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NEW MEMBERS
A special welcome to our new members: Jane Rietveld (Jante Morgan Farm)
and Mary Alexander (M. Alexander & Associates), and Barbara Soukup.

EXPO

Even with our greatly expanded expenses for 1984--bigger floor, bigger
arena, reception, extra speakers, etc.--the MHC considers this year's
event a success. We didn't make a large profit but we learned a lot and
have big ideas in the works for 1986 or 1987 and beyond. But for 1985,

we also have changes. First, Dick and Nancy Duggan are taking a well-
deserved rest from their heavy involvement in the past three events. Many,
many thanks to the Duggans for the use of their facilities and their
devoted hours of invaluable assistance for those super shows. The new Board
of Directors of Expo is composed of the following: Kathy Juhl (Pres.):
Verne Greenlee (VP); Sharon Schroeder (Sec'y); Chuck Macnamara (Tres.)

and Alice Macnamara. Old Expo directors are on tap for an smooth trans-
ition and to help out as needed. The Expo corporate address has been
changed to the same address presently used by the MHC. A office address
will be established in the near future. The temporary telephone number

is 612/472-4919, The new staff is already hard at work. We will tell

you of their plans as they become confirmed.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY]

1985 will be the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Minnesota
Saddle Horse Owners and Breeders Association--the forerunner of the MHC.
We must have a celebration!

NEW _DIRECTORS

Five directorships in the MHC will open in December. Dale Froyum has indi-
cated that he will not seek re-election. There may be one other. Please
help us find a few good candidates that we can put on our ballot. Please
remember too that our Expo Committee is composed of five directors from
the MHC Board who are willing to commit themselves to putting on a super
show. We need people who are willing to work in this exciting and promis-
sing event. Additionally, as monies become available, the MHC would like
to approach the legislature regarding certain matters that affect us all.
For this we need individuals with expertise and a willingness to help

us achieve our goals. Working together, we can only strengthen our fast-
growing horse industry. Please help.

HORSEMAN OF THE YEAR

Please remember to submit your nominations for the 1984 Minnesota Horseman
(or Horsewoman) of the Year. We must receive them by October 1 for con-
sideration. Send to the Nominations Committee, c/o MHC. (You need not

be a MHC member to do this.)

EQUINE RESEARCH RIDE .

The June 2-3, 1984, Ride for Equine Research (held in Pilliger) was very
well attended by riders from several states. Interest in endurance and
competitive rides is definitely increasing. It seems only a few years
ago that we had only about eight endurance riders participating; now we
are pushing into the 30s, 40s and 50s. The 9th annual MHC River Ride is
scheduled for August 11-12 at Jordan, and the 4th annual Hennepin County

Park Ride is set for October 13-14, Call Director Sharon Schroeder for
more info.

DIRECTORY

The Minnesota Horsemen's Directory for 1984-85 is ready for sale. The
first book contained 320 pages of information; this ong contains closer
to 470 (although photographically reduced to 200)! Some sections were
doubled up; some sections had to be left out this time around (annual
events, who's who, feeds, etc.) because of prohibitive cost, but some
new sections were added which I think you will like. (A supplement is

g%ggzg?)in two years which, hopefully, will contain the section on annual




RACING I : '

The last Quarterly stated that Rick Evans would be leaving the MN Racing
Commission as Executive Secretary. Since that time he has been persuaded
by the Commissioners to stay on indefinitely as Executive Secretary.
Second in command is David Freeman, former Executive Secretary of the:
Manitoba Racing Commission at Winnipeg. A

RACING II: '
The last we heard, everything is on schedule with construction of the’
new race track at Shakopee. June 29, 1985, is the scheduled opening day
for Thoroughbred racing. If they delay, it will cost $5,000/day in penal-
ties. And the Minnesota Thoroughbred Association: Two years ago they
had 60 members; today they have more than 400 and growing rapidly!
Finally, the Shakopee Race Track has hired Stan Bowker as its general
manager. Mr. Bowker spent the last 16 years (very successfully) at
Ak-Sar-Ben Race Track in Omaha. He states that Shakopee "will certainly
be one of the five major Midwest tracks, along with those at Chicago,
Omaha, Louisiana and Churchill Downs.” (Mpls. Star & Tribune, 6/28/84).
He added that the Shakopee track will offer more money to winning horses
than . . . Winnipeg, Detroit & Louisville, and that the new track should
offer winners' purses within three years that are competitive with those
tracks at Chicago and Omaha. (St. Paul Pioneer Press 6/28/84)

RACING III :

Include among the stables converting to horse racing needs: J & R Stables
(Malkerson's) at Chaska will be closing their general boarding facilities
in October ané switching to Thoroughbred layups with an exercise track.

