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NEW MEMBERS:

We welcome the North Central Reining Horse Association, United Veterinary
Supply, Northstar Equine Agency, Wayne Popham, Mary Hanley and John Block.

DUES

A number of you have still not paid your 1986 dues. There are a lot of
irons in the fire and more are being added. Check your mailing label re
current status. Please help us keep going. Also, because of an increasing
interest by businesses in the MHC, another. category of membership has been

added: "Corporate" ($25).

NEW DIRECTORS:

The members present at the annual meeting meeting of the MHC elected the
following individuals to the Board of Directors: John Hay, Bob Kuefner, John
Block, and Barbara Soukup. Re-elected to the Board were Sharon Schroeder,
Dr. Bruce Viren, Trina Joyce and Mark Ward. (Note that Joan Schulz resigned
at said meeting because of personal time commitments.) The new officers are
Gus Johnson, Esqg. (President), Kathy Juhl (1st V.P.), Chuck Macnamara (2nd
V.P.) and Vickie Inget (Sec-Tres.).

ACTIVITIES:

Many ask what do we do?. The following is a list of our committees: (1)
American Horse Council/State Horse Councils (former director Verne Greenlee
is presently representing the MHC at national meetings; (2) MN Forum for
Agriculture (periodic meetings with other MN agricultural groups for ex-
change of information and possible legislative support); (3) Certified
Stables (inspection and certification of stables for specified standards);
(4) Equine Research (MERF is a non-profit fund raising offshoot of the
MHC); (5) MN Horse Exposition; (6) Horseman of the Year award; (7) Legisla-
tive (taxes, insurance, worker's comp.); (8) Membership; (9) MN Citizens for
Animal Care (a legislative watchdog unit); (10) MN Equestrian Center; (11)
Newsletter; (12) Nominations; (13) Censhare/ordinances (drafting buggie and
riding ordinances for metropolitan areas); (14) Parimutuel; (15) Trails
(working with MN Trail Riders Assoc. and endurance/competitive rides); (16);
Special Interests (education, scholarship, handicap); (17) UofM Advisory
Committee; (18) UofM Veterinary College Advisory Committee; (19) Annual
Meeting; (20) Expo Booth; (21) MN State Agricultural Society (MN State
Fair). Other possible areas of future activity include arbitration (estab-
lishing an arbitration board for horse-related legal disputes), fund rais-
ing, state census, and public relations. All physical efforts are contribu-
ted, but all are contingent upon payment of YOUR dues to cover our operating
expenses!

THANKS!!

Many thanks to the various people who contributed to our most enjoyable 50th
anniversary celebration (at the December MHC annual membership meeting).
Contributions included donations of a nice selection of prizes for the raf-
fle (from Calamity Jeanne Saddle Shop, Chanhassen Saddle Shop, Horseman's
Saddlery, Schatzlein's Saddle Shop, Canterbury Downs and Northwestern Sup-~
ply; free door prizes for all from United Veterinary Supply; the riding
costumes of yesteryear (that were modeled by a number of volunteers); and of
course the use of the Shrine Horsemen's clubhouse.

HORSEMAN OF THE YEAR:

Judy Jensen of Cottonwood Stables, Buffalo, MN, was picked as the 1985
Horseman of the Year. Complete information was sent as a news release to
all members some weeks ago. Congratulations, Judy!



SCHOLARSHIP:

?he wipner of the first MHC scholarship was Leah Burton of Sauk Rapids who
is a biology and secondary education major at St. Cloud State having a par-

ticular interest in molecular genetics and how it how it could apply to the
breeding of horses.

TONY GASSER: )

Our last Quarterly mentioned that Tony Gasser, a long-time friend and sup-
porter of the MHC, had died September 20. It was announced at the annual
membership meeting that Tony remembered the Horse Council even with his
death with a bequest of $5,000. In his memory, therefore, the MHC Board has
named our new scholarship "The Minnesota Horse Council/Tony Gasser Memorial
Scholarship.” These funds, when received, will be put to good use.

MEMID:

(My Emergency Medical Identification). The fall issue of the Quarterly
mentioned that Jack Yelton had developed a personal identification card
which he would be selling nationwide. Jack indicated then that he would be
contributing five cents per card sold to the efforts of Minnesota Equestrian
Center. At the MHC annual meeting, Jack added that he will also be contri-
buting another five cents directly to the MHC. Many thanks, Jack, for your
interest and support of the MHC and MEC activities! Best of luck on your
endeavor.

CERTIFIED STABLES:

Yours truly has agreed to chair this committee as of January 1. A review of
the files is now being made and computerized. Each certified stable will be
contacted in the next few months (some for reinspection). A search is in
progress to establish added benefits for each CS member. If you have any
ideas, please call me. More on this later.

MEETINGS

Please remember that all Board of Directors meetings are open to all inter-
ested individuals. Your contribution to our discussions are always welcome.
All voting, however, shall be by directors only.

