
MINNESOTA HORSE COUNCIL 
BOARD MINUTES 
June 10, 2008 
 
Meeting Location:  Nutrena Conference Room – Leatherdale Center U of MN St Paul 
 
Board Members 
Present: Tim Bonham, Dan Dolan, Glen Eaton, Teresa Hanson, 

Judy Jensen, Trina Joyce, Darrell Mead, Dawn Moore, 
Missie Schwartz, Laurie Slater, Tracy Turner, Tom 
Tweeten, Christie Ward, Marian Robinson, Lynn Wasson 

 
Absent: Sue McDonough, Mark Ward 
 
Members/Visitors: Steve Pooch and Kay Cady representing the MN State 

Foundation  
 

I. Meeting called to order:  6:27 p.m. by President Dan Dolan  
 

II. Introduction of Board Members/Visitors   
 

1. Steve Pooch introduced the concept of a new judging complex on the MN 
State Fairgrounds. He also discussed the drawbacks and limitations to the 
current facilities. Kay Cady is the Executive Director and is pursuing 
leadership funding (hopefully, from the MHC) for the new seven million 
dollar judging arena, stall annex and exercise area. Preliminary 
architectural drawings were distributed and MHC was asked to contribute 
thoughts and ideas on the project as well as $500,000.   

   
 

III. Call for Additions/Changes to Agenda 
1. Darrell Mead requested mileage be added under New Business. 
2. Tim Bonham requested Trails Ammendment be added under New 

Business. 
3. Dawn Moore requested Website Listings be added under New Business. 

 
IV. Treasurer’s Report (May 13) – Dawn Moore motioned to accept the July 

report , Glen Eaton seconded , the motion passed.  
 

V. Approval of Minutes – July. Item was omitted during meeting. Will be an 
item on the October agenda.. 

 
VI. Secretary’s Report –Dawn Moore reported the updated committee list will be 

available this week and will be emailed to everyone for review prior to being 
published in the newsletter and on the website.  The final numbers on the 
renewals sent out in July are as follows: 83 membership renewals were mailed 



at a cost of $35.28, 24 renewals resulted in a profit of $549.72. The remainder 
of those individuals who had not renewed prior to 9/8/08 were dropped of the 
membership and mailing lists. The updated membership list is available and 
has been supplied to Linda Dahl for mailing purposes.. 

 
VII.  OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. SHCAC Meeting. A cover letter and registration form was 
send to the American Horse Council and to Carrie at 
Rutger’s University to be mailed to all Horse Councils etc. 
The agenda will follow shortly.  Andrea has volunteered to 
be at the registration desk starting at 3:00 PM on Friday, 
November 7

th
.  I will be there to help and Dan will be 

present to welcome people to Minnesota.  A reception will 
be held on Friday evening with a meeting to follow.  This 
SHACA will be filled with a lot of information and as other 
states have ask that we get more meat into the fall meetings 
and I think we have done that.  Information is posted on the 
Minnesota Horse Council Web Site as well as the SHCAC  
Site which is WWW.STATEHORSECOUNCILS.ORG.  

Glen Eaton motioned for the MHC to pay the $75 
registration fee for all MHC and MN Horse Expo board 
members, Tim Bonham seconded, the motion passed. 

 

 
B. Website/Horseman’s Directory – No report – absent. It was stated that 

Mark Ward is trying to coordinate a conference call to discuss content for 
both projects. 

  
 

VIII. Committee Reports 
 

A. EXPO/Aisle of Breeds – Glen EatonOn August 29
th

 about 500 contract 
packages were mailed to 08 Vendor booth and Stall renters. About 15 
gave been completed and returned and the first bank deposit was made 
yesterday.  The second mailing to the balance of the mailing list will be 
mailed on October 25

th
. Promotion has started with a full page ad in the 

Horse Show magazine at the Minnesota State Fair. We will have a Vendor 
booth at the Minnesota Horsefest October 11

th
 and 12

th
 at the Minnesota 

State Fairgrounds and also at the Central Minnesota Horse Expo in St. 



Cloud the first part of April. The Web Site will be up dated as more 
information is received.   Clinicians are being interviewed and we should 
have two Key Note speakers booked shortly.  The next Expo meeting is 
September 30

th
 at Pearson’s Restaurant in Edina. Any one is invited to 

attend. 

     The Aisle of Breeds display at the Minnesota State Fair was huge success 
for both Council and Expo. Many information sheets for the 09 Expo was 
handed out as well as about 2,500 shopping bags.  The Horse Stalls were 
full most of the time and aisle was jammed most of the time.  It is felt that 
this a great display and a great place to get information out to people.  We 
ran out Certified Stable information sheets which is quite popular.  Many 
inquires came to get information for stables to give riding lessons etc. We 
could have used more Expo and Council Directors and Staff members at 
the information table but all in all everything went well.  I want to thank 
Dan, Darrell, Tom, Tim and Jeff for helping set up and Dan, Tom, Tim, 
and Jeff for taking down the display.  Some changes will be made for the 
09 Minnesota State Fair Aisle of Breeds display.  Also I want to thank 
Darrell for being early one morning with grand son Brandon and then 
opening up the next morning.  This one area where help is needed. 