EVENTING

In 1970 there were 56 registered events of this type with 2,651 horses
competing. In 1981 the number of events increased to 17,212 horses.
Michal McClure, head of the North American Oldenburg Sporthorse Associa-
tion, stated these figures for Eventing: He estimates (in 1982) 30,000
serious competitive riders consisting of approximately 15% men and 85%
women; the average age of the riders is 31; the average annual household
(combined) income is $52,000; the major horse used is the U.S. Thorough-
bred; the average price paid (in 1981) by these . -ders for their horses
was $4,500; but the highest figure paid by an Ame. can was $700,000 for
a jumper. (Midwest Equine Market & Horseman's Guide, 11/82).

NEW PUBLICATION

HorseScope is being published by Peg & Bill McGrath of Dakota County.
One of tEeir recent publications (date unknown) stated the following
statistics (according to the County Extension Agents: Dakota County has
over 7,500 horses; Scott County 1,500, Goodhue County 1,500, Rice County
900.

STATE CAPITOL

Have you ever looked closely at the Minnesota State Capitol Building?

At the base of the dome in front of the building is a sculpture group )
of four horses with chariot in gold leaf (often called the "Gold Horses)."
It is the work of Daniel Chester French and Edward Potter entitled "The
Progress of the State." The quadriga symbolizes the triumph of government
and prosperity. Beautiful!

ENTEROLITHS .

Wes Schroeder, D.V.M., exhibited some of these stones at his cligic the
other day. There were a number of them--some a good six inches in
diameter (and heavy!)--that were surgically taken (in multiple quantities
in some cases) from a horse's gut. Wes stated that x-rays of the_stones
all showed a very small foreign element at its core, thus suggesting that
the horse was forming hard deposits around these ingested item. .Be added
that the gut becomes smaller toward the tail and thus the horge is unable
to excrete them; thus colics. Horse Country (8/84) gls? mentioned these
stones and stated that the core items have been g}az1er s points (used _
to keep glass in windows), rubber bands, h§ip, twine, ngzls, etc. Horse
men should be aware of this equine propensity and practice good house-
keeping in and around their stables.

VITAMIN E ) .
. . . does not appear to have any peneficial effect . . . on sexual drive

or seminal characteristics in stallions. It appears (from the data] that
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any supplementation of vitamin E above and beyond the minimum requirements
is -unnecessary. (Arabian Horse Times, 6/84)

ARABIANS

The Arabian Horse Registry recently published its State Ownership Report.
Minnesota ranks 4th in registered Arabian horses as of 2/25/84 (with
11,794), behind CA (42,404), TX (12,856) and WA (12,356). It is 3th in
reg. stallions (3,478), and 4th in mares (6,167) and geldings (2,149).

It is also 4th in total number of owners (4,397), behind CA (16,492),

WA (5,132), MI (4,483). (Arabian Horse Times, 6/84)

RABIES I

USA Today (6/12/84) reports record outbreaks of rabies throughout the
nation. The number is expected to exceed the 6,278 cases in 1982 and
6,170 in 1983. Minnesota and Wisconsin are indicated as states where
this disease is spreading.

RABIES II

The U.S. Dept. of Ag. has approved the use of a rabies vaccine on horses.
Although seldom seen in horses, this viral infection will cause elevated
temperatures and mild forms of excitement to uncontrollable hostility.
Infected horses must be destroyed. A 2 milliliter dose (of the only
approved vaccine available for horses) given intramuscularly, will provide
protection to foals three months of age and older and mature horses.

A re-vaccination program is reuqgired to maintain resistance. Rabies vac-
cination is not routinely recommended to horsemen unless horses are
stabled in rabies-contaminated areas or grazing areas heavily populated
with wild animals. Consult your veterinarian. (No. Carolina Horse Council
Newsletter, 4/84)

TRANSPORTATION

Horse carriers are exempt from a 1906 federal law ("28-Hour Law") which
applies only to shipments by railway. It provides that animals shall not
be confined for a longer time than 28 consecutive hours without unloading
for rest, water and feeding, for a period of at least five hours. Horse
carriers, however, do have a legal duty to provide food, water and a rest-
ing place for horses, and a place for exercise during transportation if
necessary. He is bound to protect a shipment from injury caused by heat,
overcrowding and improper ventilation; also cold -°r inclement weather,
exposure to contagious or infectious diseases, and from sickness due to
the eating of unwholesome food or drinking of unwholesome water. (No.
Carolina Horse Council Newsletter, 4/84: article by John Alan Cohan, Esq.)

FIRE

Tt was spontaneous combustion of grass clippings left in a manure pile
that started a fire that killed 35 race horses in a county fairgrounds
in Xenia, Ohio, this spring. Please be careful. That pile can get hot.