MEC:

* The planning subcommittee of the MN Equestrian Center has looked at
several different properties for the proposed center, one of which they have
recommended to the full committee. Preliminary plans will now be made by a
professional architect or engineer for presentation to the city council of
the area involved so that negotiations can commence. No comment yet on
where this property is located so that the "aces" remain in our own pocket,
but, to date, the location looks very promising.

* Did you know that there are totally public funded equestrian centers in
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ken-
tucky and other states? Most of these states have far fewer horses than MN!
(Virginia has allotted $200,000 in public funds for the planning of their
center. Private funds provided 376 acres and over $800,000.)

EXPO:
* Remember the date: April 19-20 (Minneapolis Auditorium)!

* Celebrity Auction (Sunday, 4:00 p.m.): Included in this year's Expo
activities will be the solicitation and auctioning off of personal items
(horse-related or not) from celebrities for benefit of the MN Equestrian
Center effort. (Donations will also be accepted from other sources. If you
know of someone who would be willing to donate an item valued at $100 or
more (or a celebrity who would donate a pair of "his dirty socks"), please
let us know.) One of the donations received to date includes a jacket from
singer/horseman Kenny Rogers. (Contact Calamity Jeanne's Saddle Shop,
612/473-0546, or Diane (612/935-1252) or Alice (612/472-3539). (Note: _Con-
trary to an earlier release, the MHC is a non-profit organizationf but it is
not a charitable organization; hence donations are NOT tax-deductible.)

* Tack sale: Like last year, the MN 4-H will again promote a used clot?-
ing and tack sale at Expo '86. Last year's event grossed about $10,000's

worth of items.
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* Many thanks to each of the legislators who helped us with the Farm Loss

Modification Bill last year. Many thanks too to the many organizations and
individuals who financially contributed to this effort (total cost about
$22,000, more than half of which was paid by the MN Arabian Horse groups and
individuals). The balance due as of 12/31/85 (over $10,000) was split
between the MHC and a very generous QH breeder. The MHC has, however,
"subscribed" to three more months of service by our lobbyiest to "watchdog"
the 1986 session on our behalf. We have developed a very credible political
standing with the MN legislature and we would like to keep the momentum
going. Obviously, this will require some additional funding. Con-
tributions of any size are solicited. Please remember us when you do you

taxes for 1985 and find that we have saved you a lot of money with last
year's effort!

* The racing groups and Canterbury Downs are working on the legislature
to change the take out by the State from 5% to 7% to increase purses in
upcoming years. The MTA is also attempting to obtain a repeal on the sales
tax on horses. This latter item was passed by the House of Reps last year

(which carries over to this vyear). The MHC appeared before the House of
Reps last year to ask that these changes included all horses.

TAXES:

* $ome 3,600 letters were written to Congressmen on federal tax reform
from individual horse owners and businesses

* The House Ways and Means Committee

: gave final approval on 12/3/85 to a
major overhaul'of the Federal Tax Code. The bill contains changes which
would have a direct impact on the taxation of owning, breeding, racing and



§howing horses, but these changes do not have as adverse an effect on the
industry as earlier proposals. Changes were made in the following areas:
stud fees and other preproductive period expenses, tax rates, capital gains
on sale of horses, capital gains tax rates, depreciation of horses, hobby
loss rules, alternative minimum tax, investment tax credit and cash method
accounting. (American Horse Council Tax Bulletin, 12/85)

RADIO:

Beginning March 15, the MHC will sponsor a one-half hour slot on WMIN Radio
(1030 AM) on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. Jeanne Granberg of Calamity Jeanne's
Sad@le Shop will host the show, doing interviews of different people on
various equine topics of interest around MN and announcements for horsemen.
The complete format is not yet put together, but if you are interested in
advertising during this program, please call Jeanne at 612/473-0546 or Mark
Wird (612/436-6557.

RACING:

X A feasibility study for a potential second race track at Brainerd will
be presented to the MN Racing Commission this spring.

b Jim Ewart (formerly of Scioto Downs and Los Alamitos) has been named
the Standardbred (harness) racing secretary at Canterbury Downs. Ron
Church, QH racing secretary at Los Alamitos, has been named the Quarter
Horse racing secretary.

* Underground rivers at the north end of the stadium are giving CD some
problems (re basement areas) regarding expansion of the grandstand. (Mpls.
Star & Tribune, 11/20/85). General admission will be increased to $3, re-

served seating to $2, and parking fees will be increased by $1 at each lot.
Patrons to the clubhouse will be admitted only if they purchase a reserved
seat ($7.50) (no standing room admissions). The Daily Racing Form is being
raised to $2. (Mpls. Star & Tribune, 2/23/86).

* Lamar Dickey, September Farm II, 6915 SW 7th Ave., Ocala, FL 32676
(904/237-1248), is investigating the idea of heat racing. He would like to
see a proposal on the three major TV networks reading "The Sporting Event of
the Century" The five fastest Thoroughbreds in the world competing against
the five fastest Arabians: distance of 3-1/2 miles; purse of $5 million;
winner take all. The idea would be for (1) two gqualifying races going the
same distance and conditions early in the day's race card; (2) the top
horses from these two races (limited by the size of the starting gate) com-
pete in the feature race of the same afternoon. (Arabian Horse Times, 12/85)

7 Of the 5,847 starts at Canterbury last year, Dr. Camille McArdle, Com-
mission veterinarian, reported to the legislature that 20 horses were judged
lame after a race (6 had fractures), none of which caused an accident.

