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The Minnesota Horse Council (MHC) advocates the humane treatment of all horses and believes the equine industry and horse owners have a responsibility to provide humane care throughout the life of the horse. However, a small percentage of horses are ultimately unwanted because they are no longer serviceable, are infirm, dangerous or their owners are no longer able to care for them.
The MHC believes that the processing of unwanted horses is a necessary aspect of the equine industry at this time. Further the MHC recognizes that the slaughter of horses provides a humane alternative for the horse with chronic discomfort and pain, or inadequate care and abandonment. 
The MHC believes that education regarding responsible ownership and management of horses will reduce the number of unwanted horses. In this respect, the MHC has joined and financially supports the Unwanted Horse Coalition. The MHC is the only state horse council that has taken this step. The MHC has financially supported and commends the efforts of equine retirement facilities and adoption groups.

The MHC’s position on horses destined for processing, is these horses MUST be:

• Treated humanely and with dignity;

• Transported to the processing facility according to the guidelines approved by the United States Department of Agriculture in 2002. We further support the proposed 2008 amendments to the 2002 guidelines.
• Euthanized in a humane manner in accordance with the guidelines established by the American Veterinary Medical Association.

In addition, the MHC recognizes that the human consumption of horsemeat is a cultural and personal issue. Thus it does not fall within the purview of the council, whose mission is to be an umbrella organization uniting and supporting all statewide equine activities, concerns and education.
www.avma.org/issues/animal_welfare/euthanasia.pdf
www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/pubs/pub_ahhorses.html
2008 USDA: "We are proposing to amend the regulations regarding the commercial transportation of equines to slaughter to add a definition of equine for slaughter and make other changes that will extend the protections afforded by the regulations to equines bound for slaughter but delivered first to an assembly point, feedlot, or stockyard. This action would further ensure the humane treatment of such equines by helping to ensure that the unique and special needs of equines in commercial transportation to slaughter are met." 
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