 

B. 
Direct Funding – Christie Ward Direct Funding Committee Report 
September 9, 2008 
Proposals approved at July 2008 meeting: 
1. MN LINC, Inc. 
Tanya Welsch, Education Director 
Long Lake, MN 
This therapeutic riding organization was awarded $350 to support the purchase 
of a vaulting surcingle for use in mounted exercises. 
2. We Can Ride 
Tom Bezek, Executive Director 
Minnetonka, MN 
This therapeutic riding organization was awarded $350 to support the purchase 
of specialized saddle pads for use with adaptive tack used in their program. 
Proposals to be considered today: 
1. MN LINC, Inc. 
Kayla Ross, Washington County 4-H Horse Bowl Team Captain 
This group of 4 students and their parents is requesting $500 to offset travel 
expenses and entry fees associated with participation in the National 4-H Horse 
Bowl contest. This event will be held in association with the Quarter Horse 
Congress in Columbus, OH on October 14, 2008. 
Direct Funding proposals approved for 2008 to date: 
Silver Spurs 4-H Club: $500 
Minnesota POA Club: $500 
University of Minnesota Horse Extension Program: $478 
Fillmore County 4-H Horse Project: $500 
Cass County Agricultural Society: $500 



Cottonwood County 4-H Horse Project: $500 
Steele County 4-H Horse Project: $500 
MN LINC, Inc.: $350 
We Can Ride: $350 
Total Direct Funding approved for 2008: $4178 to date 

 
C. Scholarships- Trina Joyce reported that there have been several 
inquiries into scholarships, however, no applications have been received . 
Applications are due November 1, 2008.  
 
D. Grants- Tim Bonham reported that they received two thank you notes 
for prior grants received and approved. There are currently requests for 
grants coming in, they will be reviewed and considered by the committee. 
 

.E. Promotions- Teresa Hanson reported the following: 
Horse Expo in April:  Very large volume of people stopping by 

this year.  Most of them had questions about the programs and trails.  Not 
too many inquiries on the “slaughter” issue, although we were prepared 
with a handout of information if needed (attached, red). 

Thank You to everyone who volunteered their time in any way!  
Things ran very smoothly!  We sold a lot of items with the MHC logo.  A 
report on the amount was given at the May meeting.  

 
Things going on the last several months:  MHC was asked to 

sponsor a banner at the Broken Bit Arena Barnes Rodeo in May, and we 
did that for $500.  That paid for a large banner along the inside of the 
arena fence, our name mentioned throughout the event and our logo added 
to t-shirts worn by everyone working at the event. 

 
There have been various happenings such as clinics, open houses 

and 4H fundraising events in which the MHC has donated a few items for 
a silent auction or door prize. 

The items donated are t-shirts, small duffels, or a vest, which is 
always accompanied by a supply of the MHC brochures and trail maps.  If 
any directors are aware of an upcoming event we could donate items for 
more exposure, PLEASE tell me. 

 
We are now advertising in 4 equine publications, Horsin’ Around, 

Horse & Family, Midwest Horse Digest, and  The Valley Equestrian 
(examples of mags available). 

We ran some exposure in the Minnesota State Fair Horse Show 
Program, and will run something in the program for WSCA’s Champ 
Show in two weeks. 

 
The MHC attended the Central MN Spring Horse Fest in early 

April, and The MHC will be present at the two remaining horse fests in 
MN this year: 



Lakes Region Horse Fest in Little Falls, Sept 20-21, and Minnesota 
Equifest at the State Fairgrounds, Oct 11-12. 

 
Tonight I will have available MHC brochures and trail maps for all 

directors.  Keep them in your vehicle, trailer, or place of business and 
offer information to every person you meet.  Thank You. 

 
 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Mileage- Darrell Mead brought to the attention of the board 
that the new federal mileage rate is 58.5 cents per mile. 
Darrell motioned for the MHC rate to be raised to reflect 
the change in the federal rate. Tim Bonham seconded. 
Discussion followed after which it was decided that the 
policies of MHC regarding mileage and rate changes will 
be reviewed prior to any change to the current MHC 
mileage rate of 50.5 cents per mile. The motion was left on 
the table. 

B. Trails Ammendment- Tim Bonham passed around a 
brochure asking everyone to familiarize themselves with 
the subject matter. 

C. Website Listings- Dawn Moore would like the board to 
clarify what equine related material will be posted on the 
website. Discussion followed. Item will be an item on the 
October agenda. 

X. OTHER 
XI. ADJOURNED at 9:15 PM 
 

NEXT MEETING 
October, 2008 

6:30 p.m. 
NUTRENA CONFERENCE CENTER 
Leatherdale Center – U of MN 

 St Paul MN  
 

 


