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Carol (Duthoy) Dobbelaire 

 
 

I. Minnesota Horse Council member for many years 

A) Disaster Response Team member  

    1) Assisted with Hurricane Katrina Relief efforts 

    2) A contact person for Wright County disasters 

    3) One of the MHC representatives at MN Animal Disaster Coalition 

    4) Make myself available to aid in moving horses 

    5) Make myself available to aid in setting up emergency relocation sites 

B) Grants Committee member   

    1) Two years as a member of the committee  

    2) Participate in reviewing submissions for grant monies 

C) Volunteer at Minnesota Horse Expo  

    1) Eleven years as a volunteer in various capacities 

    2) Three years work at the MHC booth representing the MHC to the public 

    3) Assist with set-up and tear down of booth 

    4) Assist the public by providing MHC literature to them 

    5) Sell MHC merchandise at the booth and keep track of money 

D) Other areas where I would like to volunteer 

    1) Publicity: I have experience in non-profit publicity efforts  

    2) Horseperson of the Year: I am able to objectively review information 

    3) Membership: I'd like to help MHC grow and to see it truly represent MN horsepeople 

        

        II. Minnesota 4-H 

  A) Hennepin County 4-H leader and volunteer for twelve years 

    1) Hennepin Hoofbeats 4-H Club 

       a) Chaired Tack Sale committee for ten years 

                  b) Coached Horse Bowl team to National competition  

     2) Wind Riders 4-H Club 

                  a) Leader assisting with formation and club development 

                  b) Coaching teams in Hippology, Horse Judging, and Horse Bowl 

               3) Member of the  Hennepin County Horse Project Development Committee 

  B) Member of the Minnesota 4-H Horse Association  

    1) Joined in 2007 

    2) Member of the Grants Committee 

    3) Looking forward to additional volunteer opportunities 

 C) Green Blood Award recipient in 2008                                                                                                   

     

      III.  Other equine activities 

           A) Co-owner of Willow Ridge Equine Refuge and Sanctuary 

              1) Established in 1999 

              2) Provide a final home for retired and semi-retired equines 

              3) Provide opportunities for youth to bond with senior horses  

  B) Owner/breeder of Arabian and part-Arabian horses  

           C) Maintain a herd of horses for use by 4-H youth  

           D) Education of adults and youth to develop a lifelong relationship with horses 

           E) Trail riding   

           F) Reading and other studies to learn more about equine nutrition, care, and activities 
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Teresa Hanson 

 
 
Teresa grew up with horses in the Pine City area. She credits her dad, who is 74 years old and still 

has horses, for ensuring she was bitten by the horse bug at an early age. She now lives in East 

Bethel with her family and six horses and operates a horse care services business. Teresa keeps 

very involved riding year-round and enjoys games shows and ranch rodeos. Her favorite pastime is 

taking kids on trail rides at one of the terrific horse camps around the state.  

 

She is actively involved in two saddle clubs, and The North Metro Association. She has attended 

MHC meetings since 1999 and currently serves on the Board of Directors, as well as these 

committees: Horseperson of the Year, Pioneer Award, Trail Blazers, Certified Stables, Promotions, 

Disaster, Inventory/Storage Comm., Direct Funding, and Grants. 

 

Over the years, Teresa has met many wonderful horse people in all corners of the horse world. She 

believes horse people are special.  

 

Teresa would like to see the MHC expand in its service to a broader base of horse organizations 

representing the horse community in the State of Minnesota.  She says “I would continue to serve 

as director of promotions in the hope to develop a wider-spread recognition of the MHC and its 

activities.”  
 

 
Biography 

 
Sue McDonough 

 
 
Sue has been a member of the Minnesota Horse Council for the past ten years, and serves as 

chairperson for the Certified Stable Program and also serves on the Direct Funding Committee.  

Under her leadership the Certified Stable program has grown measurably. 

 

She has been an active participant at the Minnesota Horse Expo helping in the Horse Council booth.  

 

She was president of the Grant Trail Rangers for five years, and was an active participant at 

meetings pertaining to the development of the Willard Munger Gateway Trail system.  

 

She has loved horses all her life, but has owned horses for the past ten years. She currently owns 

three horses which she boards at Oak Meadow Farm in Grant Township. 

