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NEW MEMBERS:
Merry Mac Farm, Elk River (as a certified stable); and Dr. S. R. Maxeiner,
Jr., and Karen Nelson. Welcome!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MHC!!

The MHC will celebrate its 50th anniversary on December 7th--and you are ALL
invited! It will be combined with the annual meeting of members to be held
at the Shrine Clubhouse (Malkerson's Stables), Chaska, beginning at 6:30
p.m. You need not be a member to come, but members will be voting on new
directors for the MHC. Also included in the evening program will be infor-
mation on MEC (MN Equestrian Center), activities of the MHC and Expo, the
award of our first annual scholarship, the 1985 MN Horseman of the Year
award, a review of old equestrian costumes, a raffle of a number of valu-
able prizes, a buffet, and two special announcements (no admission and
informal). Everyone, COME!

DIRECTORS:

The term of each director of the MHC runs for three years. The terms are
staggered. For 1985, Sharon Schroeder, Trina Joyce, Dr. Bruce Viren, Mark
Ward and Verne Greenlee expire. Verne has expressed a desire not to seek
reelection (although he will continue to represent the MHC a the AHC State
Horse Council meetings); Dale Froyum (1987) will resign effective 12/31/85
due to time constraints; and Anne Farr (1986) resigned in October (to run a
charter sailboat operation in the Caribbean). In searching for good re-
placements, we have come up with nine names for seven positions (information
forwarded to members under separate cover). Members: please come to our
annual meeting and vote for our new directors.

LOSS OF A FRIEND:
Tony Gasser, Minnesota Horseman of the Year for 1979, died September 20 at

age 79. Tony was prominent in the MN horse industry for nearly half a
century. In fact, he helped organize, and became the first president of,
the MN Horse Owners' & Breeders' Association (now the MHC). Thereafter, he

continued to morally and financially support a variety of equine activities.
He will be missed by all who knew him!

EXPO I:

The big weekend is April 19-20 at the Minneapolis Auditorium. The contracts
will be going out in about 3-4 weeks to all prior exhibitors and a number of
new ones. We are again planning for the tack sale which was so succesful
last year. Our keynote speaker this year is Richard Harris of Woodlake, CA
(see below). Our Saturday evening (catered) reception for horsemen will be
held on an upper floor of the Minneapolis Auditorium (open to all for a
small additional charge). Although plans are far from being finalized, the
Minnesota Equestrian Committee is looking at producing a special benefit
event for late afternoon Sunday. More on this later.

EXPO II:

The pricing of horse stalls will be different for "industry" exhibitors in
1986. In order to promote a variety of horses exhibited, and support the
breed organizations, the first "official breed representative" of a non-
proflt equestrian organization will be able to obtain a stall at $75 for the
entire weekend. Each additional (stall) exhibitor will be charged the
pormal $150. The commercial rate is unchanged at $300/stall. Additionally

if any llve—horge exhibitor wishes to stall (and exhibit) a different horsé
Sunday, there will be no objection to the exchange of horses after exhibi-

tion hours on Saturday and before openin o
R i p g time on Sunday--but please clear



EXPO III:

As mentioned above, Richard Harris is our keynote speaker for Expo '86--
speaking on western riding. He 1is past president of the Pacific Coast
Quarter Horse Association; on the committee for youth activities of the
AQHA; a speaker at the Agricultural Symposium for the 1last two vyears;
speaker at the Agricultural Forum in Fresno; head of the recreation depart-
ment (in charge of horse breeding) and instructor of animal husbandry at the
College of Sequoias; and a private instructor on all phases of horsemanship.
He is considered an excellent speaker!

EXPO IV:

The Expo Committee has received a proposal from the Reining Horse Associa-
tion to combine Expo with their May event at the State Fairgrounds. At this
time, the Expo Committee can see both positive and negative aspects of this
merger. We will study this proposal in more detail and report back to the
MHC for a final determination (inasmuch as this is a policy change for the
Expo event). No decision will be made until next spring (aimed at the 1987

event). Your thoughts on the matter are solicited. The 1986 Expo Exhibi-
tors will be surveyed also.

MEC:

The accounting firm of Segal, Johnson & Wayne, Ltd., a member of the MHC,
not only handles a lot of equine business, but is getting itself deeper in
Minnesota's horse industry in other ways. Members of their firm are taking
an active part in the MEC Committee. Secondly, the firm sells special
chamois towels, imprinted with their firm's advertising logo from which they
are donating $1 to MEC on each towel sold. (MEC received $541 from the MN
State Fair sales alone.) (Note that these towels are considered excellent
for drying horses.) Thirdly, Jack Yelton of that firm has developed a per-
sonal (universal) medical identification card (MIMID) which he will be sell-
ing nationally with a donation again to MEC of five cents per card sold.
(His projected sales are in the thousands.)

E/C RIDE:

The October endurance/competitive ride (October 19-20)--the third of the MN
Triple Crown--was moved to Crow-Hassan Park near Rogers due to soggy ground
after several days of rain. The trails here were in great shape and approx-
imately 30 riders from a number of states took part in the rides on each
day. The riders and volunteers were all in a daze with the absolutely
gorgeous fall weather for that weekend of rides. In prior years' rides we
always had rain, snow and/or cold. Thanks to the donations of time by the
various veterinarians and vet students, a total of $822.81 was contributed
to the accounts of both MERF (MN Equine Research Foundation) and the MHC,
the co-sponsors of this event. Many thanks too to the many other volunteers
who helped with other necessities of all such rides: secretarying, timing,
food handling, marking (and unmarking) trails, ordering trophies, securing
volunteers, etc. It's a lot of work, but it's also a lot of fun for all.

