that would be built over the existing

arena and not attached to the barns. The Washington County Agricultural

Society is trying to raise funds from grants and social media. At this

point, this is all I know and will continue to follow up with people that

are involved with it. If anyone knows of arenas, indoor and outdoor, that

are available to be rented for horse activities, please let me know so I can

get the information and add them to our list.

D. Aisle of Breeds: Glen Eaton  Trina Joyce passed a volunteer sign-up

sheet to all directors present. The Aisle of Breeds planning is in full

swing with horses being booked for stalls. Trina Joyce is taking care  of

booking people for the info table so please contact for your time. Set up

time is Thursday August 18 at 10:30. We do need help

E. Coalition of State Horse Councils:

June 12-15, 2016 ANNUAL MEETING – WASHINGTON DC

Attendees: Dr Tracy Turner, David Fleischhaker – MHC

Report prepared by Dave Fleischhaker

Sunday: 3PM CSHC meeting: Chair: Jean called to order. 2015 secretary

report approved as presented. 

Patty from Kansas is chair for 2016 fall meeting. 2017 fall meeting will

be held in KY. 

Dave Fleischhaker presented financial report: 14 states paid for Sunday

evening reception = $2750, 6/7/16 CSHC balance of $11,243.24. Budget

is currently being worked on. Website landing page is done and should

go live 7/15. 

Committee reports: CSHC/SHC surveys needs review and revising.

Reimburse for councils to attend meetings/1X ~$1500 501-3C (full report

at fall meeting).Committee meeting for Monday: Animal Welfare/Health

& Regulatory/Show/Racing/Recreation/Unwanted Horse.

New Business: Effort to protect horse land/identify local groups to par-

ticipate in national networks. Day of Horse decided all on a state level,

Subjects for fall meeting discussed, 5 pm adjourn until Monday 3 pm.

Monday: CSHC MEETING[S]

Animal welfare-Dr Black opened meeting. Unwanted Horse-Tracy

Turner gave report in June

Bailey [comm mgr] of EDCC [equine disease communication 

center updated that the sites has had 51,000 hits to date, more than 4,000

alerts sent this year, July 1 is activation date, funding still needed to keep

center going into future. 

Concussions in youth programs big and needs to be addressed further.

Truck/trailer laws: How heavy is rig? 26,000#’s is trouble in PA [per

Bud].Fed standards are low each of the states are all different –RV’s are

exempt. Farm B is working on this issue. AHC to investigate this issue

further

Helmut Safety Act: Warning label act – need to meet standard, AHC-sup-

ports bill to have “warning” labels in Hunt Hats, Motion passed – Ben to

do survey and proceed.

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMAN of AMERICA meeting, 10-11:30AM

Volunteers are covered by National Forrest INS when on the job, Every

citizen “owns” 1.97 acres of land in USA. FB position?? Open for dis-

cussion. Open land for riding is ‘big’ topic everywhere

MHC Board Meeting Minutes--continued on page 9

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES - July 12, 2016
Meeting Location: Nutrena Conference Room - Leatherdale Center, U of MN St Paul
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MHC Board Meeting Minutes--continued from page 8

RECREATION ISSUES: INS claims on Fed/State vs private lands. MO

has more claims on private than other two combined?? 

Hay Certification: Each state has different guidelines (very confusing)

Tuesday:

Time to Ride: Christie Schulte Market Manager, $100,000 Cash on hand

for prize/awards, 3rd yr, will need continued funding to keep program

viable. There are 23 members/partners at present. Target Girl Scouts,

youth groups, moms age 35-44 with kids 7-14 to participate in local pro-

grams. Mommy blog is a good site to push info onto. TTR has “how to

do” info available- check site for info.

Helmets – Hunt cap labeling must meet ASTM requirements. Helmets

MUST be thrown away if involved in a mishap.

Microchipping will be required for foals born in 2017. Reader is approx.

$250. Chip rules: EQ103.2 /HU102.2/JP100.2. Phase 1 = Beginning

2018 at all USEP events. Beginning 2019 ALL MUST be chipped, Cost

start approx. $20 and up depending on the vet doing chipping. NO -

#900’s as prefix can have duplicate #’s registered@ MYUSEP, Reg info

@ www.USHJA.org (U S Hunter Jumper Assoc). Senator Pat Roberts(R-

KS) chairman Senate Ag Committee gave brief welcome and update on

senate happening for the horse industry & forest land /trails.