 
… 
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Miriam McGurran 

 
 

I am a graduate of the University of Minnesota with a degree in Chemistry and a minor in Library 

Science.   I worked at 3M as a Literature Chemist.  I stayed at home to raise my children.  In 1991 

I returned to 3M as a part-time Tech-aide and am still employed there.  Horses became a part of 

my life when in 1993 my husband died.  I became an active member of Scandia Riders, learning 

how to ride, doing parades, trail rides, showing and serving on the Board.   My Breed show career 

started with an Arabian gelding and my horse breeding started with a Paint mare.  I showed 

Arabians for 3 yrs and switched to showing in the Paint breed, showing  to many National wins in 

both Paint and Pinto on a good Paint gelding, Hardly a Spot.  Due to a wrist injury, my show career 

ended abruptly in 2008.  I have a fine Varian bred Arabian broodmare, Lolita V and I am a small 

Breeder of purebred Arabians and Half-Arabians. 

 

I am amazed at the good MNHC does and how little the average horse owner knows about this 

group. MNHC helps the Equine industry at the grass roots level.  Because of its assistance, both 

financial and educational, MNHC is helping to provide the human bloodstock for all the other parts 

of the industry.  I would like to help MNHC “spread the word” to both horse owners and non-horse 

owners alike. Currently I am the liaison from MAHA (MN Arabian Horse Association) to MNHC. 

 

… 

 
Biography 

 
Marian Robinson 

 
Marian's first experience with ponies was at a very young age, screaming and kicking all the way, 

but when they tried to take her off the pony she didn't want to get off. She has ridden saddle seat, 

western, hunter/jump, dressage and cross-country eventing.  

 

She has been a volunteer with the Mustang Adoption Program for many years and a volunteer with 

Horse Expo for about five years. She also serves on the Grants committee.  

 

When the devastating floods hit the Red River Valley, Marian stepped in to help with the Equine 

rescue efforts organized by the MHC & WSCA. From that activity was born the MHC Natural 

Disaster Team which Marian now chairs. Marian has been the Captain of the Disaster Response 

team for the past 11 years (since 1997).  

 

The Minnesota Horse Council has many diverse personalities, and Marian states that being on the 

Board is a positive experience. Marian has been on the Board for six years and she says “I would 

be honored to be re-elected so I can continue on with the job.” 

… 
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Jan Schatzlein 

 
 

Jan has been working at the Schatzlein Saddle Shop since 1967.  The store has been in the family 

for 101 years.  She has been a saddle club member for 25 years and has long been involved in 

horse related organizations and activities, including being a member of DNR trail development work 

groups.  Her dedication to volunteering for improving the infra-structure for horse riding in 

Minnesota is exemplified by the fact that she has been the MRTUA (MN Recreational Trail Users 

Association) treasurer for the past twelve years. 

 

 Jan has shown horses, but her passion is now trail riding.  One of her current goals is to ride in 

every MN state park and state forest.  

 

Through her business, Jan has made and maintained a lot of contacts with people across the broad 

spectrum of horse interests.  Jan is interested in serving on the board because she believes she can 

help us in our mission to provide a common voice for Minnesota horsemen. According to Jan, 

“people from all different types of horse-related businesses and organizations should come 

together under the umbrella of the MN Horse Council and represent a strong front for the horse-

related interests in this state.” 

 
… 
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Missie Schwartz  

 
 
Missie has been a member of the MHC through the certified Stable Program since 1997.  She has 

served on the board since 2002.  Currently she serves on these committees: Communications 

(Chair), Expo, State Fair/Aisle of Breeds, Budget Review/Expo, Web Oversight, Trail Blazers.  

Missie also serves on the Minnesota Horse Expo board as the Chair of the Volunteer committee. 

 
Missie is a former distance rider who still enjoys a good work out on trail when not “chasing cows”, 

i.e. Team sorting or team penning.   2008 saw Missie nervously competing at her first breed show 

– The AQHA Regional Experience in St Paul, MN in poles and team sorting with her 22 year old 

quarter horse (and of course husband Brad). 

 
When she is not working, cleaning stalls or riding Missie is also active showing, riding in parades 

and working at the Hamel rodeo with her saddle club ~ The Trail Dusters of Hamel ~ and served as 

the 2008 secretary.  She has also worked with the University of Minnesota Extension Service Horse 

team as part of the Equine Advisory committee since 2003. 

 
Going forward Missie looks forward to further improving the communications aspect of the 

Minnesota Horse Council via the new and improved “For Horses Sake” newsletter and the in 

progress new MHC website.  She also enjoys working with all of the horse enthusiasts through and 

at the MN Horse Expo. 


