
MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL 
BOARD MINUTES 
APRIL 10, 2007 
 
Meeting Location:  Maple Grove Community Center 
 
Board Members:  Tim Bonham, Dan Dolan, Glen Eaton, Teresa Hanson, 
    Trina Joyce, Sue McDonough, Darrell Mead, 
    Marian Robinson, Missie Schwartz, Laurie Slater, 
    Miriam Tschida, Tracy Turner, Tom Tweeten, 
    Christie Ward 
 
Absent:   Dawn Moore 
 
Members/Visitors:  Carol Dobbelaire, Richard Dobbelaire, Judy Jensen, 
    Keith Payden 
 

I. Meeting called to order:  6:40 p.m. 
 

II. Introductions 
 

III. Additions and changes (Additions to Old and New Business) 
 

IV. Treasurer’s Report – Dan Dolan 
 

Motion by Glen Eaton, seconded by Tracy Turner, to approve February 
Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried 
Dan handed out the March Treasurer’s Report for the Directors to review and 
it will be approved at the May meeting.  Motion by Tracy Turner, seconded by 
Glen Eaton, to charge the bill from Katy Bloomquist to the Special Projects 
account.  Motion carried 

 
V. Approval of Minutes – March 

 
Motion by Tim Bonham, seconded by Miriam Tschida, to approve minutes for 
March.  Motion carried. 

 
VI. Secretary’s Report – Trina Joyce 
 

MHC received an email thanking us for our help from Curt and Linda Mann. 
Their barn burnt down and they lost one horse.  We were able to provide hay 
and feed for their surviving horses. 

 
 
 

 



VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Election Results – Darrell Mead 
Please find attached a copy of the letter received from Larson Allen. 
The following is a list of the candidates and the number of votes.  The top 
seven will take the seven positions that are open. 
 Candidate 
 Glen Eaton   117 
 Judy Jensen   101 
 Miriam Tschida    96 
 Mark Ward     87 
 Laurie Slater     87 
 Tom Tweeten     68 
 Trina Joyce     62 
 Cherie McKenzie    60 
 Carol Dobbelaire    53 
 Brenda Miller     51 
 Richard Dobbelaire    21 
Motion by Darrell Mead, seconded by Tracy Turner to accept the results 
of the special election.  Motion carried. 

     
B. Election of Executive Board – Darrell Mead 

Motion by Miriam Tschida, seconded by Sue McDonough, to wait to vote 
for Executive Board until the May meeting.  Motion carried. 

 
C. Travel Reimbursement Procedure – Tom Tweeten 

Review handout and send any changes to Tom Tweeten. 
 

D. Membership Procedure Task Force Report – Dawn Moore 
Tabled until May meeting. 

 
E. Nominations & Voting Committee Procedures  

Further discussion is needed and cross references need to be done with the 
MHC bylaws and the State statutes. 

 
F. Audits – Treasury (Dan Dolan), By-laws/Procedures (Miriam Tschida) 

No reports. 
 

G. MHC Regional Coverage Report – Glen Eaton 
Committee:  Glen Eaton, Tracy Turner, Missie Schwartz 
Glen has talked to Kit Davis in Duluth to get some ideas and the Duluth 
Saddle Club may be interested.  He also talked to vendors at the St. Cloud 
Horse Fest and they thought it would be a good idea.  It is estimated that it 
would take 2-3 years to get it going.  (Organization, divisions, rules, etc.)  
   

       H.  URL Addition – Tim Bonham 



  The MHC has purchased the URL for the Horse Council for one year. 
 
VIII. Committee Reports 

 
A. Expo – Glen Eaton 

All is going well.  Marketing is in full swing.  Clinicians are the same as 
the March report and the schedule is on the web site and has been 
distributed to tack shops etc.  The Minnesota Horse Expo had a booth at 
the Hennepin co-op show at Medina and the Central Horse Fest in St. 
Cloud.  All went well and the Schedule of Events was handed out.  Some 
new Vendors signed for the 07 Expo and some want information for the 
08 Expo.  On March 22nd the Pre-Expo meeting was held with the State 
Fair personnel with Mark Goodrich conducting the meeting.  The Horse 
Barn is full with about 400 horses which include the Demo Horses.  All 
inside Vendor booths are sold and most of the outside booths are sold.  
Advance sale of admission and rodeo tickets are being sold and the last 
day to purchase advance tickets is April 13th. 
 