F.  Grants: Tim Bonham advised the annual press release is being pre-

pared to promote the grants and scholarship programs. The current list of

recipients is roughly 200 entities. Dave Fleischhaker asked to have a

statement included that solicits volunteers for the various MHC pro-

grams. Tim Bonham advised the grant recipients from this year are

beginning to submit receipts for projects underway or completed.

G.  MN Horsemen’s Directory/Website: Kari Newman advised there

were 15,639 visitors on the Horsemen’s Directory website during the sec-

ond quarter of the year, down from 15,652 visitors on the website in the

first quarter of the year, with a total of 23,100 visits. The total number of

hits for the quarter was 287,199. Our average bandwidth for the quarter

was 1.55 GB/month. The average visit duration was 0-30 seconds, with

71% of visits lasting this length. 11.5% of visits lasted 30 seconds to 2

minutes. The most commonly used browser to access the directory was

Chrome (41%), followed by Safari (37.2%).  This is an increase of more

than 10% over last quarter, which leads me to believe that our website is

frequently being accessed through a mobile browser.  Connections were

most frequently made through Google (400 times this month so far), fol-

lowed by Bing (33 times), Yahoo (18 times). We did not have any major

updates on the website in the second quarter of the year. The MHC web-

page had 7,785 unique visits to the website during the second quarter, up

from 7,242 visitors on the website in the first quarter, which equated

12,566 visits. The total number of hits was 80,534. Our average bandwidth

for the quarter was 1.096 GB/month. The average visit duration was 0-30

seconds, with 83.9% of visits lasting this length. 6.5% of visits lasted 30

minutes to an hour. Our top downloads are our 2011 January/February

newsletter (11 all-time downloads), and our 1984 Winter edition of the

newsletter (11 all-time downloads---this is actually very interesting if you

have time to read it!).Our most viewed pages were the home page, the dis-

abled riding page, and the RSS feed. The most commonly used browser to

access the directory was Chrome (43%), followed by Safari (25%).  This

leads me to believe that many users are accessing the site via a mobile

browser. Connections were most frequently made through Google (121

times this month so far), followed by Bing (28 times), Yahoo (22 times).

No major updates to the website this quarter. 

H.  Promotions: Meg Sax advised the committee will meet on July 14

at 6 pm.

I.  Pioneer Award: Doug Persian advised the committee has chosen

Lloyd Landkamer as our 2016 Pioneer Award recipient. We plan to make

the presentation at the State Fair next month. Missie Schwartz asked for

an article to run in the July/August newsletter.

J. Scholarships: Trina Joyce advised the press release is in process.

Trina Joyce is updating the policies and procedures for the committee.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

A. Mindy Means, Krishona Martinson and Molly McCue presented the

new position created by the University of MN to promote relationships

between the state of MN large animal industry and the University of MN.

The presentation outlined possible collaborations with the MHC via the

Veterinary Summer Scholars Program, the Graduate Student Fellowship

program, Research, and Equine Community Outreach. The Veterinary

Summer Scholars Program is offered to first and second year veterinary

students as an opportunity to participate in research projects related to

veterinary and animal health initiatives. The cost to sponsor a student for

this program is $6,000 per student with a one year commitment.  

The Graduate Student Fellowship involves supporting a world class

research institute with multiple opportunities for cross disciplinary train-

ing and collaboration by sponsoring a graduate student for a summer.

The cost to sponsor a student to the Fellowship program is $50,000 cost

per year that is divided between the student’s stipend and tuition.

Commitment to supporting this program is a 2-year minimum. Sponsors

are guaranteed 20 hours per month dedicated to assisting the sponsor

with their programs. 

Research on Equine focused projects. These projects are typically funded

by grants from the greater community. The funding sources have

decreased recently. The U of MN has committed to $25,000 for 3 years.

No minimum to the funds donated nor the duration of the commitment. 

Outreach via collaboration with the equine community with education of

horse owners is another way for the MHC to participate in the new ini-

tiative of the U of MN.

B. Equine Science Society Meeting Update: Krishona Martinson advised

planning is well underway. On Thursday June 1, 2017 a tour will begin

at noon and travel to Canterbury Park, Ames Percherons, Cedar Ridge

Arabians and end with a tour of the U of MN Equine facilities and cele-

bratory BBQ. Krishona Martinson advised she has a desire to see MHC

representation during this day-long event.  

Announcements:

6July 15th is the deadline for submissions for the next newsletter.

X. Tracy Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:48 PM. 

NEXT MEETING: September 13, 2016 - 6:30 p.m.