CERTIFIED STABLES:

There are now 35 stables in Minnesota that are MHC certified! We are look-
ing for more. If you are interested, or know of someone who is, please
contact MHC or Joan Schulz (612/920-7473) for more information.

ARABIANS:

The AR Stallion Service Auction in October (as part of the Fall Festival at
the State Fairgrounds) brought in $132,000 which will help fund the AR
Breeders' Futurity (mares in 1986, foaling in 1987, showing in 1988). This
amount is the highest ever attained in this annual event. This year too was
the first year that the futurity horses exhibited: first prize was $10,000
for fillies and $10,000 for colts.

INSURANCE: -
The MHC has received a number of complaints from the Mﬁ equesirlan g;;id
bling and tripling of liability insurance rates on horse -
igiggthghigu(natgon—wide)pproblem is not exclusively a "horse problem" but
extends to a number of other fields including med1c§l and legal malpractlge
coverages. This topic has been discussed by the directors of the.MHC and,
at this point, we await information on an expected propo;a} qf the }gsgyigie
industry itself to remedy this situatlon‘(by means of lzmztlpg avai atl }tg
of dollars to plaintiffs in a legal actlon)ﬂ We are also in contqc wi "
the legislative members (Insurance Subcommittee of the House Financia



Institutions) on this topic. More on this as things develop. Again, IF
legislative action is appropriate or necessary, funding will be required.

POTOMAC HORSE FEVER:

The Morris Animal Foundation (45 Inverness Dr. East, Englewood, CO 80112
(founded in 1948)) has more to report on this disease (a/k/a Acute Equine
Diarrhea Syndrome or "AEDS"): PHF was first recognized in Montgomery
County, Maryland in 1979. It is distinctly seasonal with most cases occur-
ring between May and November. Affected horses develop high fever, become
depressed, eat less; develop diarhea or colic; possibly develop laminitis;
often necessitates euthansia. PHF has been confirmed in at least 13 states

including Minnesota and Wisconsin. Most cases usually occur near the prox-
imity of a large river and its tributaries. '"The seasonal nature . . . and
the proven involvement of ticks . . . strongly suggests the involvement of

an arthropod vector. However, despite research efforts, . . the vector(s)
has not so far been proven, although ticks, and specifically the American
dog tick, are the primary suspects." In 1983, 42% of the deaths were attrib-
uted to founder and complications. Some cases do not follow the typical
course of symptoms. Abdominal distention and colic may be so severe as to
resemble a horse requiring surgical correction due to an intestinal obstruc-
tion. Modest evidence exists to suggest recovered horses ae immune for more
than a year. It is uncertain if they can transmit the disease to other
horses. Routine use of "approved" pesticides to suppress insect and tick
blood feeding are encouraged. Studies have revealed that dogs and possibly
other companion animals may play a role in transmission of the disease.

EQUINE RESEARCH:

Grayson Foundation, Inc. (1718 Alexandria Drive, Lexington, KY 40544)
(founded in 1940), is a second organization noted for equine research pro-
jects. They state that 85% of every dollar received by them in 1984-85 will
be available for equine medical research. A total of $366,612 has been
slated for 19 separate research projects in 1985-86 in various parts of the
United States and New Zealand. The research will consist of six projects in
the area of infectious diseases, seven in reproduction, two in musculo-
skeletal disorders and four in the area of cardio-pulmonary disorders.

QUARTER HORSES:

The AQHA has announced a new multi-million dollar Incentive Fund Program
involving bonus awards for enrolled stallions and their progeny in both show
and racing areas of Quarter Horse competition. To qualify for awards,
stallions must be nominated in the show and/or racing divisions at a fee
based on their highest advertised breeding fee, and foals must be enrolled
for a one-time $100 fee ($200 for both divisions). For show stallions and
foals, awards will be based on points earned at AQHA-approved shows; for
racing, awards will accrue in the form of added purse monies available to be
won by nominated runners. (North Carolina Horse Council Newsletter (11/85);
Virginia Horse Council News (8/85))

LEGISLATIVE:

Did you seen the article in The Horse Digest (11/85) on the efforts of the
MHC on changing the Farm Loss Modification Act? Those of you who report
your horse business expenses on your taxes should note a favorable change on
monies due MN. Note too that our expenses for that effort are still not
fully paid. Some horsemen want to set up stallion service auctions (dif-
ferent breeds; probably different sales) to benefit the MHC legislative
account--both to pay this bill off and to "seed" any future efforts. Watch

fo; more information to come. (This is truly horsemen helping horsemen--
which is what the MHC is all about.)

TAXES:

The AHC reports that through October 16, it was aware of 2,400 letters sent
to c?ngressmen by horse people expressing dismay over the impact the Presi-
dent's tax reform package would have on horse businesses. California horse-
men sent 332 letters; Texas 238, Illinois 173 and New York 171.

RACING I:

It was a big winner! Opening year 1985 saw an dail
! Yy average atte
;?,é?i Sge?ile thifugﬁ the turnstiles with a daily avéiage ﬁ:i%ﬁie gg
' ' or ays)--12th in the nation The first million f
: . a
:grgggh the turnstiles by Octher 6th. Canterbury officials haSRnggzigg
7 customers to show up with an average of $120 each to bet; but the