The following is the proposed 2008 Minnesota Horse Exposition Board of 
Director:  Linda Dahl, Brenda Miller, Del Bauernfeind, Jennifer Buskey, 
Maggie Kuusisto, Darrell Mead, Missie Schwartz, Tom Tweeten, and 
Glen Eaton.  Two nominations are missing from the Minnesota Horse 
Council and will be recommended at the May Council meeting. 
 
State Fair Report 
The remodeling of the Judging Arena area is progressing and they have a 
target date of 2008 after the State Fair and that it will be ready for the 
2009 State Fair.  I met with Steve Poach and it may be possible we will be 
able to use the arena in the new building for the 09 Expo.  Of course they 
will keep everyone up to date. 
 
Aisle of Breeds Report 
Immediately after the 07 Expo the planning of the Aisle of Breeds will 
start. 

 
B. Promotions – Teresa Hanson 

Teresa attended the St. Cloud Horse Fest and received many requests for 
information regarding Expo.  A sign-up sheet was passed out to Directors 
to sign-up for time in the MHC booth. 

 
C. Direct Funding – Christie Ward 

The Committee received one application from Seeds of Hope Youth 
Ranch.  This application was denied. 

 
D. Legislative – Tracy Turner 

Please find attached report. 



 
E. Certified Stables – Sue McDonough 

Please find attached report 
        

D. Disaster Committee – Marian Robinson 
Please find attached report. 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Scholarships 
B. SHC Meeting Minutes 

Please find attached report. 
 

C. Banners/Flowers – Expo 
Motion by Darrell Mead, seconded by Tracy Turner, to purchase two 
banners and flowers to celebrate 100th anniversary for Schatzlein 
Tack Shop. 

 
D. Statement by Secretary Trina Joyce 
 

I acknowledge that I wasn’t re-elected to the Board at the Annual Meeting 
and now am re-elected, but I do have a few comments which are my 
opinions only that I want in the Minutes.   
 
I have been involved with the Horse Council consistently longer, I think, 
than any of you (Directors), so I have seen it evolve over those 25 plus 
years.  I have watched the first scholarship of $200 build to many 
scholarships totaling tens of thousands of dollars.  I have been involved in 
every Expo and watched it grow to fund scholarships, grants, direct 
funding and trails.  I have been coming to meetings even when I wasn’t on 
the Board because I believed in the scholarships and in the potential of the 
MHC. 
 
This was never a group that could agree easily, but what I’ve seen happen 
in recent years is increasing negativity, mistrust and downright mean-
spiritness.  I have seen people try to kick other people off the MHC or 
Expo Board for the lamest reasons or for no apparent reason at all, I have 
seen people be vindictive and mean.  I have seen it discovered that our 
budget was $100,000 off, requiring that we cut funding, I think, for the 
first time.  I have seen people get picked to pieces and harassed.  I have 
seen people be two-faced and petty.  I have seen people quit because it is 
such a hostile environment.  I have seen people not contribute at all.  And 
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 no matter how much anyone wants to deny it, I have seen the election be 
manipulated.  I am sorry, but I don’t see how people in Iowa or Florida 



would be actively involved in the MHC.  So there was no reason for them 
to join, unless they were specifically asked to, and then asked for their 
proxy.  And because we have never changed the membership categories to 
prevent it, what would normally be family memberships with one vote 
were turned into individual memberships for more votes.  There were 
several nominees I’d planned to vote for until I realized that is what they 
were doing.  It is all unethical even if there aren’t policies to prevent it. 
 
If we can’t all be respectful of each other and work ethically together for 
the improvement of the Minnesota Horse Industry than there is no point in 
our existence.   

 
X.  ADJOURN 