Leatherdale Equine Building, 1801 Dudley Ave., St. Paul, MN

University of MN Campus

AHC GRASSROOTS MEMBERSHIP
An a MHC member, you are eligible for a special discounted American

Horse Council grassroots membership. Regularly $25, these special

grassroots memberships will be only $16 (when purchased using our

membership page Paypal connection) and will have all the features of

a normal American Horse Council membership including:

w Quarterly AHC Newsletters

w Free copy of the AHC Grassroots Lobbying Guidelines

w AHC Washington Update electronic news services

w Discounts through AHC Advantage Plan

w Discounts with Hertz and Avis

w Member window decal

w Unwanted Horse Coalition Updates

Most importantly these memberships support the work the AHC does

in Washington D.C. and helps keep individual horse people engaged

and up to date on what’s going on in Washington. We encourage you

to participate in this program to support the many wonderful initia-

tives of the American Horse Council. For additional information on

the American Horse Council visit www.horsecouncil.org.
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Newsletter Deadlines

Nov. 2016          11/11/16

Dec. 2016          12/16/16

Jan-Feb 2017      1/23/17

March 2017         2/17/17

April 2017           3/17/17

May 2017            4/14/17

June 2017            5/12/17

July-Aug 2017   6/16/17

Sept. 2017         8/11/17

Oct. 2017             9/15/17
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Oct. 11, 2016

Nov. 8, 2016

Dec. 13, 2016

Jan. 21, 2017

Annual Meeting

Feb. 14, 2017

March 14, 2017

April 11, 2017

May 9,2017

June 13, 2017

July 11, 2017

Sept. 12, 2017

Oct. 10, 2017

Nov. 14, 2017

Oct. 25, 2016

Nov. 29, 2016

Dec. 27, 2016

Jan. 31, 2017

Feb. 28, 2017

March 28, 2017

April 18, 2017

May 30, 2017

June 27, 2017

July 25, 2017

Sept. 26, 2017

Oct. 31, 2017

Nov. 28, 2017

Dec. 26, 2017

MINNESOTA HORSE EXPO

BOARD MEETINGS

www.mnhorseexpo.org
6:30 pm

Call 952-356-2090 for location.

MEETING SCHEDULE

MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL
BOARD MEETINGS

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

Leatherdale Equine Center Center w 6:30 pm

1801 Dudley Ave w St, Paul (U of M St. Paul Campus)
MHC Board Meetings are open, MHC members welcome to attend..

MINNESOTA HORSEMEN’S DIRECTORY

The Minnesota Horsemen's Directory is a free resource provided
by the Minnesota Horse Council to help you find horse-related

information and services in and near Minnesota.

w Find a farrier, trail riding stable, boarding, lessons, tack stores, and
much more! Use the Events Calendar to find shows, clinics and other

horse-related activities. Use the new Jobs category to find a job or

skilled job seeker.

w Find what you're looking for by choosing a category, or search the
directory. Once you are in a category, browse the results alphabetically

or by a sub-category or region.

w Help make this site comprehensive and accurate. Submit a free list-
ing of your Minnesota horse-related business or organization. Once

listed, you can edit your listing as often as you wish. 

w Whether you are looking to hire or looking for an equine-related job
in or near Minnesota, submit a Help Wanted or Seeking a Job ad here.

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com

Concussions--continued from page 7

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I THINK MY RIDER

HAS A POSSIBLE CONCUSSION?
As a parent, if you think your rider may have a concussion: 

1. Keep your child or teen from riding the day of the injury.

Your child or teen should be seen by a health care provider and

only return to riding with permission from a health care provider

who is experienced in evaluating for concussion. 

2. Ask your child’s or teen’s health care provider for written

instructions on helping your child or teen return to school.

You can give the instructions to your child’s or teen’s school

nurse and teacher(s) and return-to-riding instructions to the

trainer/coach and/or athletic trainer. 

Do not try to judge the severity of the injury yourself. Only a

health care provider should assess a child or teen for a possible

concussion. Concussion signs and symptoms often show up

soon after the injury. But you may not know how serious the

concussion is at first, and some symptoms may not show up for

hours or days.

The brain needs time to heal after a concussion. A child’s or

teen’s return to school and sports should be a gradual process that

is carefully managed and monitored by a health care provider.

To learn more, go to www.cdc.gov/HEADSUP You can also

download the CDC HEADS UP app to have concussion infor-

mation at your fingertips. Just scan the QR code pictured to the

left with your smartphone. 