TWINS

The nation's first man-made genetically identical twin foals--the first
in the world produced by a practical (new) embryo transfer technique . . .
were born 10 days apart from separate surrogate mothers at Colorado State
University. The embryo, the size of the sharp end of a pin, was removed
from the natural mother's uterus, split and transferred (each half) to

the uteri of two surrogate mothers. The technique itself is simpler (can
be done on the ranch) and safer (can be done repetitively with the same
horse). Additionally, one~half of the embryo could be frozen for years

if desired. Elsewhere, in Tennessee, the first American Sport Horse (a
new equine breed) was created by an embryo transfer by CSU researchers.
(NEWS, Colorado State Univ.)

SHORT COURSES
Colorado State University will be conducting short courses in September:
Embryo Transfer and Ultrasound; Equine Reproduction Management; Eighth

Colorado Horseman's Seminar. Write Susan Cavender, 809 Ci
Ft. Collins, CO 80523. ! ity Fark Ave.,

FARRIERS' DIRECTORY

« . . has been published by the American Farriers Journal and features

farriers schools, associations and practitioner
f s throughout .
is $12.50 (Box L, Harvard, MA 01451). ghout the USA. Cost
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NEW PRODUCT I

Aid Laboratories has introduced Alpha Hoof, a nutritional feed supple-
ment specifically developed to provide the necessary levels of vitamins,
minerals and essential amino acides to grow healthy hoofs. It has a palat-
able protein base with extracts from the Aloe, Yucca and Chapperal plants.
(No. Carolina Horse Council Newsletter, 6/84)

NEW PRODUCT II

Sweet PDZ norse stall refresher is a naturally occurring mineral with

a special affinity for liquid and gaseous ammonia molecules. Since ammonia
is one of the principal constitutents of urine, Sweet PDZ horse stall
absorbent has proven to be a major benefit to horse owners who must keep
their horses stabled. The product is harmless and non-toxic; owners can
handle it without fear of skin irritation; it is safe around feed and
drinking water. It can also be used as a valuable "time release" nitrogen
fertilizer for gardens and fields. Look for it in your tack shop and feed
stores. It comes in 40 1lb. bags. (Virginia Horse Council Newsletter)

CHEMICALS
The EPA is about to sanction the use of a fly-killing chemical that will
leave potentially dangerous residues in poultry and eggs eaten by
Americans. Larvadex has been shown to potentially cause cancer in labora-
tory animals, but the EPA maintains there is no significant risk. Note:
Later approval could be granted to use Larvadex for cows and horses when
files swarming in feces are a problem. (St. Paul Pioneer Press, 6/14/84)

SUMMER WARNING

Now that summer is here, take note: Horses can be killed or disabled by
heat! Like humans, they can suffer from heat prostration and heat stroke.
Heat is the essential factor, but lack of oxygen (poor circulation of
air), fatigue and insufficient salt intake can also contribute to the
condition. Signs may develope suddenly and include restlessness, excite-
ment, forced movements and spasms of certain muscles. Other animals may
be dull and depressed. Breathing is rapid; the skin around the eyes is

red and congested. The pupils are dilated at first but later may be con-
stricted. The pulse may be rapid and weak. (Published source unknown)

VACCINE

(USA Today, 7/9/84) A birth control vaccine that has proven successful
in preventing pregnancies among wild and domestic mares may help control
the wild horse populations in the western states. The Univ. of
Calif/Davis School of Veterinary Medicine developed the vaccine which
stimulates a naturally occurring antibody in mares that prevents concep-
tion. In a test, 14 of 15 mares would not conceive after receiving the
vaccine.

THOROUGHBREDS

(St.Paul Dispatch, 7/2/84) Windfields Farm sold 14 Thoroughbreds for $17.7
million at the first day of the 1984 Keeneland July Selected Yearling
Sale in Lexington. A Northern Dancer colt sold for $8.25 million, and
another sold for $5.4 million--both going to magnate Robert Sangster.
Gross receipts that night totalled $65,550,000 for Blohead of horses,
averaging $809,259. [Note that Minnesota's own Franklin Groves (North
Ridge Farms) was second leading consignor at the two summer select sales
in Kentucky, selling three foals for 5.1, ?.0 and 1.6 million dollars,
respectively; and Wheelock Whitney had an interest in a foal that sold
for $350,000. Not too shabby!]