* The MN Thoroughbred Association has announced that its membership has
risen to 670. The Racing Commission indicates that there are now 767 brood-
mares and 73 stallions registered in MN for 1986. It is estimated that

there are 250 1984 MN TB foals and from 350 to 485 foals born in MN in 1985.
Approximately 150 MN horses will race in 1986.

SPRING CLINIC: ;

The Annual Spring Clinic for Horsemen will be held April 12 at the Qn}ver—
sity of MN (St. Paul). Registation is $25 (and $10 for each additional
family member). This includes printed materials but not the noon luncheon.
Everyone is, however, invited to attend the MHC Horseman of the Year Award
ceremony whether they purchase a meal or not ($4.50). The allfdgy program
includes topics on abnormal eguine behavior, Potomac Fever, nutrition, arth-
ritis in performing horses, colic, a harness and wagon demo (Percheron), a
review of Canterbury Downs' first year and drug testing of performance
horses. Contact Janice Swanson (612/373-1154).

SUPER OFFER: .
The Horse Digest magazine has inaugurated a new monthly section devoted

i ews of, from and of particular interest to state and local
ﬁgg;gszgiiﬁiig,ntheir &ember clubs and affiliate@ ;ndividual members. T??
Digest is offering a special half-price subscription ;ate o;_s12 tg g
members of participating councils and members of their affiliate clu sé
(Regular subscription rates went to $24 for one year, $36 for two years a




the beginning of 1986.) The Digest will return $2 to.respECtive horse coun-
cils [the MHC] for every member subscribing under this program. The offer
is for first-time subscribers. Be sure to send a check or money order for
the full $12 or authorization number for Visa or Mastercard, and donft for-
get to indicate the MN Horse Council to which you belong.‘No Qeadxlne bas
been set for expiration but [the publisher] cannot maintain [it] indefin-
itely. (See application reproduced elsewhere.)

RESEARCH: .
Economics Research surveyed 2,400 AHC members and received roughly 600
responses to a gquestionnaire. The 600 responses represented 14,000 horses

owned, another 5,000 owned jointly, an annual production of 7,600 new
horses; 9,400 man-years of experience; a total of 4,400 employees; a payroll
of $51 million; and $672 million in syndicated investments. The "typical"
horseman had 13.5 years experience and $850,000 invested in his horse
business, of which $400,000 was invested in horses alone. The "typical"
operation encompassed 13 horses and an annual payroll of $50,000.

(Arabian Horse Times, 12/85)

LOTTERY :

The MHC is going on record as opposing a state lottery (only) on the basis
that it would be detrimental to the best interests of the MN horse industry.
In order for MN to have a state lottery, voters would have to approve an
amendment to the state Constitution to allow one.

STABLE:

The Morgan Horse (2/86) reports that Bonnie Lee Farm of Willmar will fold
its breeding, training and showing business after 30 years of successful
effort. Dick and Mona Bonham will retain their saddleshop, however.

RARE BREED:
Elmer Johnson of Linwood has begun breeding Bashkir Curly horses in MN. He
obtained his first horses from a wild band in Nevada. These curly-haired
horses have been raised for centuries on the southern slopes of the Ural
mountains of Russia and a few were found among the wild horses of our
western states. In Russia they are milked for cream, butter and cheese be-
sides being used to pull large sleighs. (St. Paul Pioneer Press and Dis-
patch, 1/19/86)

ETA:

Did you know that EIA (equine infectious anemia) is of the same type of
virus which causes AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome) in humans?
(Arabian Horse Times, 1/86)

ST. PAUL:

The City of St. Paul has received plans for construction of a larger marina
at the Watergate Marina (near Ft. Snelling) area on Shepard Road. The pro-
posal includes a doubling of the number of slips to 259, a restaurant, an

interpetive center, a sports shop and a horse-riding area operation. i
would be both a summer and winter facility. In the winter we could have
sleigh rides and hay rides along with the skiers." (St. Paul Pioneer Press
& Dispatch, 11/18/85)

VEE:

In 1971, Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis moved into several counties in Texas
causing state and international quaranties and an emergency vaccination
program in 20 states. Now this disease is again found in southern Mexico
and Costa Rica. "Horse owners have no current cause for alarm at this time.
The AHC and the AAEP will work closely with the USDA and Mexican authorities

to monitor the progress of the disease and keep owners advised." (The Racing
Report, 1/17/86)

BYTES:
"Winning at the Track"

: is a computer program now available for IBM and com-
patible models ($49.95) from Liberty Publishing Co., Cockeysville, MD. It
cal?ulates the factors necessary to pick a horse "best suited to run in that
day's race and whether it can be expected to perform well on a particular

day . . . based mostly on hard facts and statistics and less on jud 2
(Mpls. Star & Tribune, 12/5/85) s