MEMBERSHIP

APPLICATION

Name _____________________________________________

Farm/Business Name _________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________

Alt. Phone _________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Website URL _______________________________________

Brief description of your stable/business/involvement with horses:

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Would you like to volunteer with MHC? If so, please list any

interest you have: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

The MN Horse Council newsletter, “For Horse’s Sake” is sent

by email (arrives faster and saves postage and paper costs). If

you cannot receive it by email, check below.

q United States Postal Service - B&W

If you want to join the American Horse Council, we can process

your membership with a special discounted price! Check the

box below. More information is on the membership page on our

website.

q American Horse Council  $15/year

If you would like to purchase Excess Personal Liability

Insurance for yourself or your family, check the appropriate box

below. Note: Organizations, Corporations, Businesses and

LLCs are NOT eligible for this insurance. Read about this

insurance on the membership page on our website.

q Individual Insurance  $20     q Family Insurance  $40

If you have any questions, please call 763-755-7729 or email

mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net.

Please complete this form and send with your check to:

Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362

or join online at www.mnhorsecouncil.org/membership

q Individual - $15

q Family - $20

q Organization - $25

q Corporation - $25

q Certified Stable: First Year - $35

q Certified Stable: Renewal - $25

For Horse’s Sake 11October 2016

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

www.minnesotahorsemensdirectory.com                     www.mnhorsecouncil.org                                              www.mnhorseexpo.org

Minnesota Horse Council
PO Box 96 w Monticello, MN  55362

763-755-7729 w mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Aisle of Breeds
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@minnesotahorsecouncil.org

Annual Meeting
Dawn Moore w 952-949-6659 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Budget
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Budget Review-Expo
Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Certified Stables
Sue McDonough w 651-699-8117 w suemcdonough@mnhorsecouncil.org

Communications
Missie Schwartz w 612-868-6041 w missieschwartz@mnhorsecouncil.org

Direct Funding
Mark Ward w 651-436-6557 w markward@mnhorsecouncil.org

Disaster Response
Marian Robinson w 763-588-0297 w marianrobinson@mnhorsecouncil.org

David Fleischhaker w 651-450-6710 w davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Expo
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Grants
Tim Bonham w 612-721-1007 w timbonham@mnhorsecouncil.org

Horseperson of the Year
Dawn Moore w 952-949-6659 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Horse Welfare
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Inventory/Storage
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Legislative
Tracy Turner w 651-351-7206 w tracyturner@mnhorsecouncil.org

Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota High School Equestrian Assn
Dawn Moore w 952-949-6659 w dawnmoore@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota Horsemen’s Directory
Kari Newman w 952-261-2030 w karinewman@mnhorsecouncil.org

Nominations
Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Pioneer Award
Doug Persian w 763-242-5570 w dougpersian@mnhorsecouncil.org

Promotions
Meg Sax w 320-761-3990 w megsax@mnhorsecouncil.org

Scholarships
Trina Joyce w 612-729-7798 w trinajoyce@mnhorsecouncil.org

Show Facilities
Thomas Tweeten w 952-226-4190 w tomtweeten@mnhorsecouncil.org

Kris Kelly w 612-919-5146 w kriskelly@mnhorsecouncil.org

State Horse Council
Glen Eaton w 952-922-8666 w gleneaton@mnhorsecouncil.org

Temporary Emergency Equine Feed Assistance (TEEFA)
David Fleischhaker w 651-450-6710 w davidfleishhaker@mnhorsecouncil.org

Trail Blazers
Darrell Mead w 763-420-3697 w darrellmead@mnhorsecouncil.org

Minnesota Horse Council Website
Kari Newman w 952-261-2030 w karinewman@mnhorsecouncil.org

Administrative Assistant
Andrea Dubay w 763-755-7729 w mn.horsecouncil@comcast.net
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Out the Back Door . . .

Arm Chair Quarterbacks
We all do it. Not just the Sunday afternoon yelling at the

television. We offer our grand advice to friends, family,

neighbors, fellow commuters . . . 

It is very easy to be removed from the situation, yet offer

what we feel is the best solution. Why don’t they mow

their lawn more often? Why do they drive a Ford? Did

she look in a mirror before she left the house?!

When you do not know the whole situation or have all of

the information to make an informed decision, it is easy

to toss out an answer. We humans have a tendency to

revert to basic instinct and react quickly. Gut reactions

can be good, but they can magnify the problem.

Before you offer advice, I invite take some time, give

some thought, look at little deeper – out your back door.

Missie.Schwartz@MNhorsecouncil.org