ATISTICS I
?3irginia Horse Council News, May/June 84) The Daily Racing Form has
established that baseball has moved up on the country's No. 1 spectator
sport in 1983, replacing horse racing--the leader for the past 31 co?secu—
tive years. Baseball pulled in 78,051,343 spectators, and horse rzcdng
75,784,430. Thoroughbred racing's attendance 1s partially at;§§1b§ eident-
to the 207 fewer race cards (6,706) than were presented in 1 . Inc

ally, football is third with 54,417,705.

v - '——_—_'-II Y s 3 s
3£2T§§§ZC§HC Horse Industry Directory give the fo}low1ng xntgiigtlngorses
data: 3.2 million U.S. horse owners keep an estimate §.3 23 ion hore '
80% of which are owned for :ecreatloga} use. ?he remaining % aref e

for a variety of profit-oriented activities, including racing, protes

iti i i i i 1960, annual
i hibition, breeding, agriculture and logging. Since ’
?ég?a%e§§strationé by major'horse an-4-ony registries have grown from



72,853 to 325,920 in 1982, a rate of incrgase of 6.5% per year. 262,910
young people are engaged in 4-H horse projects, an enrollmgnt larger than
‘the number participating in cattle and swine projects comblned: aners
will spend nearly $9.0 billion during 1984 for feed, tack, medlcat}on,

and service for their horses. Those owners have over $8.0 billion invested
in their hroses, and own land and building used for their horse operations
valued in excess of $4 billion. Horse sports drew more than 100 million
spectators in 1983, including nearly 76 milion at race tracks. Horse
sports generated over $1.3 billion in governmental revenues in 1983.
According to Dept. of Interior data, more than 27 m11119n people over

age 12 ride horses each year, 46% of whom ride of occasional recreation,
the remainder ride on a regular basis. Horse exports in 19§3 again pro-
duced foreign sales worth more than $200 million. The majority of ghese
sales were to European nations, but exports to Asia and Latin Ameglca

are growing. A 1979 AHC survery found that 7,348 nationally.sanct1oned.
shows generated revenues of $96,059,559, with $8,618,425 going to charity.
36,740 local shows produced revenue of $221,615,680, and §19!104,809 yent
to charity. Local and national shows involved nearly 6 million exhibitors
and employed 230,000." (Incidentally, the AHC still shows Minnesota at
11th in the nation in number of horses (213,000) after CA (850,000), TX
(780,000), OK (306,000), IL (273,000), MT 250,000), OH (248,000), MO
(242,000), MI (224,000), KY (223,000), CO (221,000.)

LAMENESS

(Midwest Equine Market & Horseman's Guide, 7/84) The eguine ani@al ig )
the only domestic animal kept almost exclusively for his athletic ability.
It has been shown in the Thoroughbred race horse alone that the economic
loss due to lameness, primarily due to poor training procedures, excessive
racing and fatigue, is 500 million dollars per year. Training failures

and breakdowns are much too often the mismatch of the horse's capabilities
and the trainer's perception of them. Dr. Ross Hugi, Mundelein, IL,
states, "We've all gone through the thoughts about 'we shouldn't take two
year olds and race them, we shouldn't take three year olds and jump
them.'" Pioneering equine sports medicine doctor Matthew MacKay states
that the optimum ability to adopt body structures to a particular athletic
use include: bone (two years), tendons and ligaments (about 40 months)

and aerobic capaicty (three years).

QUEEN'S VISIT

Queen Elizabeth II will visit horse farms in Kentucky and Wyoming the
week of October 8-15. She has mares booked to American stallions near
Lexington, and she currently owns an estimated 100 head of Thoroughbred
breeding stock as well as 32 race horses. Since her entry into the racing
sport in 1952, the Queen's horses have won 400 races including virtually
all of England's major stakes. She recently purchased a major training
facility for an estimated $1.2 million. (AHC Newsletter, 5/84)

TRAILS I

Washington County (see last Quarterly) is developing an equestrian camping
area at Lake Elmo Eventually, primitive camping for park users without
horses also will be added. (St. .Paul Pioneer Press, 6/23/84) :

TRAILS II

The MN Trail Riders Assoc. has been busy this summer clearing several
miles of horseback trails in the Zumbro Bottoms State Forest. This includ-
ed drilling a well (with financial help of the WSCA) and putting in a
Picnic shelter in the main assembly area (with financial help of the
Orchard Rangers SC). The MTRA membership has now grown to 802 riders with
1,398 horses and four mules.

TRAILS III

TEe MN DNR has recently purchased a 17 acre tract in Shakopee. Negotia-
tions are underway to acquire rights to put a trail in on two additional
parcels in that city. If successfully negotiated, a land base will be
completed through Shakopee to Murphy's Landing. (MN Vallev Update)

DEATHS

{Arabian Horse Times, 6/84) Losses of horses in the Arabian i

(and I am sure.other breeds) (and thus higher insurance rateg?fsgslggggggz
utable, accordzng.to Joan E. Barkley of the Rhulen Agency, Monticello,

NY, to the following factors: (1) stress (thus colic); (2) unsoundness

of horses §old at auctions, (3) poor management- practices (rapid growth,
poor planning), (4) poor training methods and lack of professional ethics
(multiple horses dying of fractured skulls; going over backwards while







